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From the President
Uplifting news is not hard to come by in Topeka, and often, those stories center around
Ichabods. It gives us great joy knowing so many alumni choose to serve in one way or another.
This edition of The Ichabod is full of such stories.
Barry Feaker is executive director of Topeka Rescue Mission, and he’s doing amazing work
serving those in need and finding people to support TRM’s efforts. Brett Durbin is doing the
same thing with the Trash Mountain Project, an international organization based in Topeka
that creates sustainable change for communities living off what they find in landfills. The world
needs more people like Barry and Brett.
Recycled Rides puts keys to refurbished automobiles in the hands of families in need. This
spring, Washburn Tech students, faculty, donors and volunteers collaborated on their 27th
Recycled Ride, more than all other institutions in the nation combined. You’ll read about the
transformations students go through working with industry professionals and then pulling the
tarp off their work in the joyful and sometimes tearful Ride-Away ceremonies.
Two deans who nurtured passionate students are retiring this summer. Monica Scheibmeir
led the School of Nursing and Clark Coco led Washburn University Institute of Technology.
Dean Scheibmeir made sure nursing curricula met everchanging industry needs in health care.
Practicum opportunities with places like Pine Ridge Family Health Center help students meet
community needs. Dean Coco improved the relationship with civic and industry leaders and
brought more programs and more students to Tech. When that wasn’t enough, he brought
technical education where it is needed with Washburn Tech East. Their service will be missed.
This year, we celebrated the 50th anniversary of Garvey Fines Arts Center. Alumna Richetta
Manager, who became famous singing in Europe, reflected on the impact of performing at
White Concert Hall as a student. With Mulvane Art Museum, Andrew J. and Georgia Neese
Gray Theatre and the Rita Blitt Gallery and Sculpture Garden, Garvey Fine Arts Center is
the heart of performing and visual arts on campus and in the community. Philosopher José
Ortega y Gasset said the obligation of a university is to help a culture rise to the best of its times.
Garvey Fine Arts Center truly does this.
As the needs of our communities grow and change, know Washburn University and alumni will
continue meeting those needs and rising our culture to the best of our times.
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Eric Showalter, instructor, collision repair, has helped Washburn Tech give away 27 Recycled Rides, more than all
the other schools in the nationwide program combined. Photo by Doug Stremel

Giving a Lift
Washburn Tech’s Recycled Rides drives an impact that goes on for miles
By Annie Flachsbarth

If you’ve never had to worry about where your
next ride will come from, it can be easy to take
transportation for granted. For many, however, getting
a lift can mean the difference between getting a
paycheck or going hungry.
Students and volunteers with Washburn University
Institute of Technology’s Recycled Rides program are
using their skills to make a difference by repairing
donated vehicles to give reliable transportation to
someone in need. From repairs to selecting worthy
recipients and giving the car away, the experience is an
emotional one for the students involved.
“It can be an eye-opener,” said Eric Showalter,
instructor, collision repair at Washburn Tech. “They
4
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realize that not everybody has what we have, and I
think it can shape the character of the students.”
In 2011, Washburn Tech became the first educational
institution in the nation to participate in Recycled
Rides, a National Auto Body Council program. Led
by instructors Eric Showalter and Emiliano Arzate,
the program brings together auto repair and collision
repair program instructors, students and volunteers
to refurbish donated vehicles for donation back into
the community.
Now in its eighth year at Washburn Tech, Recycled
Rides has given away two to four cars each
year to deserving individuals in need of reliable
transportation. In the fall of 2018, they gave away

their 25th car – more than all other schools in the
country combined. This spring, they gave away
numbers 26 and 27.

donors, community partners and elected officials, the
ceremonies are often both emotional and uplifting for
all in attendance.

Going the Extra Mile

“The car was covered up with a big bow on top,”
remembers Susan Carter, recipient of the fourth
Recycled Rides car – a Kia Sportage SUV. “When they
uncovered it, I cried and jumped for joy. It made me
feel so happy that there are people out there who can
do this.”

From finding a salvageable vehicle, locating donated
parts from community partners, the physical labor and
selecting the perfect recipient, countless hours are put
into making each vehicle ready to give away.
“Some of the work is done during class time, but 95
percent of the work is done as extracurricular work,”
Showalter said. “With our advisory council and industry
partners, as well as past students who have graduated
and have come back to volunteer, train and mentor our
current students – when you consider everyone who
contributes parts and works on the cars, approximately
100 to 125 people have worked on each car.”

Carter uses her vehicle to get to work, the grocery store
and the doctor.

Recycled Ride recipient applications are collected
through the United Way of Greater Topeka. The
selection committee, made up of student ambassadors,
carefully reviews each application and considers who
may be helped the most by receiving a vehicle before
narrowing down the list for a vote.
George James, certificate ’12, certificate ’16, has worked
on all 27 cars and was on the recipient selection
committee four times as a student in the auto collision
and automotive service technician programs and as
an alumnus.
“Picking the best candidate for the car is one of the
hardest things I’ve ever had to do,” James said. “Some
of the stories are so touching, so it’s really hard to
narrow it down from 25 people to just one. You really
hope you pick the right person.”
As a student, James had the opportunity to present
the work of the Recycled Rides program at a
SkillsUSA competition – a national technical institute
competition where Washburn Tech has won at both
the state and national level. As an alumnus, he still
volunteers when he can.
“Some weekends I go up and help take apart or
reassemble the cars,” James said. “Recycled Rides helps
me keep my skills up.”

Opening Doors
The finished cars are presented each semester at
a Ride-Away unveiling ceremony. Attended by

Susan Carter (center) received the fourth Recycled
Rides automobile during a Ride-Away ceremony on
the steps of the Kansas Statehouse. Photo submitted

“This whole experience has done so much for me,” Carter
said. “I give the workers who do the repairs a standing
ovation. They work so hard to get these cars rebuilt and
in tip-top shape for the people who need them.”
James noted the gifted cars can greatly improve a
recipient’s quality of life.
“I recently saw one of the car recipients. Now that he
has the car, he has a much better job, and he’s using
the car to get back and forth from work,” James said.
Arzate said the impact of the program extends to all
those involved.
“It's rewarding to see the cars being gifted and
know that you're giving something back,” Arzate
said. “When we're able to use our skills to provide
something for somebody with our free time – it's the
right thing to do.”
Campus News
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Beautiful Music
White Concert Hall’s 50 years of providing students amazing venue
By Angela Lutz

Opera singer Richetta Manager, ba ’75, has performed
in concert halls around the world – Cologne
Opera in Germany, Royal Festival Hall in London,
Vienna Concert Hall in Austria. But she still counts
Washburn University’s Elliot Hill White Concert Hall
among her favorite venues.

“It was one of my most memorable performances,”
she said. “I peeked out into the audience before the
concert and remarked to my pianist, (Professor)
Virginia Wallace, ‘Wow, look at all those people.’ I
had a crowd of several hundred, which was unusual
back then for a senior recital.”

“I’ve always felt at home in White Concert Hall and on
its stage,” Manager said. “It’s very much a part of me.”

For Manager, that senior recital was only the
beginning. Her career highlights sound like any
performer’s dream: For many years, she served as lead
soprano for the Gelsenkirchen Opera in Germany, and
she has performed all the genre’s major soprano roles,
earning her a nod in the International Who’s Who in
Music. She has taken the stage on BBC Television and
is accomplished in other genres including gospel, rock,
pop, jazz and soul.
Looking back on her career, Manager said the
accolades and applause have been nice, but her favorite
part has always been the opportunity to fully immerse
herself in a character, such as Regan in Sir Michael
Tippet’s opera “New Year.” In 1989, Manager became
the first singer to embody Regan, who plays a pivotal
role in Tippett’s sci-fi fairy tale.

Richetta Manager, ba ’75. Photo submitted

With 1,200 seats and carefully engineered acoustics,
White Concert Hall has been a regional treasure
for half a century. Dedicated in 1968, the building
celebrated its 50th anniversary this school year. In
addition to music department concerts, the building is
home to the Topeka Symphony Orchestra, the Topeka
Festival Singers, Sunflower Music Festival and the On
Stage Live concert series.
Many Washburn students who graced the White
Concert Hall stage have gone on to enjoy successful
musical careers. Manager, a Topeka native, now lives
in Germany and regularly performs for large audiences
across Europe, but she’ll never forget her senior recital
at Washburn.
6
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“Rewarding was not just the applause on opening
night but to be convincing in the role I was singing
and playing – to identify,” Manager said.
Studying at Washburn provided Manager with the
foundation she needed to build a successful career. The
hall’s acoustics are certainly a boon for any aspiring
musician. During planning, Washburn officials
consulted with a renowned acoustical physicist to
determine the proper building shape and construction
materials to produce sound quality similar to an echo
chamber. This creates a memorable experience for the
audience as well.
“White Concert Hall has been enjoyed by the
Washburn community and the Topeka community
all these years because of its outstanding acoustic
quality,” said Laura Stephenson, dean, College of Arts

and Sciences. “Think of the tradition of Washburn
Vespers. Every seat is full and audience members are
captivated as our students perform because the music
is so clear and vibrant.”
In addition to the University’s exceptional venue,
Manager credits her professors with guiding and
mentoring her, especially the late Gordon Gaines.
“Gordon became my teacher and friend,” Manager
said. “I remember how he would call at work and at
home to see if I was learning the new arias he had

given me and to keep me under his wing – more like
a mentor.”
As White Concert Hall looks forward to another 50
years, more students will have the opportunity to
discover early success on its stage – just like Manager
did at that senior recital so many years ago.
“I learned a great deal at Washburn – far more than I
or my teachers realized,” Manager said. “Later it made
itself known.”

Historical Highlights
Dedicated on Oct. 20, 1968, Garvey Fine Arts
Center, which includes White Concert Hall,
celebrated its 50th anniversary this school
year. Here are some of the renowned venue’s
historical highlights.
• Garvey Fine Arts Center also includes Neese
Gray Theatre, Mulvane Art Museum and the
music and theatre departments.
• In 2017, the Rita Blitt Gallery and Sculpture
Garden was opened. Guests enter through
the lobby of White Concert Hall to create
an intersection of art and music.

• Olive White Garvey, ba 1914, h ’63, was a
primary donor to many areas on campus,
including the Fine Arts Center. She named
the hall after her brother, Elliot White, ba ’24.
• A sculpture of a phoenix was placed in
the lobby at the opening. The mythical
bird represents Washburn’s rebirth since
the 1966 tornado. It is still on display.
• The hall has hosted performances by
Broadway star Jeff Kready, b music ’04;
rock band Kansas, which features former
Washburn students; jazz musician Dizzy
Gillespie; and conductor Leonard Slatkin.

Kansas recorded a live album with the Washburn Symphony Orchestra in 2009. Photo by Peggy Clark

Dignified Work
Coco retiring after career of educating, empowering students
By Jeremy Wangler • jwangler@wualumni.org

Clark Coco sneaked into Coach Jack Hartman’s
basketball practice at Kansas State University and sat
in the bleachers. The legendary coach sent someone to
check on the young student.
“He sent a manager up, probably to kick me out,”
Coco said. “I told him I wanted to coach, and I
respect the discipline of Coach Hartman’s program.”
After relaying the message, Coco could watch every
practice from then on, and the experience helped
propel a successful career. He’ll retire this summer
after seven years as dean of Washburn University
Institute of Technology. Meeting workforce needs, he’s
partnered with industry and community leaders to
create five national training centers, Washburn Tech
East and new career programs. High schools sending
students to Washburn Tech increased from 16 to 42.
Overall enrollment increased 55 percent.

“Clark’s leaving it in a much better place,” Flanders
said. “And he’ll be their biggest cheerleader.”
Coco and his wife moved to Glasco, Kansas, where
he’ll stay busy. They bought the town newspaper, and
Clark is on the city council. One of his many sports
analogies can wrap up the career he’s leaving.
“At the end of the game, you walk off the court, you
look at the scoreboard and you don’t need to talk. You
let it speak for itself.”

Blake Flanders, president, Kansas Board of Regents, is a
proponent of Coco and the value of technical education.
“Clark cares about students first,” Flanders said. “He is
a tremendous motivator, and he’s had a real vision for
where he wants the institution to go.”
Coco’s approach includes making students feel
important. He recalled an individual who lost their
job, took a Washburn Tech entrance exam and was
one point short. Coco allowed the student to enroll,
and the student was later voted student of the year.
Coco also remembered homeless students whose
classes were the steadiest aspects of their lives.
“It’s very powerful when a student knows they’re
welcome and wanted,” Coco said.
Mantras of dignity and transformation fill the campus
landscape, and from winning competitions to having
one of the highest graduation and placement rates in
Kansas, students excel. Flanders believes the culture
will continue.
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Clark Coco, dean, Washburn University Institute of
Technology. Photo by Doug Stremel

Grateful Service
Scheibmeir retiring after 10 years of thoughtful, passionate leadership
By Sarah Towle • stowle@wualumni.org

One word comes to mind when Monica Scheibmeir,
dean, Washburn University School of Nursing, thinks
about retirement. Grateful.
She is grateful for the alumni support of the school,
especially the recent renovation of the space in Petro
Allied Health Center and scholarship support for
students. She is grateful for the faculty and staff
who have implemented exceptional programs and
taken students under their wings, and she is grateful
for her fellow deans on campus who have created
interprofessional programs so nursing graduates
have the skills to help them well into their futures.
Scheibmeir is most grateful for the leaders who came
before her.
“The efforts by former deans Alice Adam Young
and Cindy Hornberger (bsn ’78) and the heavy
lifting they did was incredible,” she said. “We have
done amazing things in the last 10 years, but it came
because of their efforts.”
The legacy of Young and Hornberger, and instilling
the idea that the School of Nursing at Washburn
should serve the community, was why Ginger Breedlove,
bsn ’78, recommended the position to Scheibmeir. The
two worked together at the University of Kansas School
of Nursing, and Breedlove knew Scheibmeir would be
a good fit for her alma mater because she could bring
in additional grant funding and had experience in
expanding graduate education.
“She has continued the legacy of caring for
Washburn students, supporting them and making
the educational pathway meaningful,” Breedlove said.
“Washburn nursing graduates come out of school with
a passion for their profession.”
Since Scheibmeir started in 2009, faculty and staff
have come together on many projects – namely
implementing Lean Six Sigma, StrengthsFinder
and TeamSTEPPS training to enhance nursing
performance, communication and patient safety.

Monica Scheibmeir, dean, Washburn University
School of Nursing. Photo by Doug Stremel

She said everything they learned from those trainings
helped shape how the faculty worked together and
created new programs.
After she steps down this summer, Scheibmeir is
excited to see how technological advancements will
change the core of nursing practice. One of the biggest
challenges will be how to decipher and manage
information to improve patient care experiences.
Nurses will need to understand and direct the use
of robotics and artificial intelligence within the
experience of providing health care services, while
keeping a sharp eye on making sure the patient sees
value in the care they are receiving.
“Change is inevitable,” she said. “It is a constant
rumble under your feet. Nursing going forward will
have to continue to find efficient ways to manage the
knowledge explosion, and that will be harder than
people think. Nevertheless, the School of Nursing
will continue its legacy of supporting the health of our
community. How we do it is by being open, supportive
and willing to go the extra mile with our partners.”
Campus News
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Career Ichabods
Faculty and staff remain connected after decades-long careers
By Jeremy Wangler • jwangler@wualumni.org

The tornado of 1966 destroyed a large portion of
Washburn University, ushering in physical changes
that are still seen today and will be around for a long
time. Perhaps more longstanding, though, are the
effects faculty and staff at the time had on campus and
still have as engaged retirees.
“Everyone was so positive even though we had gone
through this terrible tornado. They were so positive
about what Washburn was going to be doing,”

Richard Shermoen, retired professor and chair of the
mathematics and statistics department, recalled as he
was contemplating working at Washburn in 1967.
“I was just so taken by it and ready to take an offer.”
He is one of dozens of Washburn employees who
started around the time of the tornado and stayed for
decades, some for more than 40 years.
“The recovery was just phenomenal,” he said. “After
a year or two, it was like nothing had happened.”
Shermoen, who chaired the department for 26 years
before retiring in 1993, also credits the longevity
and dedication of many employees to Washburn’s
commitment to being a student-centered University.
“People didn’t seem to have any reason to leave
because they were so happy with the way things were
going,” he said. “Priority one was teaching and taking
personal interest in the students.”
While Shermoen was brought to Washburn from out
of state, Carol Vogel, ba ’67, grew up across the street
from campus and walked the rock wall along 17th
Street with friends as a child, pretending alligators
would get them if they fell. She lived through the
tornado as a student and then started a 44-year
Washburn career in 1969 as a German teacher and
later the director of equal opportunity.
“Everybody had a job to get done,” Vogel said.
“Students worked hard. Faculty worked hard. The
dedication during that era was amazing. Everybody
just pitched in. There was a lot of camaraderie.”
She also echoed the importance of faculty building
their careers around the student-centered concept.

Dale Anderson directed KTWU, Washburn’s public
television station, for 31 years. Photo from The Kaw,
1967
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“Washburn has always had a very strong academic
tradition, and I think that attracted a lot of people,”
she said. “There was an opportunity to really be
a teaching institution that put students first,

Richard Shermoen (back row, second from right), poses with members of the mathematics faculty. He chaired the
department for 26 years. Photo from The Kaw, 1967

and your role as a faculty member was to be the
best faculty member you could be in relationship
to your students.”
Dale Anderson was hired in 1967 to manage KTWU,
Washburn’s public television station.
“When I came here, the budget for the station was
$45,000,” Anderson said. “A lot of people still didn’t
know what public television was and people wondered
what Washburn was doing with a TV station.”
In his 31 years, he grew the station’s reputation while
faculty like Shermoen and Vogel grew Washburn’s
academic reputation.
“Most of us were very experienced when we came
here,” said Anderson, who had previously taught mass
media at universities around the nation. “I think
Washburn blossomed. We brought attention to the
state and the region. We’re a well-known community
university with a good tradition. You’ve got a backfill
of people from back then who stayed and really made
the place go.”

Shermoen’s transplantation to Washburn produced
a family of Ichabods now in its third generation. His
wife, Nancy, was an administrative assistant in the art
and psychology departments for 19 years.
“Our decision to come to Washburn was certainly
the best one we have ever made,” he said. “We have
enjoyed to no end our working years and the time
subsequently. It just couldn’t have been better.”
Like other retired Washburn employees, they remain
engaged and connected.
“Washburn gets in your blood,” Vogel said. “It’s
more than just a collection of buildings. Washburn
gives to you as an individual and then gives you
an opportunity to give back. You’re made to feel
welcome. You’re made to feel important even though
you’ve retired and gone on to something else. If you’ve
devoted the bulk of your professional life to some
place, to feel like you were valued and you contributed
something that was worthwhile and you’re still
appreciated – that is something many institutions
don’t do.”

Campus News
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Bret Durbin, bs '03, mcj '05, created the Trash Mountain Project to bring sustainable change to communities that
surround or depend on a landfill to live. Many children and families dig through the trash looking for food or items
to sell in trash mountain communities. Photo provided by Trash Mountain Project

Trash Mountain
Alumnus works internationally to defeat extreme poverty
By Sarah Towle • stowle@wualumni.org

Brett Durbin knew he had a good life growing up. He
went to school in the Washburn Rural school district
in Topeka, Kansas. He came to Washburn and earned
bachelor’s and master’s degrees in criminal justice,
and his wife earned her degree in management. Their
parents had nice jobs, but instead of following them in
their careers, they felt a call to serve others.
“We saw the need in the world, and it really hit us,”
he said.
It was a short talk with a friend in Florida one day
where Durbin, bs ’03, mcj ’05, first heard of a trash
12
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dump community – a group of people who live on
and dig through landfills in search of food or items
to sell. Durbin had just finished seminary, and was
a pastor at a local church, but after hearing about
trash communities, he knew he needed to travel to
Honduras to see the situation for himself.
“I had seen some really bad situations,” he said. “This was
on a different scale. The people are living in trash. We
have heard people say they feel a part of the trash as they
are looking for something to eat or sell. All the humanity
is stripped out of their eyes at the age of 3 or 4.”

Driven by their faith in God and in response to
what they saw, Durbin and his wife, Jaelle, bba ’02,
created the Trash Mountain Project, which works to
develop partnerships with local churches, individuals
and organizations to bring sustainable change to
communities that surround or depend on a landfill
to live. The solutions they are working on must be
sustainable as the problem is multi-generational.
Children start helping their parents dig through the
landfills when they are very young, and it often leads
to disease, malnutrition and violence among gangs
and families. It becomes a cycle that is hard to break.

Some staff have moved from Florida to the Topeka
area, including Timm Collins, a former pastor and
now chief operating officer of the Trash Mountain
Project, because their philosophies have aligned in
how to help people living in trash communities.
Collins recently traveled to Honduras to attend a high
school graduation in one of the trash communities. It's
successes like these that the organization is motivated
by - seeing one of the girls in the school in another
TMP partner community go off to the college and
come back to help the organization, and seeing gangs
and violence start to leave the area.

“We didn’t know how we could help, but we said
we were in,” he said after visiting his first trash
community. “We were told not to move there, and that
by living in America, we had resources and influence
like we couldn’t understand. They needed us to take
their story and help them resource the solution.”
Marking its 10-year anniversary this year, the Trash
Mountain Project works to help the families solve the
problems that created a trash dump community in
the first place. While they are working to stay at the
forefront of research on how to solve the problems,
they are focused on six key areas: nutrition, education,
discipleship, health care, infrastructure and livelihood.
In addition to gangs and violence in the trash
communities, there are no homes, schools or
infrastructure, and Durbin said residents didn’t even
understand the concept of health care.
“We don’t know anything like this in the United
States because we have laws against this,” he said.
“There are a few organizations focused on feeding
children in these communities, but we need to focus
on the problem causing it, and that’s what the Trash
Mountain Project does.”
Ten years in and Durbin has personally traveled
to 59 trash communities, and the Trash Mountain
organization is currently working with 12 of them
in five countries – Honduras, Dominican Republic,
Kenya, the Philippines and an undisclosed location
for security purposes. In order for the organization to
start working with an area, they first find trustworthy
people in the community to partner with instead of
sending people from the United States. He believes
working with people locally in the area can build trust
because their culture is still intact.

Education and ministry are some of the many services
the Trash Mountain Project works into its plan to solve
the problems that create trash dump communities.
Photo provided by Trash Mountain Project

“We don’t want to enable unsustainable lifestyles,”
Collins said. “Long-term sustainability is a core value
of this organization. You don’t change the world by
propping them up, but by giving them a foundation to
stand on.”
Durbin is running this international organization from
northeast Kansas for one reason – the people. He was
still living in Florida when he initially launched this
project, but today, almost 80 percent of the volunteers
and resources come from Topeka and northeast Kansas.
“This is a very giving city,” he said. “They are very
generous, and they just respond. Whether people live
in the Philippines or Topeka, they understand we are
neighbors in the human family.”
Alumni News
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On a Mission
Alumnus finds challenges leading homeless shelter, tackling trafficking
By Sarah Towle • stowle@wualumni.org

In April 21, 1986, Barry Feaker walked into his first day
on the job as director of the Topeka Rescue Mission.
About 2 p.m., he got his first phone call. The caller
said a drunk man with his pants around his ankles
was walking toward the mission, and Feaker needed
to take care of it. He walked outside to find an older
man stumbling down Kansas Avenue toward him. The
man got to him and reached out his hand, and Feaker
helped him up on the sidewalk.
“He asked me if I had a belt,” Feaker said, realizing he
wasn’t drunk, but instead, he was old and stiff. “He
said, ‘Many years ago I was in a construction accident,
I’m skin and bones, and I’m sorry, I just can’t keep my
pants up – do you have a belt?’”

“I want to be as
compassionate and loving
and as understanding as
possible to give everyone an
opportunity to move forward
in life.” Barry Feaker
The people at the mission managed to find one. Feaker
put the belt around the man because he could not do
it himself, and he walked away.
“What I learned that day is that we look at people
as we think we understand them, and we make a
decision based on what we understand,” Feaker said.
“It kind of set the pace for what I’m still learning over
these 33 years as director.”
When Feaker, ba ’80, h ’13, started at the mission,
he did not have other full-time staff to rely on. For a
14
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mission operating 24 hours a day, that was a problem,
and for the first few years, he was always on call.
Today, the mission has grown to five buildings, houses
almost 300 people per night and runs a robust sack
lunch program for people living on the streets.
A self-described high-sensation seeker, Feaker said he
tends to choose the high roller coasters in life because
he likes a challenge. On a plaque outside his office,
there is a stained-glass art piece with the words “expect
a miracle.” Given to him by a neighbor, this is how he
faces the challenges of leading the mission.
“The opportunity to see an impossibility become a
possibility is exciting to me, and to expect that miracle
to happen," he said. "There are often problems without
any solution, and it ends up working out.”
Feaker said he’s grown considerably in the job, but has
become more settled over time in knowing his faith
will guide him and the mission through successes and
failures. Through it all, he has raised two daughters
who still tell people about the work of the mission and
carry on the values he portrayed in helping others.
While he had to spend a lot of time at the mission, he
made sure his children were there too interacting with
people.
“I’ve stood in front of guns and knives, people with
psychosis have threatened to kill me, I have seen
death, and I’ve held people while they died, but none
of that is as difficult as learning how to be a good
dad,” he said. “Early on, my struggle was how to
balance this and be a good father to my two young
girls. After a while, I saw some evidence that I did not
break them, so I was very happy.”
Despite the early struggles, Feaker is currently facing
the largest challenge of his career as he is working
to bring awareness to and combat an international
problem that occurs in Topeka – human trafficking.

Barry Feaker, ba ’80, h ’13, learned quickly as director of the Topeka Rescue Mission not to judge someone until
he can better understand their situation. He’s learning that still as he works to combat human trafficking. Photo by
Michael C. Snell

“When we got involved in combating human
trafficking, it really changed me,” he said, telling
a story about a woman who told him she had been
trafficked and not believing her at first. “The eyes
cannot see what the mind does not comprehend.”

pass resolutions to declare war on human trafficking
within a two and half week period. On Feb. 1, 2018,
the 70th anniversary of National Freedom Day,
Kansas became the first state in the nation to declare
war on human trafficking.

He has since seen evidence of human trafficking at the
mission for about five years now – or at least evidence
he’s recognized and worked to combat. His way of
dealing with it was, “Either I’m going to do something
very drastic to stop this, or I’m going to do something
very drastic to stop this – to me, there was no choice.”

Topeka and Shawnee County declared war to do the
same thing in April 2018, and now Feaker is working
on all of northeast Kansas. He said the challenge is
now how to navigate something that has grown into
a national movement, because without a focus on
human trafficking, the homelessness population will
only continue to grow.

He and former Gov. Sam Brownback worked together
to make a proclamation, and while Feaker appreciated
it, it needed more meat. He went to the Kansas
Legislature and met with leadership in the House
and Senate. Both chambers voted unanimously to

“I want to be as compassionate and loving and
as understanding as possible to give everyone an
opportunity to move forward in life,” he said.
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Angie Price, aa ’88, aa ’89, b music ’89, has coached the Dancing Blues to national championships five times. Her
daughters, Abby Price, ba ’19 (left), and Josie Dease, b music ’13 (right), were each part of championship teams.
Scott Price, ba ’88, their father and Angie’s husband, rounds out a family of Ichabods. Photo by Doug Stremel

Stepping Up
Angie Price coaching Dancing Blues to recent and sustained success
By Jeremy Wangler • jwangler@wualumni.org

Angie Price sat at the top of the arena at a national
dance competition and listened to the results. The
coach was optimistic but still ready to console her
team after another year of disappointment. Her oldest
daughter, Josie, sat with her Dancing Blues teammates
down below.
“They started from the bottom and went all the way up
to first place,” said Angie, aa ’88, aa ’89, b music ’89.
“They announced sixth place and it wasn’t us,” said Josie,
b music ’13. “They announced fifth place and it still wasn’t
us, and we were like, ‘Oh, we did pretty well.’”
The announcer continued to not say Washburn University.
“They announced third placed and we were like, ‘Oh
my gosh, we got second place,’” Josie said. “And then
they announced second place and it wasn’t us. We
couldn’t believe it. We started crying.”
16
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The 2013 national championship was the ultimate
culmination to her Washburn dance career.
“We had some trials and tribulations leading up
to my senior year,” Josie said. “We worked really
hard and felt like we hadn’t been recognized until
that moment.”
Married and now Josie Dease, she’s a first-grade teacher
at Logan Elementary School in Topeka. Angie’s other
daughter, Abby Price, ba ’19, is a philanthropic services
associate at Topeka Community Foundation.
“Dancing for my mom was my favorite thing I did at
Washburn,” Josie said. “I was so proud to be part of that
first championship.”
Including that first championship, the Dancing Blues
have won national titles at the American Dance/
Drill Team event in five seasons. This year, they won

in jazz and hip-hop routines, as well as an overall
championship. The expectation for success has grown
since Angie started coaching the Washburn dance
team 31 years ago in 1988.
“It wasn’t a competition dance team back then,” she
said. “I had to change the reputation from it being some
girls who get together for fun and perform at games to
being a high-quality, competition dance team.”
The Dancing Blues now rehearse in a studio in Petro
Allied Health Center, they receive scholarships through
the music department and have a solid group of fans
and donors. Before the recent success, Angie would have
to seek dancers just to try out. Now, they contact her.
“The University has been extremely supportive of the
Dancing Blues,” Angie said. “I tell my team each year,
‘You’re not just a Dancing Blue at games. You’re a
Dancing Blue all the time. People are going to recognize
you. You’re representing all of us and Washburn.’”
Josie was a part of the first national title and she has
choreographed four championship routines. Abby was
on the team the last three years, competing in two
national championships.

football games, we complement the movements of the
marching band and enhance their show.”
Angie’s husband, Scott Price, ba ’88, rounds out a family
of four Ichabods. The two met in high school at Kansas
All-State Choirs. After getting a Washburn degree in
communications, Scott worked in radio for 10 years
and then worked as a firefighter for 24 years before
retiring as a battalion chief. He supports Angie and their
daughters and is proud of what they’ve accomplished.
“It’s a family business for sure,” Scott said. “I’m
very proud of both my daughters and all of their
accomplishments. They’ve taken their education much
farther than I have.”
Like her daughters, Angie remembers loving dance
since early childhood.
“I asked my mother recently, ‘Did I ask to take dance
lessons, or did you just put me in it?’ And she said,
‘You asked over and over until I put you in.’
“And I’ve always loved it,” Angie said.

“As you’re walking around campus or in the
community, people will say, ‘Hey, you’re a Dancing
Blue,’” Angie said. “It’s a constant feeling of being a
representative of the University. It’s really cool to have
people approach you like that.”
As Angie continues growing the program, she must
balance the artistic side with the technical side of
putting together championship routines.
“The technique expected now has increased
dramatically,” she said. “Just doing a lot of turns is not
necessarily that entertaining. However, when you get
to a competition, you have to put in those things to
increase your score.”
Angie co-owns Infinity Dance Studio with Josie. She has
also choreographed community musicals – one of many
ways she gets to have fun with the artistic side of dance.
“Dance is an art and you should be able to
choreograph how you want,” she said. “When we
perform at basketball games, the main objective is to
entertain the crowd. Generally, the routines are fast,
energetic and designed to get the crowd excited. At

The 2019 team won national championships in the
overall, hip-hop and jazz categories. Photo submitted

Dancing Blues National Championships
at the American Dance/Drill Team
Collegiate Championship
2013 – Jazz
2015 – Jazz
2017 – Jazz
2018 – Hip-Hop
2019 – Overall, Hip-Hop, Jazz
Alumni News
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Stephen Jeffery, ba ’63, trekked the 165-mile Tahoe Rim Trail before his 80th birthday during a series of hikes
in 11 weeks last year. He and his wife, Nancy Jeffery, ba ’92, have always been on the lookout for their next big
adventure since meeting at Washburn and marrying 55 years ago. Photo submitted

Uphill Battle
Alumnus completes Tahoe Rim Trail before 80th birthday
By Chris Marshall

While sitting on a beach with his family in Hawaii,
Stephen Jeffery decided his next destination would be
Lake Tahoe.

conditions and daunting distances, it’s easy to see why
Jeffery’s much-younger hiking companions nicknamed
him “blue-eyed tough old guy,” or “TOG” for short.

Many retirees dream of hopping between picturesque
vacation spots, but the travel plans for this soon-to-be
80-year-old weren’t quite as relaxing. As his milestone
birthday approached, Jeffery, ba ’63, set a goal not just
to walk the lake’s shores, but to hike the perimeter. All
of it – and from a high enough elevation that wildfire
smoke billowing below would sometimes block his
lake view.

“I was 80 and looking for a little challenge,” he said,
“and I guess I found it.”

More than 2,200 people have completed the 165-mile
Tahoe Rim Trail, but Jeffery was the oldest in an
11-person group who hiked additional access trails for
a total mileage of 192.
After persevering through an 11-week uphill battle
with drastic elevation changes, unexpected weather
18
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Every Wednesday from June 20 through Sept. 5, 2018,
the group members, all in their 30s to 60s except
Jeffery, were dropped off with two guides and three
quarts of water apiece and proceeded to where they
left off at the lake. The already-challenging route,
which included a total elevation gain of 24,000 feet,
was further complicated by California’s Ferguson and
Carr wildfires.
“It really made it very difficult,” Jeffery said. “Some
people had masks to help get clearer air. Typically, we
didn’t and just had to deal with it. Sometimes, looking
straight down 2,000 to 3,000 feet, the lake wasn’t

visible because of smoke. One of the days was a
25-mile hike, so it was a really challenging time.”
Two people quit because of the conditions, but Jeffery
never missed a trip to the designated meet-up point.
“Mostly, the views were spectacular,” he said, “and it
was an overall exhilarating experience.”
The Grass Valley, California, resident regularly hiked
five to 10 miles before ramping up his training to
cover nearly 200 miles in the months before Tahoe.
He attributed the thorough preparation, equipment
and the group’s camaraderie for helping him persevere.
“We became really good friends,” he said. “After the
first hike, we designated someone to bring a cooler
and chips every week. We popped some beer at
the end of the day and enjoyed talking about the
experience while massaging our weary feet.”
Another source of encouragement between hikes was
his wife, Nancy Jeffery, who he met at Washburn
and married 55 years ago. Even on nights when he
returned home as late as 9:30, she was waiting to hear
a recap over a larger-than-usual dinner.
“He’d eat twice as much while relaying the entire day
to me,” Nancy, ba ’92, said. “He’d crash into bed, get
some sleep, hike a few times during the week, then go
back for another long one the following Wednesday.”

Stephen served two years in the Navy before coming
to Washburn for a degree in economics. He said
he and Nancy remain appreciative of their time
on campus, most notably for its comfortable size,
extracurricular activities, instructors and, of course,
that chance meeting decorating a float.
“Fifty-five adventure-filled years later,” Nancy said,
“here we are.”
Stephen received a graduate degree in international
business from the Thunderbird School of Global
Management in Arizona, the first of several moves
that took the couple to eight different states and two
foreign countries before finally retiring in California.
Nancy said their children, Todd, 54, and Gray, 51,
share their wanderlust, both having lived in several
countries. But when the whole family meets in one
place, as they did in last year’s vacation to Hawaii,
there’s no telling what ideas might come into play.
“He’ll find something else that will keep him
engaged and learning, and that’s what we both try
to do,” Nancy said. “Regardless of age, if you’ve got
the energy, it’s a thrill to seek new challenges. Perhaps
at a slower pace.”

When Jeffery’s three-month routine ended at the
finish line, Nancy was waiting along with their
dog, Tinga, and later hosted a party back home
with friends.
“Knowing him the way I do, he’d do everything he
could to finish, even if he had to hobble,” she said.
“And he did. His feet hurt and coming downhill for
hours is hard on the knees too. But he persevered and
said, ‘What’s next?’”
It’s a question Stephen and Nancy have asked
frequently since they first met while constructing a
float for Washburn’s Homecoming parade. Aside from
grueling hikes around Lake Tahoe, the couple has
rarely been apart since.
“We spotted each other and fell in love at first sight,”
said Stephen, whose Sigma Phi Epsilon fraternity
partnered with Nancy’s Kappa Alpha Theta sorority
for Greek Homecoming festivities.

Stephen Jeffery. Photo submitted
Alumni News

19

Students of Linda Dishman, b ed ’12, congratulate her after she won the Milken Educator Award last fall as a fifthgrade teacher at Berryton Elementary School in Topeka. Photo submitted

Head of the Class
Lifelong learner receives 2018-19 Milken Educator Award
By Annie Flachsbarth

Linda Dishman received the surprise of a lifetime
last fall when she won a Milken Educator Award at a
school assembly. The fifth-grade teacher at Berryton
Elementary in Topeka, Kansas, was the nation’s first
2018-19 recipient of the national recognition, which
comes with a $25,000 cash prize.
“I was just so shocked,” Dishman, b ed ’12, said. “I
thought it could be anyone – I was surrounded by
great educators. We all work so hard. So, when they
called my name, I couldn't believe it was me.”
Characterized by Teacher magazine as “the Oscars
of teaching,” the Milken Educator Awards are a big
deal. Recipients are selected in early to mid-career for
what they have achieved and for the promise of what
they will accomplish. Different from most teacher
20
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recognition programs, teachers cannot apply for the
award and candidates do not know they are being
considered. Instead, nominees are sourced through
a confidential selection process and then reviewed
by blue ribbon panels appointed by state department
of education officials. Only the most exceptional
candidates are recommended for the award with final
approval by the Milken Family Foundation.
In her seventh year of teaching, the award is quite
an achievement. Dishman’s nomination in 2018-19
for a Kansas Teacher of the Year award may have
helped get her on the radar for the committee’s
secretive selection process. For those who work closely
with her, it’s no mystery why the Topeka native
deserves the recognition.

“Linda is the complete package,” said Laura
Hurla, one of Dishman’s co-teachers on Berryton
Elementary’s fifth-grade team for the past seven
years. “She’s a master of understanding her students’
needs and then designing creative, fun lessons to
enhance learning.”

Hitting the Books
When Dishman started college, she didn’t know
what she wanted to do. She joined the Delta Gamma
sorority, which helped her develop leadership skills
and choose her academic and career goals.
“Delta Gamma was the best decision I made in
college,” Dishman said. “I learned so much about
myself. I also built long-lasting friendships and
gained confidence.”
In fact, it was one of her sorority sisters who
encouraged her to try a class in education. The
class, paired with a job working at a daycare center,
solidified her decision to go into teaching.
“Going to Washburn was a wonderful experience
for me,” Dishman said. “The education department
taught me effective teaching strategies and best
practices. I definitely felt prepared for all the successes
and challenges I would face as a teacher.”
Berryton Elementary Principal Stacey Giebler
noted Dishman’s education at Washburn was just
the beginning.

a few home projects and to purchase several robots
for her classroom.
“I think it will be fun to let my students program the
robots and integrate it into some math instruction
with coordinate grids,” Dishman said. “It will be a
good opportunity for them to be creative and use their
critical thinking skills.”
For Dishman, empowering her students and helping
them feel safe to learn from their mistakes is key. That’s
one of the reasons why her favorite subject to teach is
math – it’s where she struggled as a student and where
students are often the most hesitant. So Dishman
applies conceptual math concepts – like using candy
bars and brownies when learning about multiplying
and dividing fractions – to provide different strategies
that are student-centered and hands-on.
“Mistakes help their brains grow,” Dishman said. “It’s
important to create a classroom environment where
they can take risks and try new things. I love to see
their aha moments.”
It’s that extra attention to detail to make sure concepts
are resonating with students that makes Dishman
shine as an educator.
“This is more than just a job for her,” Hurla said.
“Linda is a lifestyle teacher. We’re just so proud
of her.”

“She’s still a good student. She’s a lifelong learner,”
Giebler said. “She is very hardworking and passionate
about what she does.”
That passion drove Dishman to obtain a master of
education as a reading specialist in 2018 from Fort
Hays State University.
“Linda felt the least confident in her reading
instruction, so she went out and got her master’s,”
Hurla said. “She’s going to go and discover what she
doesn’t know so that she can be a better practitioner
for the students.”

Making the Grade
The unrestricted award of $25,000 can be used
however the recipient chooses. Dishman plans to
use the money to pay off her student loan, complete

(From left) Former recipient William Smithyman,
former Kansas Gov. Dr. Jeff Colyer, Linda Dishman,
former recipient Brad Nicks, chairman and co-founder
of the Milken Family Foundation Lowell Milken, and
Berryton Elementary School Principal Stacey Giebler.
Photo submitted

Alumni News

21

Life Spark
Welding certificate gives Kjellberg foundation for career, leadership
By Angela Lutz

When Sheila Kjellberg first started welding, her young
daughter wanted to know where her mother got those
ugly boots. In her previous jobs, Kjellberg, certificate ’17,
had frequently worn heels, but her new professional
attire demanded a more industrial approach. Fashion
aside, Kjellberg was all in – as a student in Washburn
University Institute of Technology’s Accelerating
Opportunity: Kansas program, she had moved two
hours from home with her two small children to learn a
skill and start a career.

"I knew what I signed up
for. Obviously I went into a
field that is dominated by
people who definitely don’t
look like me. Being a black
female in a very different job
atmosphere was a bit rough."
- Sheila Kjellberg
“I was at a point where I needed to make more
money,” Kjellberg said. “I started looking at programs,
and I thought I’d always wanted to learn to weld. I
looked at the job placement rate and realized I could
make a decent living and have a skill that nobody
can take away from me. So, I moved to Topeka and
decided I would become a welder.”
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jobs – and in Kjellberg’s case, Green had no doubt she
would thrive in her new career. Right from the start,
Kjellberg’s outgoing, confident personality made her
a standout in class – though she, like most students,
came in with no welding experience whatsoever.
“She didn’t know whether she was going to like
welding or not,” Green said. “But she took to the
artistic side of it almost immediately. Forty-seven
years ago, if someone had told me welding and artistic
ability went together, I would have told them they
were crazy. In that aspect, people like Sheila have
taught me there is a different realm for welding.”
The artistic side of welding remains most appealing
to Kjellberg. Outside of work, she has created her
own brand, Lee Elaine Design, which focuses on
metal sculpture and woodworking – think shiny
metal flowers to hang on the wall or furniture made
from slabs of walnut and cedar. In addition to
providing a creative outlet, working as a welder has
allowed Kjellberg, a single mother, to change her
family’s narrative.
“My career since going to Washburn Tech has allowed
me to provide for my family,” she said. “We have
private health insurance for the first time ever, and
I can provide all the necessities I was struggling to
do before. I want my girls to know that they can do
whatever they need to and not let the fact that it’s just
the three of us hold them back.”

AOK allows students to complete short-term certificate
programs aligned with labor market needs. Kjellberg
graduated from the nine-month welding program
in December 2017, and she currently works as a
fabrication tech at Vortex Custom Metal Fabrication
in her hometown of Salina, Kansas.

Kjellberg also leads by example. She lets very
little stand in her way, even in the traditionally
male-dominated fields of welding and construction.
Green saw her succeed in less-than-welcoming
circumstances when she went to work for a company
while in the welding program. Washburn Tech
students sometimes work part-time in their field to
gain additional experience.

Lester Green, instructor, Washburn Tech, said the
program has tremendous success placing students in

“I introduced her to the guy who owned the company,
and the first thing he said was, ‘Why are you bringing
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me a girl?’” Green recalled. “I said,
‘Right now, she’s the top of the class.”
Kjellberg easily proved herself in that
job, but when it comes to the pushback
she has encountered, she hasn’t been
entirely surprised – “I knew what I
signed up for,” she said. “Obviously I
went into a field that is dominated by
people who definitely don’t look like me.
Being a black female in a very different
job atmosphere was a bit rough. But I
feel like my experience is not going to be
uncommon for much longer.”
Kjellberg credits the staff and instructors
at Washburn Tech with offering
guidance and encouraging her not to
give up. Along with Green, Kjellberg
had a cheerleader in Washburn Tech
advisor Carol Hill, bsw '81, ma '88.
“Her strength, comfort in her own skin
– and welding gear – and her ability to
connect with people from all walks of
life while remaining true to herself will
bode well for her in any career of her
choosing,” Hill said.
Hill also admired Kjellberg’s natural
leadership ability.
“Sheila gently nudged some who
needed motivation, encouraged those
who struggled to not give up, even
confronted others in a supportive way
that felt more like a handshake rather
than a hand up,” Hill said.
Having risen above the professional
challenges she’s faced, Kjellberg said she
looks forward to helping other women
overcome similar obstacles. Eventually,
she would like to pursue advanced
degrees in business or sociology – and
given her experience at Washburn Tech,
she knows she can achieve these goals.

Sheila Kjellberg, certificate ’17, entered Washburn Tech’s welding
program to acquire a job skill nobody could take away from her. She’s
supporting herself and her two daughters as she works at Vortex
Metal Fabrication in Salina, Kansas, and she’s become involved in her
community. Photo submitted

“If I put in the time and effort,” she said,
“the sky is the limit.”
Alumni News
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Alumni Awards
Six people were honored by the Washburn University Alumni Association
and Foundation on April 6, 2019, for their service to their community and
Washburn University.

Deanna (Dee) Bisel, bba ’70, Distinguished Service Award
Dee Bisel retired in 2018 as
owner and CEO of Minuteman
Press of Lawrence, Kansas, a
business she started in 1993.
She developed the franchise
and saw consistent growth with
more than 1,000 client accounts.
Minuteman Press was the first
Kansas printer named a Sustainable Green Printer.
Printing and Imaging Association of Mid-America
named her executive of the year in 2012, and the
Lawrence Chamber of Commerce named her small
business of the year in 2009. She is an ABWA woman
of the year and an ATHENA award winner. Bisel
serves on the board of directors and board of trustees

for the Washburn University Alumni Association and
Foundation. She is an executive board member for the
Printing and Imaging Association of Mid-America and
a board member for SERTOMA, where she created the
SERTOMA BBQ event that has raised $250,000 for the
Lawrence SERTOMA Club philanthropies.
A Washburn memory that has influenced your life:
At 5 p.m. on June 8, 1966, I locked the front door of
the Crane Observatory. At 7:30, I watched on TV the
building being destroyed by the tornado. My love for
Washburn started that summer as I was inspired by the
faculty and alumni who jumped right in and started
cleaning and rebuilding. I still marvel at the fact classes
started on time in September.

Mark Ross, bba ’83, Distinguished Service Award
For 28 years, Mark Ross enjoyed
a career in various sales and
sales management roles at
Monroe Systems for Business,
Savin Corporation and Ricoh
Corporation, nationwide
providers of office technology
solutions. During this time,
he earned the Branch Sales Manager Outstanding
Performance Award six times as the top sales manager
in the nation, and he also achieved 21 President's
Club awards. Over the past six years, he has worked
as a sales and marketing business consultant based in
Overland Park, Kansas. Ross serves as a Washburn
University Alumni Association and Foundation trustee
and director and he served on the Washburn Alumni
Association board of directors for six years. He serves
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on the Alpha Delta alumni board of directors and
he received the fraternity's Outstanding Alumnus
award in 2012. He volunteers for several community
organizations including Heart to Heart International.
How has your Washburn experience contributed
to your life and career: My experience at Washburn
and Alpha Delta helped impress upon me the
importance of relationship building, teamwork
and adaptability. These are some of the values that
continue to guide my professional and personal life
today. My favorite memories from Washburn have
evolved from the friendships I developed as a student
to the relationships I have established as an alumnus
through participation with all the great Ichabods
involved with the Washburn University Alumni
Association and Foundation.

Joan Barker, b ed ’75, Lilla Day Monroe Award
Joan Barker grew up playing
on Washburn’s campus, earned
her degree as an Ichabod and is
still involved in the University.
She’s an alumna of Kappa Alpha
Theta, having served on the
advisory and alumnae boards
and was honored as Theta of the
Year as an alumna. She was initiated into Nonoso as a
student and served as a sponsor. Barker taught second
grade at Most Pure Heart of Mary for seven years and
has been executive secretary of the Topeka High School
Historical Society for 25 years, organizing events and

fundraising initiatives and keeping track of graduates.
She stays involved at Washburn – still living a few
blocks from campus – by attending events and concerts.
How has Washburn influenced your life: From my
early memories, the campus was a place of carefree
fun. I flew kites on the golf course and traveled every
sidewalk on my bike. It provided the best faculty,
mentors, role models and people who I wish to
emulate. It has provided volunteer opportunities that
helped me realize the importance of giving back.
It gave me the gift of beautiful friendships and the
realization that structures can inspire, but it’s the
people inside those buildings who create memories.

Paul B. Etzel, bs ’71, Col. John Ritchie Award
Paul Etzel retired in 2014 as
professor of astronomy and
director of the Mount Laguna
Observatory at San Diego
State University. He obtained
$1.3 million in external
grants and mentored dozens
of graduate students on their
thesis committees. He lives in Topeka and is a trustee
with the Washburn University Alumni Association
and Foundation. He and his wife, Rita, established
scholarships for nursing and Washburn University
Institute of Technology students, and an endowment
for instructional support for physics and astronomy.

Share your fondest memory about Washburn:
R. Stanley Alexander of Washburn University
delivered two lectures about his research on eclipsing
binary stars at the University of Kansas in 1968. Those
lectures proved to be life changing and prompted
me to transfer to Washburn. Washburn had the only
functional research telescope in Kansas on the roof
of Stoffer Hall. One night, my observations were
interrupted at about 2 a.m. by a police helicopter
shining its searchlight into the dome slit, which was
soon followed by the sounds of the campus police
banging on the observatory door.

Billie Jean Graham, bba ’09, Graduate of the Last Decade (GOLD) Award
Billie Jean Graham interned at
BNSF Railway while at Washburn
and that experience provided her
a job when she graduated. She is
now director of payroll services.
She was a senior manager in
payroll from 2016-18, and she held
numerous positions before that,
moving up from a corporate management trainee. She
was noted early on for her problem solving and analytical
skills and she helped design and implement electronic
income withholding orders, saving the company time
and decreasing potential errors. Graham has earned three
achievement awards with BNSF and was a Topeka’s

Top 20 Under 40 honoree in 2015. She served on the
Washburn Alumni Association board of directors, and
she volunteers at BNSF on the United Way committee
and the Christmas Train committee.
Share your fondest memory about Washburn: When
I was about to graduate from Washburn, I sat in the
Memorial Union with Jeannie Shy from the Foundation
and discussed establishing an endowed scholarship fund.
It was such a surreal moment and something I will always
remember. Through the generosity of multiple Washburn
donors, I was able to graduate with minimal debt. I was
about to become a Washburn donor and do the same
thing for future Ichabods. It was an amazing feeling!
Alumni News

25

DL Smith, Honorary Ichabod Award
DL Smith attended Washburn
University before establishing
DL Smith Electrical
Construction in 1972. He
retired after 33 years as owner
and president. He was active in
industry-related associations,
including serving on the State
Building Advisory Commission from 1978-2015. He
was on the City of Topeka electrical board for 30 years
and was a board member of the Better Business Bureau
of Northeast Kansas. In 1989, he was inducted as a
fellow into the Academy of Electrical Contracting and
in 2000, he won the National Electrical Contractors
Association Comstock Award for work in labor

relations. In 1997, he received the McGraw Award
for the advancement of the electrical contracting
industry. He was a member of Phi Delta Theta while
at Washburn and was named Phi of the Year in 1981.
He has remained active at the University by serving
on the Washburn University Alumni Association and
Foundation board of directors and board of trustees.
Share your fondest memory about Washburn: My
fondest memories were the friendships I developed in
the Phi Delta fraternity and the students I met and
studied with, especially while attending night school.
Washburn showed me the importance of learning in
order to be more proficient in your chosen profession
or field of work.

Honorary Degrees
Washburn University conferred honorary degrees on four people during
May 11, 2019, commencement ceremonies.

Rita Blitt, Doctor of Fine Arts
Rita Blitt is an award-winning
painter, sculptor and filmmaker
whose words “Kindness is
contagious. Catch it!” have
inspired people all over the
world. Her works are included
in many museums and private
collections, including: The
Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art, Kemper Museum
of Contemporary Art, John F. Kennedy Library,
National Museum of Singapore, Spencer Museum of
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Art, Nerman Museum of Contemporary Art, Nevada
Museum of Art, Spertus Institute, Skirball Curltural
Center, Albrecht-Kemper Museum of Art, Kennedy
Museum of American Art and the Mulvane Art
Museum. Her monumental sculpture can be found
in Australia, Israel, Japan, Singapore and the United
States. The Rita Blitt Gallery and Sculpture Garden,
opened in 2017 on the Washburn campus, is the
home of the Rita Blitt Legacy Collection. Blitt’s work
celebrates love of life, nature, music and dance.

Robert Harvey, b music '64, Doctor of Public Service
After serving in the U.S. Army
Reserves, Robert Harvey
relocated to southern California
and spent nine years working
as a project manager for a
second-tier contractor on the
Apollo space program and
shuttle project. During this
time, he also played trombone with the San Fernando
Valley Symphony Orchestra. Later, Harvey worked
as a project manager for a general contracting firm

managing several United States government contracts.
In the mid-80s he moved to New York, New York,
where he started his own business doing financial
systems consulting for Fortune 500 companies. Bob
retired in 2005 and once again became involved with
his alma mater, Washburn University, culminating
with the installation of the Harvey Garden. He
was appointed to the Washburn University Alumni
Association and Foundation board of trustees in 2008.
He retired to St. Petersburg, Florida, in 2013.

Bill Malloy, ba '74, Doctor of Commerce
Bill Malloy joined McCaw
Cellular Communications in
1988. During the next six years
as vice president and general
manager of the southwest region
and head of national marketing,
he launched Cellular One as the
first nationwide wireless brand,
was responsible for managing markets throughout the
southwest and leading the integration of acquisitions
as the company grew to become the nation’s largest
independent wireless operator. After McCaw Cellular
merged with AT&T in 1994 to create AT&T Wireless

Services, Malloy became president of the central U.S.
region. In 1997, he became executive vice president
of U.S. operations for AT&T Wireless. From 19992009, he served in leadership roles with several
startup ventures before retiring. In 2011, Malloy was
recruited out of retirement to join Sprint/Nextel as
chief marketing officer. The company executed a
turnaround that ranked Sprint No. 1 among S&P 500
companies for total shareholder return in 2012 and
2013. He retired in 2014. In serving Washburn, Malloy
established the DoGood Scholarship in the mass
media department, speaks to classes and judges the
School of Business' Elevator Pitch Competition.

Teri Wood, jd '78, Doctor of Law
Teri Wilford Wood is of counsel
in the New York, New York,
office of Jackson Lewis P.C.
Her practice focuses on
representing employers in
global workplace law matters,
including preventive advice
and counseling. She focuses
primarily on international employment issues,
corporate governance and investigations, workplace
training and restrictive covenants worldwide.
Previously, Wood was chief global labor and
employment counsel advising Fortune 100 technology
and financial services corporations worldwide. In

this role, Wood served as associate general counsel
of IBM for most of her two-plus decade career there.
In this position and previously as managing counsel
of American Express Co., she had responsibility for
employment, labor, immigration, pension, benefits
and executive compensation law. Wood was previously
an administrative judge for the federal Equal
Employment Opportunity Commission. She has
served on the board of directors of the Association of
Corporate Counsel, Greater New York Chapter. She
was a member of the board of governors of Washburn
University School of Law and is currently an advisory
board member of the Law School’s Transactional Law
Center.
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Unbeatable
Ichabods win first MIAA title since 2012 with undefeated conference season
By Jeremy Wangler • jwangler@wualumni.org

Lance Lysaught wasn’t blowing smoke when he
told his players they could cap an amazing MIAA
season at their conference finale at Southwest Baptist
University. A campus neighbor was, however, blowing
smoke their way as he burned leaves in his yard before
the April 13 dual.
“It was windy that day, so it was all blowing onto the
courts,” senior Alexis Czapinski said. “I have terrible
allergies, and everyone was coughing.”
An SBU coach eventually got the neighbor to stop, but
it certainly made an impact.
“It was this smoky, hazy atmosphere, and we were
trying to win a championship,” Lysaught said.
The Ichabods overcame the inhalants to beat the
Bearcats, 4-3, to go undefeated in the MIAA at 9-0
and earn their first conference championship since
2012. Their next step is the NCAA Central Region
tournament, which started May 13.

This was the first conference title for Lysaught, ba ’96, in
his fifth season as coach of the Ichabod women and men.
“Going into the season, I knew we had a lot of talent,”
he said. “But we were going into the MIAA season
with teams in the top 10 and top 20. It’s loaded. You
want to win the conference, but you don’t really plan
to win the conference.”
A strong lineup from top to bottom helped the
Ichabods win several 4-3 and 5-2 duals.
“Usually, those can break either way, and all of those
seemed to break our way,” Lysaught said. “I attribute it
to our mental toughness and our ability to play well all
the way down the lineup. When somebody at the top
of the lineup struggles a little bit, somebody at the five
or six spot picks them up.”
Czapinski played in the No. 1 doubles position and
No. 2 singles position in Washburn’s lineup this year.
She ended the regular season ranked second in the
nation in singles and first in doubles. She was an AllAmerican doubles player last year, and her doubles
partner the last two seasons, junior Logan Morrissey,
is a big reason why Czapinski transferred to Washburn
from the University of Kansas. A Lawrence native
and Free State High School graduate, Czapinski was
struggling to earn a spot in the Jayhawk lineup.
“Logan and I knew each other since middle school
and trained under the same coach,” she said. “I heard
she was coming to Washburn, and once I decided
to transfer and I talked with Coach Lysaught, I was
sold on Washburn. I saw his vision for the team, but I
couldn’t have begun to imagine we would go this far.”
She will graduate this summer with a degree in sports
management, and she has a job lined up as an assistant
coach at Army West Point.

Alexis Czapinski. Photo submitted
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“She always finds a way to make everybody else better,
which in turn, makes her better,” Lysaught said. “I
think she’ll be a great Division I coach someday.”

The Ichabods went 9-0 in the MIAA to win their first conference championship since 2012. They were ranked as high
as fifth in the nation during the regular season and began play in the NCAA tournament on May 13. Photo submitted

Being a top-ranked player and an All-American with
a coaching job after graduation is not what Czapinski
expected when she came to Washburn.
“I came here having no clue what I was going to do,”
she said. “I started in engineering at KU, and here
I am going to be a tennis coach. I started off barely
making the lineup at KU to being top 10 in the nation
in doubles and singles. I’m proud of what I’ve done
individually, but it matters so much more to me what
we accomplish as a team.”
Lysaught was named MIAA coach of the year this
year. Czapinski was named co-player of the year and
first team all-MIAA in singles and doubles. Washburn
players earned six all-MIAA awards, and All-America
awards will be announced later. Individual success has
been a regular occasion for Lysaught’s teams.
“But we couldn’t win a conference championship,”
he said. “I hadn’t given up, but I maybe lost sight
of it, thinking it’s too difficult against all these
top-ranked teams.”

"Once I decided to transfer
and I talked with Coach
Lysaught, I was sold on
Washburn. I saw his vision for
the team, but I couldn’t have
begun to imagine we would
go this far." - Alexis Czapinski
Something was different about this team that won
15 straight duals at one point and was ranked as high
as fifth in the nation. The conference title eventually
became a realistic goal Lysaught started talking about.
“Then, all the sudden it sneaks up on you and you get
one. So, it’s pretty cool.”
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Washburn College Bible still source
of pride for alumni 40 years later
By Jeremy Wangler • jwangler@wualumni.org

Award-winning graphic artist Bradbury Thompson put
his mark on one of history’s first printed works with his
own design of the Bible in 1979. Forty years later, it is
still an important part of Washburn University’s story.
Unique because of its typography, the breakup of each
line into segments that are easy to read or recite, and
for striking artwork, the work was well reviewed by
national publications.
The 10-year project was a longtime dream for
Thompson, ba ’34, h ’65, but its completion was not
easy. After losing backing from his publisher in the
mid-1970s, he turned to the Washburn College board
of trustees. The project attracted longtime Washburn
benefactor, Olive White Garvey, ba 1914, h ’63, and
her daughter, Ruth Garvey Fink, h ’81. They became
primary underwriters and Fink chaired the Washburn
College Bible Committee.
“It was a great accomplishment and spread the
University's name to many parts of the world,” said
former committee member Jim Maag, ba ’61, h ’04.

The committee oversaw the Bible’s sales and later the
fundraising and construction of Bradbury Thompson
Alumni Center in 1996, fulfilling Garvey’s request
to have Bible earnings fund a permanent display and
a tribute to the Bible and Thompson. The original,
three-volume Washburn College Bible sold for $2,500,
and the single-volume Oxford Edition sold for $75.
Along with other works by Thompson, they are on
display in the Washburn College Bible Room in the
Alumni Center. Copies were sent to major libraries in
the United States and Europe and to U.S. presidents.
“A great bulk of the credit has to go to Ruth Fink,”
Maag said. “She was just tireless in her efforts.”
Thompson’s other work includes the first depiction of
the Ichabod mascot, designing more commemorative
United States postage stamps than anyone else and
a redesign of Smithsonian magazine. He also taught
graphic art at Yale University.
“Brad was a very congenial person,” Maag said. “He was
not one to brag about his work at all, but if somebody
asked him to explain things, he was more than willing.”

The Washburn College Bible was first published in 1979, and multiple versions of it and other works by Bradbury
Thompson, ba ’34, h ’65, are housed in the Bible Room in the Bradbury Thompson Alumni Center. Photos by Michael C. Snell
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Class Notes
The Washburn University Alumni Association and Foundation loves to receive your news and updated information,
and your former classmates are interested in what you have accomplished. Submit your news and updates online at
wualumni.org/alumninotes or to Bayley Baker at bbaker@wualumni.org by July 31, 2019, to be included in the fall magazine.

1960s
Linaya Hahn, ba ’64, Longmont,
Colorado, Kappa Alpha Theta,
runs a company called Sunshine
Sciences that sells Indoor
Sunshine lights, which help with
learning and health.
Robert Harvey, b music ’64,
St. Petersburg, Florida, Alpha
Delta, received an honorary
doctor of public service from
Washburn this spring. He
worked as a project manager for
several United States government
contracts. In retirement, his
generosity brought the installation
of Harvey Garden on campus.
Kem Lowry, ba ’64, Honolulu,
Hawaii, Phi Delta Theta, was
selected as the recipient of the
University of Hawaii 2018
College of Social Sciences award
for distinguished retired faculty.
Roberta (Schwarz) Smith,
ba ’68, La Quinta, California,
Alpha Phi, and her husband,
Steve, are enjoying retirement.
They spend the winter months
in the California desert region
and summer months in Brooklyn,
New York. Steve spends his time
golfing, and Roberta spends her
time working clay at a pottery
wheel.

1970s
Joan (Friedstrom) Barker,
b ed ’75, Topeka, Kansas, Kappa
Alpha Theta, Nonoso, Washburn
Belles, is the recipient of the 2019
Lilla Day Monroe Award from
the Washburn University Alumni
Association and Foundation.

Deanna (Smelser) Bisel,
bba ’70, Lawrence, Kansas,
Alpha Phi, is a recipient of the
2019 Distinguished Service
Award from the Washburn
University Alumni Association
and Foundation.
Paul Etzel, bs ’71, Topeka,
Kansas, is the recipient of the
Col. John Ritchie Award from
the Washburn University Alumni
Association and Foundation.
Bill Malloy, ba ’74, Wilmette,
Illinois, Sigma Phi Epsilon,
received an honorary doctor of
commerce from Washburn this
spring. He enjoyed a career in
executive leadership roles with
cellular companies including
AT&T Wireless.
Victoria (Billau) Seeger,
ba ’76, b ed ’95, m ed ’05,
Lawrence, Kansas, Phi Kappa
Phi, collaborated on the recently
published article, “Questioning
for Meaning: Enhancing
Questioning Strategies of
Teacher Candidates through
the Understanding by Design
Approach.” Seeger joined the
faculty of Northwest Missouri
State University in 2011.
Rick Ruff, bba ’75, Derby,
Kansas, was recognized by the
Kansas Recreation and Parks
Association for his time and
efforts serving on the Derby
Recreation Commission board.
Ruff was awarded the 2019
Distinguished Board Member
award by KRPA in February.
Fred Stawitz, ba ’73, bs ’85,
Houston, Texas, recently
released his third book
“Boots in the Office,” which
provides guidance for veterans
transitioning from active

service to the civilian workplace.
An award-winning author and
international speaker, Stawitz
trains business executives and
helps them create effective
solutions by shaping a culture
that engages employees in
safe, productive and sustainably
profitable operations. He also
specializes in mitigating human
challenges related to disruptive,
digital technologies. He spoke
on Blockchain technology
at international conferences
in Moscow and Calgary last
year and will address Digital
Age technologies at a global
conference in the United
Kingdom this fall. He’s the
founder and principle of
Storymakers Inc., a
publishing and production
house specializing in literary
and visual arts.
William Thompson, bba ’75,
Port Ludlow, Washington,
Alpha Kappa Lambda, is
currently a retired terminal
manager. Thompson spent 22
years with BNSF Railway.
Roger Werholtz, ba ’71,
Lawrence, Kansas, was named
interim secretary of corrections
by Gov. Laura Kelly. He
previously served as secretary
of corrections under three
governors and also served as
interim executive director of
the Colorado Department of
Corrections in 2013.

Teri (Wilford) Wood, jd ’78,
Bronxville, New York, has
joined Jackson Lewis P.C.
out of the New York office.
Wood previously served more
than 20 years at IBM as chief
global labor and employment
counsel. She earned an honorary
doctor of law from Washburn
this spring.

1980s
Ivan Baker, ba ’81, Tinley Park,
Illinois, was recently named to
the Midwest Commercial Real
Estate Hall of Fame by Midwest
Real Estate News. Baker is one of
only 45 dual certified economic
developers and AICP planners in
the nation.
Steve Coen, jd ’80, Andover,
Kansas, Law Clinic, will be
retiring from the Kansas Health
Foundation in July. Coen has
served as president and CEO
since 2008. Prior to this role,
Coen has served the Kansas
Health Foundation in varying
capacities since 1987, including
director of public affairs,
senior program officer and vice
president for administration.
Kim (Wiechman) Cudney,
jd ’89, Washington, Kansas, was
appointed to the Kansas Judicial
Council. Cudney is chief judge
of the 12th Judicial District.
David Debenham, jd ’80, Phi
Delta Phi, of the 3rd Judicial
District, was appointed to sit
with the Kansas Supreme Court
to hear one case on the court's
December 11, 2018, docket. After
hearing the case, Debenham
joined the Supreme Court
justices in their deliberations and
decision drafting.
Class Notes
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Tish (Nelson) Graham, ba ’80,
Pasadena, California, Marching
Band, Pep Club, was the ninth
annual Women in Technology
Leadership Award from
TVNewsCheck at the NAB Show
in Las Vegas this spring. Graham
is currently the vice president
of broadcast technology at the
ABC Owned Television Stations
Group.
Rebecca (Baker) Hatesohl,
b ed ’82, Greenleaf, Kansas,
and her husband, Gary, were
honored as a part of the 2018
class of Kansas Master Farmers
and Master Farm Homemakers.
James Hess, jd ’88, Leawood,
Kansas, became an attorney
in the worker’s compensation
defense group of McAnany, Van
Cleave & Phillips.
E. Leigh Hood, jd ’82, Bucklin,
Kansas, was appointed by the
Kansas Supreme Court as chief
judge for the 16th Judicial
District. He was elected Ford
County district judge in 2000
and was re-elected four times.
Beth (Palcher) Kornegay, bcj ’85,
Shawnee, Kansas, Zeta Tau Alpha,
Washburn Student Association,
Campus Activities Board, Kaw
Yearbook, Corrections and
Criminal Justice Association, was
appointed to the Johnson County
Kansas Community Corrections
advisory board.
Cally (Kirby) Krallman, bfa
’81, Topeka, Kansas, Washburn
Review, has an exhibit showing
her feature paintings in Lindsborg,
Kansas. The exhibition,
“Waterways and Byways of the
Prairie” is on display at the Birger
Sandzén Gallery.
Greer (Shirreffs) Lang, b ed
’86, jd ’89, Lawrence, Kansas,
Phi Kappa Phi, has joined Lewis
Brisbois as a partner out of the
Kansas City, Missouri, office.
Rhonda McCarvel, bba ’88,
Meridian, Idaho, Kappa
Alpha Theta, joined the Boise
Convention & Visitors Bureau
as sales manager. She serves
on the Meridian Planning and
Zoning Commission.
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Mark Ross, bba ’83, Overland
Park, Kansas, Alpha Delta,
Student Council, is a recipient
of the 2019 Distinguished Service
Award from the Washburn
University Alumni Association
and Foundation.

1990s
Erin (Rhodes) Been, b ed ’95,
Minden, Nevada, Volleyball,
Softball, has been recognized
as the 2019 ACT K-12 Champion
for Nevada. An ACT Champion
is an award recognition given
to those who support the ACT
and its mission of helping young
people gain an education and
find career success.
Joseph Busby, bba ’99, Sugar
Land, Texas, Football, was
promoted to executive account
manager with Mint Physician
Staffing in Houston, Texas.
Susan (Fowler) Calderwood,
as ’90, Topeka, Kansas, has two
children at Washburn currently
– a senior and a sophomore. This
fall, her current high school senior
will attend Washburn, as well.
James Clarke, ba ’97, Kansas
City, Missouri, Phi Delta
Theta, Order of Omega,
Sagamore Society, Blue Key,
Pi Sigma Alpha, WSGA,
University Honors Program,
was named by Trusted Insight
magazine as one of the Top 30
Institutional Investors in the
Midwest. Clarke is the senior
vice president, investments and
treasurer at the Kansas University
Endowment Association.
Nicole Corcoran-Pippin,
ba ’93, Silver Lake, Kansas,
was promoted to the position
of executive associate athletics
director at Kansas University
Athletics. She previously served
as the senior associate athletics
director and senior woman
administrator.
Randy Gordon, jd ’91, Dallas,
Texas, Law Journal, became a
partner at Barnes & Thornburg
LLP as a partner.

Nick Neukirch, bba ’90, Topeka,
Kansas, Rugby Club, is now
the CEO of ProActive Capital
Management, Inc.
Kimberly Rodebaugh, jd ’92,
Hutchinson, Kansas, Law Clinic,
Environmental Law Society,
Moot Court Council, has been
appointed as a senior assistant
district attorney in the 27th
Judicial District.

2000s
Wes Ashton, jd ’03, Polk City,
Iowa, was appointed to vice
president of operations for
Iowa Gas. Previous to this role,
Ashton served as the director of
operations for Iowa Gas.
Asha (Plattner) Belsan, as ’08,
ba ’09, Alexandria, Virginia,
Washburn Physical Therapy
Club, Student Ambassadors,
and her husband, Timothy
Belsan, jd ’09, Law Journal,
announced the birth of their
daughter, Mira Coriana Loree
Belsan, on Feb. 4, 2019.
Erin Bernasek, bba ’06, Topeka,
Kansas, has been employed at the
Department of Veteran Affairs
for 15 years and currently serves
as a human resources specialist.
Dennis Bohm, bba ’04, Cary,
North Carolina, WSGA, Kappa
Sigma, and his wife, Kim Swarts,
welcomed the birth of their son
in October 2018.
Vincent Bowhay, ba ’08, St.
Joseph, Missouri, Sigma Phi
Epsilon, WSGA, was named
the 2019 Gold Scholar Award
recipient by the National
Association for Campus Activities.
Amy (Schlink) Dubach,
bba ’08, Topeka, Kansas, was
recently promoted to director
of member engagement at the
Kansas Society of CPAs.
Brett Flachsbarth, jd ’05,
Topeka, Kansas, has been
appointed to serve as the
deputy secretary for the
Kansas Department of Labor.
Flachsbarth formerly served the
KDOL as the Unemployment
Insurance director.

Daniel Gilligan, jd ’09,
Hutchinson, Kansas,
Asian-American Law Student
Association, was appointed by
the Governor of Kansas to fill
a vacant magistrate position in
the 27th District.
Billie Jean (Bergmann)
Graham, bba ’09, Topeka,
Kansas, Phi Kappa Phi, WSGA,
Student Ambassador, Campus
Activities Board, is the recipient
of the 2019 Graduate of the Last
Decade (GOLD) award from the
Washburn University Alumni
Association and Foundation.
Molly (Zeckser) Howey,
ba ’08, Silver Lake, Kansas,
French Club, was selected as one
of the nationwide winners of the
40 Under 40 awards, an honor
that recognizes young talent in
economic development. Howey
currently serves as the senior vice
president of economic development
for the Greater Topeka Partnership.
Amanda (Connel) Lisher, as ’02,
bls ’03, Lawrence, Kansas, has
returned to Washburn University
as a faculty member in the allied
health department with the
bachelor of health science program.
Curtis Kitchen, ba ’02, Olathe,
Kansas, Washburn Review, is
director of marketing for the
Society for the Simulation of
Healthcare. He was previously
director of marketing for the
National Auctioneers Association.
Laurel Klein Searles, jd ’08,
Topeka, Kansas, Law Journal,
was selected to serve as the
director of unemployment
insurance with the Kansas
Department of Labor. She has
been with the Department of
Labor since 2012, serving as
appeals referee, chief of appeals
and attorney advisor with the
Social Security Administration.
Christine Larson, jd ’09, Boise
City, Oklahoma, was appointed
as the associate district judge for
Cimarron County.

Brian Malone, jd ’08, St. Louis,
Missouri, Law Clinic, Moot
Court Council, Law Democrats,
has been named a shareholder of
the law firm, Lashly & Baer, P.C.
Malone has been with the firm
since 2016.
Kathryn Maxwell, ba ’03,
Topeka, Kansas, was selected to
be director at Helping Hands
Humane Society on a permanent
basis. Maxwell has been serving
HHHS as interim director and
previously served as director of
business affairs since 2010.
Raymond Nunez, bs ’08, Kansas
City, Kansas, was promoted to
major with the Kansas City,
Kansas, Police Department. He
was promoted to captain in 2016.
Kevin O’Keefe, jd ’08, Omaha,
Nebraska, Phi Alpha Delta
Law Fraternity, Student Bar
Association, has joined Abrahams
Kaslow & Cassman LLP as
an associate specializing in
insurance defense, insurance
coverage opinions, commercial
litigation, estate litigation and
criminal defense.
Becky (Williams) Springer,
aas ’03, bas ’05, Topeka, Kansas,
has retired from her 30-year career
inspecting day cares. Springer
started with the Topeka-Shawnee
County Health Agency in 1988.
Zach Watkins, bba ’09,
Lawrence, Kansas, football,
Student Athlete Advisory
Council, was inducted into the
Truman High School Hall of
Fame. Watkins currently serves
as co-defensive coordinator and
special teams coordinator for the
Washburn football team.
Nick Woolery, bpa ’08, Baytown,
Texas, LiNC, WSGA, was named
No. 11 on the Chris Traeger List,
which recognizes the top 100
influencers in local government.
He is director of strategy and
innovation in the city manager’s
office in Baytown, Texas.

2010s
Courtney Boehm, jd ’12,
Hillsboro, Kansas, was appointed
by former Gov. Jeff Colyer as a
district judge in the 8th District.
She previously served as Marion
County Attorney and had a
private practice.
Holly (Wofford) Durham,
bs ’17, Neosho, Missouri, is
the head athletic trainer at
Northeast Oklahoma A&M
College. She was previously
an athletic trainer at Missouri
Southern State University.
Mark Feuerborn, ba ’18, Topeka,
Kansas, Kappa Sigma, Who’s
Who Among Students, Mortar
Board, Collegiate Entrepreneurs
Organization, Radio Club,
Students for Sanders, Student
Media, TriBods, began his career
in journalism at KSNT News in
Topeka while finishing his degree
at Washburn. Since graduating,
he was promoted to the weekday
morning show's technical
director. He now also serves as a
digital content producer, writing
articles and creating interactive
digital experiences for KSNT.
com. He maintains a presence
on campus by volunteering at
KRWU Washburn Radio, the
University's internet radio station
that he founded in 2017.
Ashley (Smith) Gannaway,
bsn ’18, Olathe, Kansas, Zeta Tau
Alpha, Phi Theta Kappa, Student
Nurses of Washburn, is currently
a registered nurse with Advent
Health Shawnee Mission.
Steve Grimmett, aas ’13,
certificate ’13, Topeka, Kansas, has
been employed with Berry Plastics
for five years and is now serving in
the role of maintenance supervisor.
Lesley Gutierrez, bba ’18,
Topeka, Kansas, started a
tax internship with CBIZ
Accounting, Tax and Advisory
Services upon graduating.
Lindsey Hammes, bsn ’18,
Topeka, Kansas, started working
at Stormont Vail Health upon
graduating.

Jennifer Harper, bas ’12, jd ’15,
Wellington, Kansas, Washburn
Pre-Law Association, began as the
assistant district attorney for the
27th Judicial District in Jan. 2019.
Prior to this position, she served as
deputy Sumner County attorney.
Jana Havens, b music ’14,
Ottawa, Kansas, Leadership
Institute, Sigma Alpha Iota,
is the director of the Garnett
Area Community Band and
instrumental music instructor at
Anderson County.
Olivia Hotujac, b ed ’17,
Topeka, Kansas, Delta Gamma,
was named a winner of the
Horizon Award from the Kansas
Department of Education. The
Horizon Award is given to only
32 first-year educators throughout
the state of Kansas. Hotujac is
currently a first-grade teacher at
Berryton Elementary.
Trey Lewis, ba ’15, Topeka,
Kansas, Football, was inducted
into the Washburn Rural High
School Hall of Fame. He was a
member of the Atlanta Falcons
NFL team from 2007-11, and
was also had successful playing
careers at Washburn and
Washburn Rural.
Joshua Maples, ba ’10, Parsons,
Kansas, WSGA, Leadership
Institute, was hired as the
assistant director of residential
life at Missouri Western State
University in St. Joseph,
Missouri. Maples returns to
the Kansas-Missouri region
after spending three years as
residence hall director at South
Dakota State University in
Brookings, South Dakota.
Alex Nedved, bsn ’18, Topeka,
Kansas, started as a registered
nurse at Saint Luke’s Hospital
of Kansas City in the oncology/
neurology unit.
Emily Nolte, bsn ’18, Seneca,
Kansas, started working as a
registered nurse in progressive
care at the University of Kansas
Health System St. Francis
Campus upon graduating.

Riley Propps, ba ’17, Topeka,
Kansas, Sigma Phi Epsilon,
was named a winner of the
Horizon Award from the Kansas
Department of Education. The
Horizon Award is given to only
32 first-year educators throughout
the state of Kansas. Propps is
currently a teacher and coach at
Shawnee Heights High School.
Alison Roggenkamp, bsn ’18,
Sabetha, Kansas, started working
in telemetry at the University of
Kansas Health System St. Francis
Campus upon graduating.
Andrea Roggenkamp, bsn ’18,
Sabetha, Kansas, started working
at the University of Kansas
Health System St. Francis
Campus upon graduating.
Bryan Stadler, certificate ’14,
as ’15, ba ’18, Topeka, Kansas,
Alpha Delta, started working at
Security Benefit upon graduating.
Madison Vargo, bsn ’18, Topeka,
Kansas, Basketball, started
working as a registered nurse in
orthopedics at North Kansas City
Hospital upon graduating.
Corey Walker, ba ’14, Vassar,
Kansas, Football, Physical
Education Majors Club,
Fellowship of Christian Athletes,
was named to the Paola High
School Athletic Hall of Fame.
Matthew Wiebe, jd ’18,
mba ’18, Holland, Michigan,
Law Clinic, MBA Association,
has joined Haughey Rice &
Roegge’s Holland office as an
associate attorney.
Kristen Zacharias, jd ’18,
Atchison, Kansas, Law Clinic,
has joined Newbery, Ungerer
and Hickert LLP as an associate
attorney specializing in estate
planning, probate and trust
administration, commercial
real estate law, business law
and tax planning.
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In Memory
The following information was received from the Washburn University Alumni Association and Foundation between
Dec. 6, 2018 and March 21, 2019. Submit any omissions to Bayley Baker at bbaker@wualumni.org by July 31, 2019.

1940s
Edward “Chuck” Hageman,
ba ’48, jd ’49, 94, Plainville, Kansas,
Phi Delta Theta, Delta Theta Phi
legal fraternity, on March 14, 2019

1950s
William “Bill” Anderson, ba ’50,
98, Delphos, Kansas, football, on
Nov. 22, 2018
George “Bob” Boner, bba ’58,
85, Albuquerque, New Mexico, on
Feb. 19, 2019
Betty (Moffett) Buonasera,
bs ’51, 90, Houston, Texas, on
Feb. 25, 2019
Mary (Staley) Dean, b ed ’58,
m ed ’62, 93, Salina, Kansas, on
Jan. 23, 2019

Virginia (McConnell) Monroe,
ba ’55, 85, Topeka, Kansas, Alpha
Phi, Kaw yearbook, on March 5,
2019
James Morelock, ba ’59, 83,
Atwood, Kansas, basketball, on
Feb. 20, 2019
Frank Norton, jd ’56, 88, Salina,
Kansas, Delta Theta Phi legal
fraternity, on Jan. 19, 2019
Eleanor (Jones) Whithaus,
ba ’55, 83, Findlay, Ohio, Zeta
Tau Alpha, on Jan. 12, 2019

1960s
Frank Bartlett, Jr., ba ’65, 77,
Kappa Sigma, Marching Band,
Kansas City, Missouri,
on Jan. 23, 2019

Thomas Conklin, ba ’64, jd ’68,
76, Topeka, Kansas, on Jan. 17,
2019
Michael Danaher, jd ’69, 75,
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, on Dec.
10, 2018
James Fisk, bba ’62, 81,
Georgetown, Texas, Delta Sigma
Pi, on Nov. 11, 2018
Gerald Long, bba ’64, 83,
Topeka, Kansas, on Feb. 18, 2019
Don Parry, b ed ’60, 85, Waukee,
Iowa, basketball, on Jan. 19, 2019
John “Frank” Stark, b ed ’67,
76, Bluffton, South Carolina, on
Oct. 9, 2018
Ernest “Ernie” Tarwater, bs ’66,
81, Shawnee Mission, Kansas, on
Dec. 25, 2018

Robert Taggart, ba '51, former Washburn University Alumni
Association and Foundation Trustee, 92, Topeka, Kansas,
on Feb. 9, 2019
Phi Delta Theta,
Basketball, Tennis,
Sagamore Society.
Bob Taggart
served in the
Merchant Marines
before returning to his hometown
of Topeka and graduating from
Washburn in 1951 with a bachelor
or arts in sociology. He was a
member of Phi Delta Theta and
remained an active alumnus. He
was integral in the renovation
of the chapter’s house and
received the national Raymond
L. Gardner Alumnus of the Year
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Award in 2017. Taggart worked
in real estate, development and
appraisals throughout the region.
He founded or co-founded
multiple companies and was
involved in such developments as
Brookwood Shopping Center in
Topeka. He worked until retiring at
age 92. He supported Washburn
with gifts to scholarships,
building renovations and other
funds. He served on real estate
and appraisal boards and was
a member of both the Kansas
House of Representatives and
Kansas Senate.

Wiliam Trenkle, Jr., jd ’67, 76,
Peoria, Arizona, on March 12, 2019
Stanley Wagstaff, b ed ’69,
m ed ’72, 71, Topeka, Kansas,
Kappa Sigma, on March 10, 2019

1970s
Harvey Adolph, ba ’78, 79,
Colby, Kansas, on Jan. 10, 2019
Roger Ayers, bba ’70, 74, Lisle,
Illinois, on Jan. 22, 2019
David Delaney, jd ’76, 70, Floyd,
Virginia, on Feb. 6, 2019
Leighton Mark, ba ’75, 67,
Washington, D.C., Kaw
Yearbook, Washburn Review,
Washburn Belles, on Jan. 19, 2019
Erma (Montgomery) Moore,
b ed ’75, Larkinsburg, Kansas,
on March 7, 2019
Joseph Newbery, Jr., bba ’73, 87,
Topeka, Kansas, on Feb. 10, 2019
Dirk Nicklin, b ed ’79, Topeka,
Kansas, basketball, on March 14,
2019
Martha (Newcomb) Smith,
b ed ’71, 90, Topeka, Kansas,
Alpha Phi, Washburn Review,
Washburn Players, Washburn
Choir, on Feb. 12, 2019
Steven Smith, jd ’78, 70,
Overland Park, Kansas, Delta
Theta Phi Legal Fraternity, on
Jan. 21, 2019
Sarah (Chappell) Trulove,
b ed ’71, 83, Lawrence, Kansas,
Zeta Tau Alpha, on Feb. 14, 2019

1980s
Sharon (Layton) Barker,
b ed ’82, 75, Topeka, Kansas,
on Jan. 15, 2019
Thelma “Sue” (Losey) Jones,
bsn ’82, 69, Manhattan, Kansas,
on Jan. 14, 2019

Blanca Ocampo, jd ’87, 80, Irvine,
California, on Dec. 23, 2018
Donald Smith, Jr., ba ’80, 83,
Topeka, Kansas, on Jan. 27, 2019

1990s
John Gillen, bs ’91, 67, Topeka,
Kansas, on March 4, 2019
Dwight Miller, jd ’91, 68,
Lawrence, Kansas, on Feb. 18, 2019
Christina (Hight) Peavler,
bsn ’93, 57, Topeka, Kansas,
on Feb. 18, 2019
Marcella (Busey) Tarrant,
aa ’93, bpa ’95, 77, Topeka,
Kansas, Pi Sigma Alpha, on
Feb. 23, 2019

2000s
Megen Duffy, bsn ’08, 43,
Lawrence, Kansas, on Oct. 5, 2018

Denise Ivory, bas ’04, aas ’12,
Topeka, Kansas, on March 12,
2019

2010s
Stephanie Mott, bsw ’14,
msw ’16, 61, Topeka, Kansas,
Washburn Graduate Social Work
Association, Phi Alpha Mu, on
March 4, 2019

Friends

Frank Chaffin, 76, Topeka,
Kansas, on Feb. 27, 2019
Dean Corwin, Washburn
Employee, 69, Topeka, Kansas,
on Dec. 10, 2018
Edward “Ed” Custenborder,
Washburn Employee, 82, Topeka,
Kansas, on Jan. 28, 2019
Elizabeth “Kay” Farley,
Washburn Employee, 68, Topeka,
Kansas, on Feb. 14, 2019

James Knapik, Washburn
Employee, 73, Topeka, Kansas, in
Dec. 2018
Barbara (Oldweiler) Larson, 87,
Topeka, Kansas, on Jan. 7, 2019
Ruth (Kitson) Lawson, 93,
Topeka, Kansas, on Dec. 21, 2018
Raymond Lassiter, 81, Valley
Falls, Kansas, on Jan. 13, 2019
Willa (Vincent) Plummer, 87,
Topeka, Kansas, on March 8, 2019

June (Morris) Golden, 91,
Topeka, Kansas, on Jan. 2, 2019

Brian Arnold, 56, Topeka,
Kansas, on Dec. 14, 2018

George Powell, 89, Topeka,
Kansas, on Dec. 20, 2018

John Hamby, 75, Gray,
Tennessee, on Jan. 29, 2019

Mary Beth (Nash) Bero,
Washburn Employee, 80, Topeka,
Kansas, on March 14, 2019

Gertrud (Speis) Pringle, 83,
Topeka, Kansas, on Nov. 27, 2018

Richard Hanger, 90, Topeka,
Kansas, on Dec. 17, 2018

June (Duensing) Rockey, 72,
Topeka, Kansas, on Jan. 21, 2019

Marthelle (Brewer) Harman,
100, Bella Vista, Arkansas, on
May 13, 2018

John Triggs, Washburn
Employee, 89, Topeka, Kansas, on
Dec. 21, 2018

Helen (Volz) Brock, 95, Topeka,
Kansas, on Feb. 2, 2019
Herbert Callison, Washburn
Employee, 81, Topeka, Kansas,
on Dec. 26, 2018
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ALUMNI TRAVEL OPPORTUNITIES
The Alumni Association’s travel club is exclusive to dues-paid members of the Washburn University Alumni
Association. Members get advance notification of upcoming trips before information is published in The Ichabod
magazine. If you are not a member of the Alumni Association, consider joining online at wualumni.org/join.
Membership is open to everyone. You don’t have to be a graduate of Washburn to join the Alumni Association
and be a member of the travel club.

Scotland and Ireland

Oct. 5-16, 2019 - Sold Out - Ask to be put on the
wait list by emailing susie@wualumni.org
Your Celtic adventure awaits. Explore the rich culture,
immense history and beautiful scenery of Scotland
and Ireland. Stay in Glasgow, Nairn, Edinburgh, Dublin,
Killarney and Bunratty while venturing out to Loch Lomond,
St. Andrews, Belfast, Blarney, Galway, Clonmacnoise and
more. Among other things, cruise Loch Ness, sample whisky,
take the ferry to Belfast, visit the Titanic museum, kiss the
Blarney Stone and take the scenic drive through the Ring
of Kerry.

All-Inclusive Winter Trip to Punta
Cana, Dominican Republic
Mid-February 2020

(From left) Washburn attendee Jenny Rhodes Lee; Greg
Lee, jd ’78; Tim Carkhuff, bba ’75, jd ‘79; and Margaret
Waddell Carkhuff, ba ’72, pose while on a trip to Playa del
Carmen in January 2019.

Details will be finalized this July for next year's winter trip. Among other things, the trip will include
round-trip, non-stop airfare between Kansas City and Punta Cana (other departure cities available) and
six nights at a fabulous, all-inclusive resort (unlimited food and beverage at the resort). We anticipate filling
an entire airplane. Nearly 200 people have already indicated they want to go on this trip.

Iceland

Mid-May 2020
Cross Iceland off your bucket list. Your Icelandic adventure awaits. The Land of Fire and Ice is a beacon of
nature’s majestic beauty. Every turn brings another mystifying natural wonder impossible to describe. Leave
the planning to us and come along for what will no doubt be an unforgettable trip. Among other things, soak
in the famous Blue Lagoon, visit the Vikingaheimar Museum and travel the Golden Circle. Admire the beauty
of the best waterfalls, volcanoes and black sand beaches. More than 80 people have expressed interest in
this trip, and it is likely there will be two departures in an attempt to accommodate more travelers.

Cruise: Italy, France, Spain and Monaco
Nov. 3-11, 2020

Sail to some of the most cultured cities on the western Mediterranean aboard Oceania Cruises’ Marina. Fly
to Rome, board the ship and cruise to the ports of Florence (Livorno), Ajaccio, Palma de Mallorca, Valencia,
Barcelona, Marseille and Monte Carlo. Pricing begins at $2,299 per person and includes airfare and cruise.
Extend your trip with a pre-cruise stay in Rome or post-cruise stay in Monte Carlo. Nearly 40 people have
already booked the cruise. It will likely sell out, so don't delay.

For more information about Washburn alumni travel, visit wualumni.org/alumni-travel
or contact Susie Hoffmann at 785.670.1643 or susie@wualumni.org.
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