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From the President
As I reflect on 20 years as president of Washburn University, I am so impressed by the
unwavering support and commitment of the Washburn family to the growth and success of
this institution. Every day as I walk the campus, talk with faculty, staff and students, visit with
alumni and meet with community partners, I see amazing leadership at every level.
Upon my arrival on campus in 1997, one of our first initiatives was to help strengthen our
leadership programs by engaging the Topeka business community and seeking their financial
support to create the Leadership Institute. Today, the Institute is a premier program on campus
and uses the financial support it receives to provide transformational learning experiences to
challenge, motivate and inspire students to become leaders. In March, the seventh annual
Leadership Challenge Event attracted a record-number of participants from 33 high schools
and colleges across the United States.
This past year, we said goodbye to some of Washburn’s senior leaders as they retired or
accepted new opportunities at other universities. I am delighted we have recruited the next
generation of highly talented members of the executive leadership team – Eric Grospitch, vice
president for student life; Cynthia Holthaus, special assistant to the president; and most recently,
Jim Martin, vice president for administration and treasurer, and JuliAnn Mazachek, vice
president for academic affairs.
In this issue of the Ichabod, you will read about a few of our alumni who have used their
education to lead others and create positive change all across the United States. For example,
Tawanna Black, CEO of Northside Funders Group, is leading corporations in the Minneapolis,
Minnesota, area to make significant change in employing African Americans. Tom Turpin has
been a leader in entomology research and encouraged the Purdue University community in West
Lafeyette, Indiana, to learn more about insects in a unique way. One of our former studentathletes, T.C. Broadnax, also made the transition this year from being city manager in Tacoma,
Washington, to performinng the same role for one of America’s largest cities, Dallas, Texas.
In April, we celebrated the success of 150 Forward: he Campaign for Washburn University
surpassing our goal of $125 million. The campaign was successful because of the strong
leadership of the Washburn University Foundation Board of Trustees, Foundation staff and the
thousands of alumni and friends who led the charge to change the academic and physical
footprint of the University.
I strongly believe each one of us is a leader in our sphere of influence, work, family and
community, and I encourage you to look for ways you can use your talents and education
to expand your leadership opportunities.
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Building Pride
Jerry Farley reflects on 20 years as president of Washburn University
By Sarah Towle • stowle@wualumni.org

“He is on the move, constantly.” That is the way Tim Etzel, bba ’64, H ’07, would
describe Jerry Farley, president, Washburn University.
Etzel sat on the presidential search committee 20 years
ago when they hired Farley. The committee knew then
they had the right person for the position.
“If you take a snapshot of what Washburn looked
like 20 years ago and what it looks like now, it is
phenomenal,” Etzel said. “I think his biggest asset is
that he wears so many hats and he wears them so well.
You’ll rarely find someone that is comfortable in as
many seats as he is. In addition to being very visible
on campus with students, faculty and staff, he works
with local businesses and state and city legislative
officials. He has also been very involved in not-forprofit and charitable organizations. In every way
he promotes Washburn and serves the community.
He has traveled around the world to establish
relationships with other universities. His energy
makes him quite the leader. He and his wife, Susan,
are Ichabods through and through.”
For the past two decades, Washburn University has
moved at an ambitious rate to make the campus
attract more traditional students, and continue to
provide educational opportunities to Washburn’s
non-traditional student base.
“In 1997, Washburn was just at the point of making
a significant change and taking a big step forward,”
4

Campus News

Farley said, reflecting on his 20 years at Washburn.
“I did not know we could not do something, so I
just assumed we could. It came down to setting a
tone and actually listening to what other people said,
because they knew what Washburn was and what it
was capable of being. They knew what needed to be
done. It was up to me to listen to them and facilitate
implementation of their ideas.”
Marshall McGinnis, ba ’03, jd ’07, started working
as a student in the president’s office in 1999. He said
when he started at Washburn he did not have a feel
for the renaissance that was starting to occur with the
transformation into a more traditional campus. Looking
back as an alumnus, he knows what it takes to make
those changes, because he saw it happen firsthand.
“I think you have to be inspirational,” McGinnis
said. “Not everyone has that ability, but I think Dr.
Farley certainly does. He is also great at developing
relationships, because if you have the relationship, it is
easier to make things happen.”
And things have happened. More than a dozen new
buildings or building renovations, numerous new
academic programs, bringing Washburn University
Institute of Technology under the umbrella of
Washburn University, increasing enrollment, helping

Etzel said the foundation for Washburn
University has been laid for the future.
“The campus has been transformed from
a local flavor to a university that attracts
people from all over the Midwest,” Etzel
said. “It is more of a traditional campus
now, and I see that continuing into the
future, especially with the recent addition
of Lincoln Hall.”
Farley said the success Washburn has had
in its recent capital campaign, 150 Forward:
The Campaign for Washburn University,
is a reflection of pride the alumni and
community members have in Washburn
University.
“We really are a landmark in Topeka,
which should demonstrate to everyone
if we take pride in what we do and build
a campus that is beautiful, students and
Topeka citizens will want to be a part of
Washburn University,” Farley said.
Dr. Farley
Photo by Doug Stremel

to create a better community for alumni to build
careers, and creating more student life on campus
have been hallmarks of the past 20 years.
Making people – both alumni and community
members – proud of Washburn University has been a
part of the process of those accomplishments. Farley
said there is a role for business and government in
making public facilities look grand, and the same is
true for Washburn University.
“Our environment should reflect positively on what
we want to do and what is being accomplished,” he
said. “Big public and business structures, such as a
state capitol or a university, must have that kind of
purpose. It is about perpetuating the pride that was
already here about Washburn.”

“The campus has been
transformed from a local
flavor to a university that
attracts people from all over
the Midwest,” Etzel said.
“It is more of a traditional
campus now, and I see that
continuing into the future,
especially with the recent
addition of Lincoln Hall.”
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John Buckner, former music professor at Washburn, takes a break in his workshop. Photo by Jeff Tuttle

Crafting a Legacy
Buckner still sharing his passions in retirement
By Jeremy Wangler • jwangler@wufoundation.org

Classical music from a dusty Bose stereo usually accompanies John Buckner as he
turns wood in his garage.
Music and woodworking have been prominent in the life
of the retired, longtime Washburn music professor, but
woodworking has become his favored craft. It’s what he
shares with students at Bethel College in North Newton,
Kansas, or at workshops throughout the region. An
only child and now with no living family, Buckner, 83,
has always enjoyed sharing his skills and passions with
younger generations.
Buckner grew up on a farm near Ash Grove, Missouri,
and learned to play piano at age four and to turn wood
at seven. He taught and directed the band at Lincoln
(Kansas) High School in the 1960s. He got to know and
keeps in touch with many of his students.
6
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“Anytime two of my band students would get married,
I would make them a clock,” he said. Some of the
clocks contained salvaged wood and glass from the high
school’s old windows.
He started at Washburn in 1970, and taught conducting,
music education and music appreciation.
“I thoroughly enjoyed meeting the challenge of these
kids who were daring me to make them enjoy classical
music,” he said.
He made a point to memorize everyone’s name the first
week because he believes there’s nothing more important
to anybody, especially a young person, than their name.

Stephanie Kocher, b music ’95, remembered
how positive and caring he was.
“Once in class, my friend was asking
a lot of questions,” Kocher said. “He told
her, ‘you’re going to be a good teacher.
You’re asking questions and thinking
through things.’”

(From left) A sea urchin ornament (photo by Jeff Tuttle), a clock and dish
(photo submitted) and a set of pens and a letter opener (photo submitted)
are a few of the many items John Buckner creates turning wood.

Kocher and her husband, C.J. Kocher, b
music ’95, teach music at the University
of South Dakota. She brought their two
sons to a workshop Buckner hosted in her area last year
and was glad her children, 11 and 13 at the time, got to
see the man who influenced their parents.

“He had the same energy, smile and joy he always
brought. He loves working with young people,” she said.
Her sons made magic wands, and one of them brought
his wand to church the next day to show it off.
Buckner retired from Washburn in 1993, and was
visiting a former colleague in a retirement community in
North Newton when he decided it would be a good place
for him. Though Bethel and much of the community is
Mennonite, Buckner always feels welcome.
“I’m a total anomaly in a Mennonite community where
family is the whole essence of things,” he said. “I have

call him Dr. B. Last year, they made a good amount
selling things like pens, spinning tops and kitchen
items, but he’s never wanted to make wood turning
his vocation.
“I do it because I like to do it. I wake up every morning
and think, ‘goody! I get to turn wood today.’”
Buckner is always looking for interesting pieces of wood
like the walnut cut from his family farm before he was
born or the cherry he found salvaged from Thomas
Jefferson’s estate in Virginia.
“I hoard wood like Midas hoarded gold,” he said. “The
thing I like most about wood turning is making things
out of woods with histories, and equally, making things
out of woods that have meaning to people. Someone will
bring me a windowsill out of grandpa’s old house and
ask if I can make something out of it. Then they have
this thing that’s really meaningful to them.”
Buckner works from lathes crammed into his one-car
garage along with saws, shaping tools, blocks, sand
paper, wood finishes and other chemicals. To work in
nature, he keeps a lathe in the back of his yellow Dodge
Nitro – an immodest vehicle he chose to stand out
among the similar houses in his community.

John Buckner turns a pen in his garage using plum
from Garden City, Kansas. Photo by Jeff Tuttle

absolutely none of that to talk about. That makes no
difference. The community is wonderfully accepting.”
Buckner works with Bethel students as wood turning
apprentices, and they sell pieces during the holiday
season at Mojos, a coffee shop on campus where regulars

He has spent his life passing his trades onto younger
generations, and some of his work will live on longer
than he and his students. He’s also leaving a legacy for
Washburn with a gift in his estate plan to fund campus
beautification projects.
“I would like to see my legacy used for something that
would benefit the whole Washburn campus because of
the fun I had working with non-music majors,” Buckner
said. “My idea is to make the campus an even more
pleasant place for everybody.”

Campus News
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Moving Forward
Comprehensive fundraising campaign for Washburn University exceeds goals
By Sarah Towle • stowle@wualumni.org

An unprecedented event took place on April 29, 2017,
as alumni, faculty, staff and friends of the University
celebrated the results of 150 Forward: The Campaign for
Washburn University.
In October 2013, the Washburn University Foundation
in conjunction with Washburn University launched a
$125 million comprehensive fundraising campaign to
include both gifts for today and gifts for the future. The
campaign set out to make dramatic changes on campus
– support for scholarships and academic programs and
physical spaces like the Welcome Center – that help
provide broader, richer student experiences.
The campaign did just that as alumni and friends came
together and made total gifts to Washburn during the
campaign period exceeding $145 million. This will
benefit the campus for generations to come.
Participation in the campaign played a crucial role in
meeting the overall goal with 19,198 donors making one
or more gifts to the campaign. More than 32 percent of
Washburn alumni made a gift during the campaign.
“When I first came to campus, we had this attitude –
and we still do – that together as a team we can achieve
anything,” said Jerry Farley, president, Washburn
University. “That attitude – that kind of spirit,
electricity, energy – is present on Washburn’s campus
every day. Our alumni and friends have that same
spirit, that same belief in Washburn, and it showed
during this campaign. They stepped forward in ways
8
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we never imagined, paving the way for Washburn’s
future. We are truly blessed to have such a committed
Washburn family.”
Natasha Martinez, a junior political science major, who
recently received the Topeka Peacemaker Award for her
work in student voter registration, said she is forever
grateful for the donors who provided scholarships for
her to attend Washburn.
“Without donors who have understood the importance
of a Washburn University education, I would not be
graduating in December as the first college graduate in
my family,” she said. “I would also not be pursuing my
goal to go to law school and continue to be a civically
engaged citizen. Washburn’s motto of ‘not for ourselves
alone’ will stay with me for the rest of my life.”

“Without donors who have
understood the importance
of a Washburn University
education, I would not be
graduating in December as
the first college graduate in
my family.”

Jerry Farley, president, Washburn University, and JuliAnn Mazachek, president, Washburn University Foundation,
and vice president, academic affairs, Washburn University, announce the results and thank the donors to 150
Forward: The Campaign for Washburn University. Photo by Ann Dean

One of the hallmarks of the campaign was the more
than $50 million earmarked to support faculty and
programs. JuliAnn Mazachek, president, Washburn
University Foundation, and vice president, academic
affairs, Washburn University, said many donors they
spoke with during the campaign mentioned a faculty
member who impacted their lives and the education
they received.
“Washburn has a long history of teachers with great
talent and a deep commitment to each and every
student,” she said. “The phenomenal support of faculty
and programs tells us alumni want to pass this on to
future Ichabods and ensure the next generation of
dedicated, talented faculty develop innovative and

relevant curriculum as well as mentor and challenge
their students.”
The overall campaign will be a historical chapter in
Washburn’s history. Farley and Mazachek said they
are forever grateful to all of the alumni and friends
who stepped forward and donated gifts of all sizes
to the University.
“With the leadership and support of donors, we have
developed a thriving and growing culture of giving that
has already forever changed the future of Washburn
University,” Mazachek said. “We can’t thank the
donors enough for their support and commitment to
this campaign and to the future of the University.”

Campus News
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A Charge for Change
One woman’s mission to make a lasting impact
By Annie Flachsbarth

When Tawanna Black, ba ’00, first came to Washburn University, she had no intention of
ever going into non-profit public service. Luckily for the organizations and communities
she’s served in Kansas, Iowa, Nebraska and Minnesota, the inspiring professors and new
perspectives she encountered at Washburn changed her mind and helped her see the value
of social service.
“I began my time at Washburn with a desire to be a
corporate attorney. I thought social welfare should
be abolished, and I didn’t understand the value of
government funded charity,” said Black. “The Topeka
community was a great teaching ground. Learning
how the public, philanthropic and private sectors can
intersect to make a difference in a positive way helped
shape me and lead me where I am today.”
That original interest in the corporate world now
plays to her advantage. As the executive director of the
Northside Funders Group in Minneapolis, Minnesota,
Black leads a collaborative of corporate, family and
community foundations that want their grantmaking
in low-income communities to make a more measurable
and sustainable impact. She leverages and aligns their
philanthropic investments of more than $20 million
each year in workforce and economic development, K-12
education and building social capital. She also builds
partnerships with the public sector and regional business
leaders. By bringing these groups together, Black has
helped transform communities across the country.
“Rebuilding low-income neighborhoods isn’t just about
bringing attention to the issues or reminding leaders
about the issues or disparities. It’s about building
10
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ownership for them, and building partnerships to find
solutions. It’s about challenging the status quo,” said
Black. “The changes we need to see in cities won’t just
happen by luck or chance, but by a different type of
collaborative leadership.”
One of the major issues Black is currently working to
improve is the employment rates of African American
men in Minneapolis. By working with organizations to
fund workforce development in the area, and helping the
state legislature appropriate funding toward the effort,
their goal is to get 2,000 African American men to work
over the next five years. It’s a big goal, but one Black is
passionate about. It’s a way to help organizations focus
on a significant need, and to intentionally produce a
targeted result, providing a significant impact on the
entire community.
Black is inspired to continue in her charge for many
reasons, but finds the calling of leadership as a central
inspiration point.
“It’s the ability to inspire others to give all they’ve got.
To put it all on the line and try again, often against
significant odds,” said Black. “But also knowing the
work pays off for years to come, and communities can’t
afford for us not to do it – it makes it all worth it.”

“I’m a product of
everyone that’s
poured into me,”
said Black. “From
my degree at
Washburn to family
and mentors in
my hometown, my
work, my friends, my
teachers – even all
the way back to my
elementary school
teachers. Knowing
they are proud of
me and the work I’m
doing means more to
me than the things
you’ll find in a bio or
a Google search.”

Tawanna Black. Photo by Graddy Photography

Black’s passion for her work is infectious, and others
are noticing. In September 2016, Black was named to
Living Cities’ list of Top 25 Disruptive Leaders Who
Are Working to Close the Racial Opportunity Gaps
among other high profile national leaders. The list
recognizes individuals who are committed to addressing
racial disparities, while empowering and mobilizing
others to do the same. Others on the list include Don
Katz, the founder and CEO of Audible, Inc., and Mark
Zuckerberg, the founder and CEO of Facebook, just to
name a few.
Most recently, she was recognized in Minnesota Business
magazine’s list of “The (Real) Power 50 in 2017,” made

up of other remarkable “movers and shakers” in the
Minnesota business community.
While honored to be recognized, Black gives the credit
back to those who have helped her get where she is today.
“I’m a product of everyone that’s poured into me,” said
Black. “From my degree at Washburn to family and
mentors in my hometown, my work, my friends, my
teachers – even all the way back to my elementary school
teachers. Knowing they are proud of me and the work
I’m doing means more to me than the things you’ll find
in a bio or a Google search.”
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Tom Turpin, bs ’65, retired this year from Purdue University after 46 years of making learning about insects more
fun for students. Photo submitted

Roach Hill Downs
Washburn alumnus takes a unique approach to the world of insects
By Chris Marshall

When he was a student at Washburn University, Tom Turpin, bs ’65, was among the
majority of people who, at best, had a disinterest in bugs.
However, while pursuing his doctorate degree at Iowa
State University, he came to realize the importance
of the critters so many shy away from. For the past
46 years, Turpin has made a career of spreading this
knowledge to his classes at Purdue University.
“It became obvious to me the attitude people have, in
general, toward insects is negative,” Turpin said. “Bugs
are stinging us, biting us, in our food. By transmitting
diseases, they’ve killed more people than any of the wars
altogether, so you have to work pretty hard to get people
12
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interested in the subject.”
Despite the typical reservations, Turpin, who retired at
the end of the spring semester, has made entomology one
of Purdue’s most popular subjects.
Mixing fun activities and hands-on learning experiences
into his lectures have helped Turpin open his students’
eyes to the role bugs play in our everyday lives.
“The biggest thing you notice right away is he’s very
enthusiastic,” said Hannah Quellhorst, a Purdue

entomology graduate who took Turpin’s insect poetry
course. “Most professors lecture with a PowerPoint, but
Turpin usually talks from memory and brings props or
does a demonstration.”
Turpin’s passion for the topic extends beyond the lecture
hall, most notably in the Bug Bowl, which originated
27 years ago as a small in-class activity and now attracts
thousands of people as part of Purdue’s Spring Fest.

The entertaining teaching style stuck with Turpin, and
as a professor, he sought to implement similar methods
to make the subject more appealing.
Once word spread, reaching the seven-student minimum
was never a problem. In the years that followed, classes
frequently hit a capacity of 470, and lectures were moved
to some of Purdue’s largest classrooms.

Roaches race in a miniature arena dubbed “Roach Hill
Downs,” which Turpin and his students have hauled
all over the country, converting newfound fans of bugs
along the way.
“It’s grown into a pretty big event,” Turpin said. “It’s
been featured on TV programs and in the media. We
took it to the International Congress of Entomology last
fall in Orlando. We set it up at the insect expo that was
in conjunction with the event. People really enjoy it.”
Other Bug Bowl attractions include an insect art contest,
bug cooking demonstrations, one of the world’s largest
private collections of pinned insects and a cricket spitting
contest, which boasts a Guinness world record spit of 32
feet, 1.25 inches.
The exposure of the Bug Bowl, along with Turpin’s lively
teaching style, contributed to entomology’s buzz on
campus. But it wasn’t always that way.
“The first year, we had six students, and university
rules said we needed seven to teach a class,” Turpin
said. “I looked out and saw a character walking on
the sidewalk. I pulled up the window and told him I
needed one more student. He said, ‘Oh, I don’t know.
I’m an engineering student. I don’t want to take an
insect class.’ But I talked him into sitting in, and at the
end of the hour, he signed up.”
Turpin can relate to undergraduates’ hesitation to
studying bugs. As a biology major at Washburn, he had
no idea what field he was interested in until a faculty
member who worked in entomology suggested checking
out graduate programs. Turpin had his doubts but
decided to give it a try after a trip to Iowa.
“I headed off to Iowa State not knowing what to
expect,” he said. “I will admit, I asked ‘What if I don’t
like entomology?’ But the professor I had was pretty
dynamic, and I got interested in the subject.”

Tom Turpin, bs '65, often mixed fun activities and
hands-on learning experiences into his lectures. He is
known for starting the Bug Bowl, which now draws
thousands of people to West Lafayette, Indiana, every
spring. Photo submitted

Some days Turpin dressed as a waiter or maestro, and
students would get a chance to sample the food, music
and other forms of culture bugs have an impact on.
Other days, skits might play out in front of the room
to illustrate entomophobia, parasitosis and other
topics that wouldn’t be as engaging in a traditional
lecture format.
“They came to class never knowing what would
happen,” Turpin said. “There was always something
different from my perspective or the students’
perspective. Some days were straighter, but there was
always something to look forward to.”
Most people would find it difficult to walk away from
a career they’re passionate about, but Turpin said he
has enough planned for retirement that leaving his
entomology work behind won’t bug him too much.
He and his wife, Chris, have a fifth grandchild on the
way and recently traveled to Costa Rica, the first of
what they anticipate will be many overseas adventures
in retirement.
Alumni News
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Stephanie Davies, b ed ’16, spoke to education majors at Washburn University about preparing to be a teacher.
Davies battled cancer twice while earning her degrees. Photo by Doug Stremel

Two Educations
Battling cancer as a student strengthens life’s lessons
By Sarah Towle • stowle@wualumni.org

Hodgkin’s lymphoma. Again. This was the second stage 2 diagnosis that
Stephanie Davies, b ed ’16, received.
This diagnosis meant a stem cell transplant was imminent.
More chemotherapy was necessary. It was the fall of
2013 and she was majoring in education at Washburn
University, a path she chose after her first diagnosis.

First Diagnosis
Davies had just finished her first year at Allen County
Community College in Burlingame, Kansas, in 2011.
Married with a son, she was working toward her
14
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associate’s degree in early childhood education when
she learned she had Hodgkin’s lymphoma.
“After the diagnosis, I decided to stay in school to keep
my mind busy,” she said. “I’ve had a couple of family
members who had cancer, and they didn’t let it get
them down.”
Keeping up with the pace of going to school while
also fighting cancer wasn’t just stressful on her but on

her family as well. She noticed her son, Conner, had
regressed developmentally, and she and her husband
wondered if it was due to the stress of seeing his own
mom battle cancer. Special education teachers stepped in
to work with him and showed Davies and her husband
simple activities they could do at home to help him
continue to develop.
“Seeing the teachers who helped my son as I went
through cancer treatments was so inspiring,” she
said. “They saw things we weren’t able to see and
helped us by continuing to reassure us he was
developing normally.”
She went into remission in January 2012, graduated with
her associates in May 2013 and chose to follow in the
inspiring footsteps of her son’s teachers and become a
teacher herself.

Second Diagnosis
Just as her educational journey wasn’t over, neither was
her cancer. She enrolled at Washburn to pursue her
bachelor’s degree in education and faced her second
diagnosis in September 2013. She chose to stay in school
and finish out her first semester knowing in a few
months she was going to face a stem cell transplant that
would take her out of school for the spring.

Tracie Lutz, literary block lecturer, department of
education, said she was taken aback when Davies shared
her cancer diagnosis, but she knew Davies would prevail
because of it.
“She is someone who has made me a stronger person
because of her diligence, tenacity and positive attitude
through the entire semester,” Lutz said. “I teach students
to be forthcoming with their stories, because we are
all human. By sharing and opening up, we will have
stronger relationships with other people.”
Davies agreed and said one of the hardest requirements
she faced during her cancer battle was when she had to
visit and observe a preschool classroom. She struggled
with how much to tell the children about what was
happening, and what their parents would want them
to know about cancer.
“I was going through chemotherapy and started to lose
my hair at the time I was observing preschoolers,” she
said, “but I wore a wig one day, and the kids didn’t even
bat an eye.”
Throughout the two diagnoses, she’s learned valuable
life lessons she hopes to pass on to her future students.
She chose to focus on elementary education because she
enjoys watching students become more independent and
see their personalities start to emerge.
“I hope I can teach students you have to keep going and
just can’t give up,” she said. “It’s also going to help me
be more passionate and understanding toward parents if
their child isn’t moving along as they would like.”
Davies graduated in December with an emphasis in
special education. Conner is now in the first grade at
Farley Elementary School in Topeka. He hopes his mom
stays cancer free, and maybe someday, she’ll be teaching
at his school.

Stephanie Davies decorated her mortar board at
graduation in December. Photo by Doug Stremel

“I just had to keep going, and there were days when it
was hard to do,” she said. “I just kept saying, ‘this class is
only an hour and a half.’ All of the professors I came in
contact with at Washburn were very understanding.”

“I absolutely love teaching,” Davies said as she
substitute taught this spring. “Even though I’m in
different classrooms, I’m still able to form some kind
of relationship with the students, which helps with
classroom management. This is due in part to the
wonderful education I received at Washburn and the
teachers in the education department.”

Alumni News
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Alumni Awards
Seven people were honored by the Washburn University Alumni
Association on Saturday, April 8, 2017, for their service to the
community and Washburn University.
By Jeremy Wangler • jwangler@wualumni.org

Jeanne Hoferer, bba ’80, H ’15, Distinguished Service Award
Jeanne Hoferer retired in 2008 as
director of government relations
for the Federation of State
Medical Boards. Prior to that,
she had an eight-year career at
Washburn University, directing
University Relations and the
Alumni Association and serving
as assistant to the president. She also served in the Kansas
Senate from 1984-89 and was regional representative for
Senator Nancy Kassebaum from 1980-84.

She and her husband, Paul, are lead volunteers for the
Washburn University School of Law building campaign.
She is a board member of the Kansas Foundation for
Excellence in Education.
On Washburn: Washburn has been an important part
of my life since Paul and I moved to Topeka in 1972.
In addition to receiving an outstanding education, I
have represented Washburn in many ways in my career.
Those experiences helped me grow as a person and
made my life much more satisfying. We are so very
proud to be part of the Washburn family.

Hoferer is a Washburn University Foundation Trustee
and was chair of the board of trustees from 2012-14.

Belinda McPherson, Lilla Day Monroe Award
Belinda McPherson was
instrumental in the development
of physical education and
athletic programs for women
at Washburn during the early
implementation of Title IX,
guaranteeing equal access to
such programs for women. She
coached the women’s basketball team from 1970-75
and taught dance classes.
McPherson has volunteered as a choreographer and
director for Washburn modern dance concerts and
a choreographer for Washburn musicals. She has
coordinated dance projects for Dance Arts of Topeka
and serves on the Topeka Community Foundation’s
16
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community investment committee. She has volunteered
with USD 437 on committees and as a dance teacher.
She has supported Washburn Women’s Alliance by
providing scholarships to single parents pursuing their
education at Washburn.
On Washburn: I remember the challenges of the early
programs for women’s athletics at Washburn. In the
first years, the basketball program included walk-ons
and volunteer recruits to help with practice drills and
scrimmages. We shared the “Tin Gym,” one full court,
with the gymnastics team. I might have been asked to
run down and help with choreography for floor or beam
while practices were going on, but we all learned to wear
many hats and coach several sports in those early years.

Carl Nuzman, Honorary Ichabod Award
Carl Nuzman retired from a
career in hydrology engineering
with Layne Christensen
Company, ultimately serving
as chief hydrologist/engineer.
He conducted water well
pumping tests, aquifer modeling
projects, well field designs and
construction throughout the world. He invented or
co-invented numerous products including a pump
intake strainer used on emergency core cooling systems
in nuclear power plants. Prior to that career, he served
with the Air Force.
Nuzman has published works in hydrology engineering
and is a life member of the American Society of
Biological and Agricultural Engineers and the

American Society of Civil Engineers. He became
involved in Washburn through his late wife, Jan
Nuzman, a pioneer in women’s athletics and physical
education at Washburn, and he honored her with an
athletics scholarship in her name.
On Washburn: My favorite memory of Washburn
begins with all the women’s PE equipment in my
basement salvaged from Thomas Gymnasium after
the 1966 tornado, to helping Helen Hocker and the
PE department plan the layout of Petro Allied Health
Center, to Washburn University taking over Kaw
Tech since I am a graduate of the former Topeka
trade school. Washburn enriched me through the
employment of my late wife, Jan, and through the
varied cultural and athletic activities I enjoy.

Richard Ross, ba ’71, jd ’75, Distinguished Service Award
Richard Ross retired in 2016
as reporter of decisions for the
Kansas Supreme Court and
Court of Appeals, a position
he held since 1977. In his
career, 132 volumes of official
court decisions bear his name
as reporter. He was a charter
member and president of the international Association
of Reporters of Judicial Decisions and was editor and
co-author of “Judicial Opinion Writing Manual” for
the American Bar Association.
Ross earned the Ruth Garvey Fink Award from the
Washburn Alumni Association in 2007. He serves as
a trustee and director for the Washburn University
Foundation and was president of the Alumni

Association Board of Directors and the Mulvane Art
Museum Board of Directors. He created and chaired
the Mulvane Art Fair in 1993 and served on the
steering committee for 23 years.
On Washburn: The education I received at Washburn
University and Washburn University School of Law
are directly responsible for my 40-year career at the
Kansas Supreme Court and Court of Appeals. Perhaps
the biggest contribution to my life’s fulfillment was
the opportunity Washburn afforded me to study
abroad. That experience led to exploring more than 30
European countries, including a 10-week backpacking
trip with fraternity brother Paul Stuewe, ba ’72. It
opened my eyes to the world, and I’ve never stopped
exploring it.
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Angel Romero, Jr., ba ’10, jd ’13, Graduate of the Last Decade Award
Angel Romero is senior director
of resource development at United
Way of Greater Topeka where he
coordinates workplace fundraising
throughout the area. Prior to that,
he was a project specialist for the
Kansas Board of Regents.
Romero serves as a board
member for Topeka Civic Theatre and Capital Area
Crime Stoppers. He’s the inspire committee chair of
Forge Young Professionals, a member of the Washburn
Alumni Association Young Alumni Council and a

volunteer with the Washburn Leadership Institute.
He’s a member of the Kansas Bar Association.
On Washburn: My Washburn experience was shaped
by the people I met and the friendships I formed. I have
so many fond memories, from living in the residence
halls on campus, to traveling for alternative winter
and spring breaks to chasing presidential candidates
around the state of Iowa in 2008 (for a class assignment).
Washburn really allowed you to “choose your own
adventure,” so I was able to take on many different
things and meet awesome people along the
way who are still great friends to this day.

Richard Shermoen, Col. John Ritchie Award
Richard Shermoen came to
Washburn in 1967 and served
as chair and professor of the
mathematics, statistics and
computer information sciences
department for 26 years, retiring
in 1993. During that time, he
served as chair of the Kansas
section of the Mathematics Association of America.
He also taught at North Dakota State University and
the University of New Mexico and was director of the
National Science Foundation Summer Institutes for
Mathematics Teachers.

Shermoen has been a volunteer tax preparer for the past
23 years for the American Association of Retired Persons
and has served on the board of directors for Doorstep.
He is a member of the mathematics honorary society,
Kappa Mu Epsilon, and the honorary scholastic society,
Phi Kappa Phi. He helped initiate the Annual Math Day
for area high school students.
On Washburn: One of the best things I experienced at
Washburn was the comradery of the department chairs.
Working toward having better graduates with chairs like
Floyd Hedberg, Helen Hocker and many others was a
rewarding experience.

Lora Westling, bba ’05, mba ’07, Graduate of the Last Decade Award
Lora Westling is in her first
season as head women’s basketball
coach of NCAA Division
II Western State Colorado
University. Since finishing her
all-conference basketball career
at Washburn in 2005, she has
coached at Washburn, University
of Missouri-St. Louis, Truman State (Missouri) and
Illinois College before going to Western State. She has
coached numerous all-conference selections, had many
student-athletes excel in the classroom and has helped
with fundraising for her programs.
She started a free youth clinic in her current position
and has been a volunteer for Special Olympics and
18
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Big Brothers Big Sisters. She has raised more than
$12,000 for the Kay Vow Cancer Fund during her
coaching career.
On Washburn: I remember the incredible people I
watched transform a great university into one of the
premier institutions in the region. From President Jerry
and Susan Farley, to Loren Ferre, Coach Mac and our
awesome athletic training staff, to my incredible advisor
Stacy Woltje, professors like Gary Baker, Jennifer Ball,
Rosemary Walker and Michael Stoica (to name a few),
to the incredible facilities staff who greeted students with
a smile. They all exuded a contagious passion for what
they did, were willing to serve students in a considerate
way and worked to make Washburn a place students
could be proud of.

Honorary Degrees
Washburn University conferred honorary degrees on four people
during May graduation.
By Amanda Hughes • ahughes@wualumni.org

Ben Coates, Honorary Doctor of Public Service
Ben Coates served in the
U.S. Air Force for four
years and his military
service brought him to
Topeka. He earned a
bachelor of arts in sociology
from Washburn University
in 1969. He received a
master of arts in sociology
from The University
of Kansas in 1972 and
engaged in graduate work in public administration from
the University of Southern California from 1982-85.
Coates is a respected criminologist and sociologist who
taught sociology and criminal justice at Washburn
University for more than 40 years, beginning as an
adjunct instructor in sociology from 1970-74. He was
one of the founding members of the criminal justice
department at Washburn, and was an assistant professor
from 1974-80 in the sociology and criminal justice
departments. In 1983, Coates returned as an adjunct
instructor and continued to teach until 2015.
Beyond Washburn, Coates is known for his pioneering
research in prison reform, which led to more effective,

fair and humane sets of policies and practices in the
system of incarceration and parole. He conducted
two national studies of violence in prisons and the
effectiveness of parole for the U.S. Department of
Justice. Appointed by Kansas Gov. Robert Bennett,
Coates served as a member of the Kansas Adult
Authority Parole Board from 1975-78. Perhaps his most
important work was the development of the criminal
sentencing guidelines still used today. He served as
director of Children and Family Services for Catholic
Community Services from 2000-04, and at SRS as
deputy commissioner of Economic and Employment
Services from 1997-99, chief of staff for Youth Services
from 1993-97, executive director for Kansas Sentencing
Commission from 1989-93 and director of the Juvenile
Offender Program from 1982-86.
Coates was honored with the Distinguished Service
Award for Contributions to the Field from the
Washburn’s sociology and anthropology department
in 2015, the Presidential Award from the Kansas
Correctional Association in 1994 and the Distinguished
Service Award from Kansas Association of Court Service
Officers in 1991.
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B. Kent Garlinghouse, Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters
B. Kent Garlinghouse
received his bachelor of arts
from Wesleyan University,
Middletown, Connecticut,
in 1963. He earned
his master in business
administration from
Harvard Business School,
Boston, Massachusetts,
in 1965.
Garlinghouse began his
career as an investment analyst at Irwin Management
in Columbus, Indiana, from 1965-70. He joined M-C
Industries, Inc. as president and chief executive officer in
1971 and moved the company’s headquarters to Topeka,
Kansas. Under his creative, entrepreneurial, low-key
leadership style, Garlinghouse took M-C Industries
from $1 million to $30 million in sales in 1997, when
two divisions were sold to a competitor. Since 1997,
sales for the remainder have grown from $15 million to
$40 million. M-C Industries (now Polo) manufactures
custom industrial products and employs 350 associates

with factories in Monticello, Iowa, and Louisville,
Mississippi, and an affiliate in China.
As an integral part of the Topeka community,
Garlinghouse and his wife, Susan, founded Topeka
Collegiate School, an independent preschool through
eighth grade college preparatory school. When Topeka
Collegiate School opened in 1982, it was only the second
independent school in Kansas.
Garlinghouse was the founding board chairman of the
Kansas Children’s Discovery Center and co-founder
of Heritage Bank in Topeka. He served as chairman of
St. Francis Health Center and served on the boards for
Merchants National Bank and Kansas Policy Institute.
He was inducted into the Junior Achievement Hall
of Fame in 2009 and was named Executive of the
Year by Sales and Marketing Executives of Topeka in
2004. Garlinghouse taught as an adjunct instructor
at the Washburn University School of Business. He
joined the Washburn University Foundation Board of
Trustees in 1994 and has served on the executive and
finance committees.

Grace Sawyer Jones, Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters
Grace Sawyer Jones earned
a bachelor’s degree in
physical education from
Washburn University
in 1960. She received
her master’s degree in
community recreation with
group work method from
George Williams College,
Downers Grove, Illinois,
in 1965 and her doctorate
in organizational behavior from the Union Institute,
Cincinnati, Ohio, in 1985.
Jones had a distinguished career in higher education.
She most recently served as president of Three Rivers
Community College, Norwich, Connecticut, retiring
in June 2014. During her 13-year tenure, Three Rivers
became one of the most technologically advanced
20
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community colleges in New England. She also led the
merger of two college facilities into one – Thames Valley
Technical College and Mohegan Community College
and created Three Rivers Middle College.
Jones began her career in Chicago, Illinois, where
she taught secondary physical education and science.
She learned education systems in experiential ways,
most importantly by doing it. Jones entered higher
education’s community college environment in the late
1970s as a faculty member at Berkshire Community
College in Pittsfield, Massachusetts. During her 10
years at Berkshire, she served as a faculty member,
coordinator of the recreational leadership program,
coordinator of student activities and the college union
and as director of personnel services.
In 1990, Jones joined the State University of New York,
Oneonta, and served as vice president for multicultural

affairs in addition to serving as a tenured professor. In
1996, she became Utah’s first black college president as
she joined the College of Eastern Utah, Price, serving as
president from 1996-2001.
Jones received the Citizen of the Year award from the
Chamber of Commerce of Southeastern Connecticut
in 2012. She was awarded “The 100 Most Influential
Blacks in Connecticut” by the Connecticut State

NAACP in 2009. In 1997, she was recognized as
a Distinguished Kansan in Education.
Jones received Washburn’s Distinguished Service
Award in 1986 and was named an Alumni Fellow
in 2014. In 2011, Jones created the endowed Sawyer
Family Multicultural Leadership Scholarship Fund
at Washburn University.

Kerry E. McQueen, Honorary Doctor of Law
Kerry E. McQueen
received a bachelor of
science in business from
Fort Hays State University
in 1961, and earned
his juris doctor from
Washburn University
School of Law in 1965.
McQueen is an
accomplished civil litigator
and stockholder and
president of Sharp McQueen, P.A., with offices in
Liberal and Overland Park, Kansas. He was admitted to
the Kansas and U.S. District Court, District of Kansas
in 1965; the U.S. Court of Appeals, 10th Circuit in
1969 and the U.S. District Court Northern District of
Oklahoma in 1976. McQueen has devoted the majority
of his practice to civil litigation, antitrust, collective
bargaining agreement arbitration, education, health and
workers’ compensation law and has served as the firm’s
managing stockholder since 1991.
He is a fellow of the American College of Trial Lawyers,
where he served on the State Committee from 1993-98,

and an associate of the American Board of Trial
Advocates, where he served as president of the Kansas
Chapter from 1985-86. McQueen is past chairman of
the Kansas Board of Examiners of Court Reporters
serving from 1998 to 2013 and was elected to the
Kansas Supreme Court Nominating Commission from
2006-14. He is a member and past president of the
Seward-Haskell County Bar Association. McQueen
is a member of the Kansas Bar Association and served
as past secretary and past member of the board of
governors. He is a member and past board member of
the Kansas Association of Defense Counsel. McQueen
is a member of the Southwest Kansas Bar Association,
the American Bar Association, the Kansas Bar
Foundation, the Association of Defense Trial Attorneys,
the Kansas Association of Hospital Attorneys, the
American Academy of Hospital Attorneys and a past
member of the Defense Research Institute, Inc.
McQueen is listed in Best Lawyers of America and
the Missouri and Kansas Super Lawyers Top 100.
McQueen received the William Kahrs Lifetime
Achievement Award from the Kansas Association
of Defense Counsel in 2010.
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Three honored for work with
Friends of Mabee Library
By Ally Burr • aburr@wualumni.org

Be it physical or technological changes, Washburn
University has evolved through the years and Mabee
Library has kept pace.
Three individuals, Jim Sloan, Bob Richmond and
Betty McEnroe Casper, have witnessed this change and
steadfastly supported the library through their service on
the Friends of Mabee Library board, a group dedicated
to advancing Mabee Library through fundraising and
volunteerism. All three, who have served on the board
since its inception in the 1970s, have been recognized
recently for their role in the revitalization of the
library – new furniture, a snack bar, group study areas,
new technology and an increase in the number of
students using the library.
“Without the Friends, there would not be a 21st century
library at Washburn,” Alan Bearman, dean of libraries,
said. “They are the group we turn to for assistance when
we want to push the envelope and experiment. A library
is not about stuff, it is about the people who use it, and
these three understand that.”

Jim Sloan
Jim Sloan, ba ’50, jd ’52,
H ’09, retired in 2008
after a 56-year career as an
attorney and began as a
volunteer in Mabee Library
in Special Collections and
Archives twice a week. He
archives pictures, articles
Jim Sloan.
and other information
Photo submitted
about the University in
addition to serving on the board.
“I was on the board of the Friends of the Topeka
Shawnee County Public Library for a time,” said Sloan.
“Then I was off that board, and I was looking for
something to keep me busy. I ended up coming
22
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out here, volunteering and was asked to be on the
Friends of Mabee Board.”

Bob Richmond

Bob Richmond.
Photo submitted

Bob Richmond, ba ’50,
H ’11, served in the United
States Army and owned a
historical consulting firm
before spending a year as
an adjunct instructor with
the history department at
Washburn and serving on
the board.

“I was very willing to
do what we all wanted to do, which was improve the
library,” said Richmond. “People have really worked to
help themselves and everybody who uses the library,
which is wonderful. Ten years ago it was new, and
tomorrow it will be new again.”

Betty Casper
Betty McEnroe Casper,
H ’13, is a longtime
Washburn supporter, as
her husband, Joe, attended
Washburn. Their three
children also graduated
from Washburn. Her
contribution to the
Betty Casper.
University spans across
Photo submitted
campus from serving on
the Friends of Mabee Board as treasurer to raising
money to build Petro Allied Health Center.
“I have loved the people, students and faculty that I
have met during my time serving on the board,” said
McEnroe Casper. “I know the library’s going to grow.
It’s going to keep going forward.”

Dedication

Monette Mark, aa ’94, ba ’03, lecturer,
art, and Joe Saia, bba ’75, buyer in
purchasing at Washburn University
and Glenda Taylor’s husband, stand by
“Gusto,” a mural designed and created
by students in Mark’s fall 2016 class
to reflect Taylor’s life and art. Taylor,
former chair of the art department at
Washburn University, died after being

struck by a vehicle while warming up
for a bicycle race in 2015.
The students worked with art faculty
to create the concepts, incorporating
some of Taylor’s pieces, her favorite
colors and her ashes donated from her
husband. The artwork is installed by
the north entrance of the art building.
Alumni News
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Big-league Leadership
Broadnax took over as Dallas city manager in February
By Jeremy Wangler • jwangler@wualumni.org

City management is where T.C. Broadnax, ba ’91, decided he wanted to make a
difference when he was attending Washburn. The former Ichabod basketball player
has elevated himself to one of the highest levels in that field.
Broadnax became city manager of Dallas, Texas, on
Feb. 1. It’s a Texas-sized move for a Topeka native who
has worked throughout the country. In his new position,
he oversees 13,000 city employees and a $3.2 billion
budget in a city of 1.3 million people – the ninth largest
in the United States and the third largest to use the city
manager model.
24
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“The opportunity to lead a city and transform an
organization into a true public service machine attracted
me to this job,” Broadnax said.
Broadnax, 48, credits support from both the athletic
and academic sides of Washburn with pushing him into
the leadership roles he’s taken. He was a point guard on
Bob Chipman’s teams from 1988-90, and he considered

that role an extension of the coach. He’s taken many
basketball lessons into his professional life.
“All those things you learn about being a leader: working
within a team system, listening and knowing when
to coach and when to sit back. As a city manager, you
have to do all those things while the public, media and
others around you are counting on you. I learned a lot
from Coach Chipman on being a leader. He helped me
mature a lot.”
Teammate Romy Anderson, bs ’96, is a juvenile
probation officer in Denton, Texas, and a resident of
Dallas. He was not surprised when he learned Broadnax
would be leading his city.
“He was always on top of things,” Anderson said.
“He was there for basketball and school, and he was
concerned about where he was and where he wanted to
go in life. It’s always good to see someone from Topeka
taking a prominent role.”
Broadnax said the basketball community, athletic
department and professors like Loran Smith and Frank
Chorba gave him a great support system. Smith, formerly
a Washburn political science professor, persuaded
Broadnax to earn a political science degree in addition to
his communications degree.
“He piqued my interest in public administration after I
took one of his courses,” Broadnax said. “He helped me
prepare for my master’s in public administration and
guided me in this field, particularly given the role and
responsibility of a city manager.”
A chance meeting with Washburn’s former dean of
students, Meredith Kidd, provided more support and a
mentor for Broadnax. Kidd was a big basketball fan, and
the two became friends.
“When a person came in to my office, there was usually
a problem,” Kidd said. “T.C. was like a breath of fresh
air. We hit it off. We talked a lot, but you’re never sitting
there thinking, ‘I’m helping this kid turn into something
great. He’s one of the good guys in my memory.’ ”
After Washburn, Broadnax got a master of public
administration from the University of North Texas
in 1993 and started his career with jobs in Texas
and Florida. He came back to Texas in 2006 as
assistant city manager in San Antonio. He became
Tacoma, Washington, city manager in 2012 before
coming to Dallas.

“I’ve got my plate full, but at this point, I’m out engaging
with the community, listening to their needs, their
desires and frustrations. Then I come back here and work
with my team and the council to figure out how we can
manage and deal with those issues.”
Early tasks include hiring a police chief, working through
pension and street issues and finding more funding for
infrastructure. He loves how hands on and direct city
government is.

“T.C. was like a breath of
fresh air. We hit it off. We
talked a lot, but you’re
never sitting there thinking,
‘I’m helping this kid turn
into something great. He’s
one of the good guys in
my memory.’”

“It is definitely where the rubber meets the road. I
appreciate the federal and state levels, but if you really
want to understand and impact peoples’ lives in a real
positive and direct way, local government is the place
where you would want to spend your time, and that is one
of the reasons why I chose this profession. In some cases,
sitting in my seat, I’m the voice for people who don’t
often have a voice. It’s an immense responsibility, and I’m
humbled and honored to have been selected for it.
“I’m just proud to represent the city of Topeka and
Washburn, and I’m proud of all the things I’ve been able
to learn from other people and bring to bear in my walk
in public service.”
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A Coach for Life
Chipman more than basketball coach to family, friends, players
By Jeremy Wangler • jwangler@wualumni.org

Bob Chipman’s final season served as a tribute to his 41 years with the men’s
basketball program at Washburn University.
Among the achievements celebrated and remembered
were the 1987 NAIA national championship, the 2001
NCAA Division II runner-up finish, 12 trips to the
NCAA tournament, nine to the NAIA tournament
and 12 conference championships. He wrapped up the
milestones with his 800th win earlier this year.
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NCAA men’s basketball history to win 800 games on
Jan. 14 this year. He finished his career 808-352.

“To do that at one school seems almost impossible,”
said Chipman, a Petosky, Michigan, native and 1973
graduate of Kansas State University.

ESPNews and the Detroit Free Press featured him this
year. The University of Kansas and K-State, schools
he played regularly in exhibition games, honored him
during pre-season games. Emporia State even offered
a tribute before their game. Washburn went 55-26
against archrival ESU under Chipman, including
31-10 in Lee Arena.

He started as an assistant coach in 1976 and became
head coach in 1979. He became the 17th coach in

“You always want to kick Emporia’s tail, and I think
we did a good job at that,” Chipman said. “That was
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the one our fans wanted, and you want to make your
people proud.”
With family and former players surrounding Chipman
on Feb. 25 before his final regular season game,
Washburn University announced it would name the
court in Lee Arena the Bob Chipman Court.
“I want to thank all the alumni and fans for their
great support,” Chipman said. “Washburn’s a special
place. I think they know that. I also want to thank the
Washburn administration for honoring me with the
court naming.
“It couldn’t be better. A dream come true. All of it.”

Dad or Coach?
“When I decided on retirement, I said they’ll get
another coach in here, probably better than me. But
they’re not going to get a better family,” Chipman said.
He and his wife, Carol, have two children – Kelsey
Stringer, msn ’16, and Bobby Chipman, bba ’13,
mba ’16, jd ’16. Bobby played for his dad, and Kelsey
played volleyball at Kansas State University and later
earned a master’s of nursing degree from Washburn.
“The family is so involved with Washburn,” Chipman
said. “Carol was totally involved through things like

the Washburn Women’s Alliance. Kelsey took a year off
her life, which was a very busy life, just to watch Bobby
play. I think I’ve called her or talked to her after every
game. Bobby totally knows what I’m all about and gives
me great advice. They’re all in for Washburn.”
Playing for his dad showed Bobby a different side of the
man who led Washburn basketball for 38 years.
“Growing up, he was always my dad. He was never my
coach until I came to Washburn,” Bobby Chipman
said. “He’s super positive and supportive as a parent. As
a coach, he can get his point across in other ways, and
it’s not always as nice.
“Winning a conference championship is definitely one
of the best memories of my life. Knowing I was part of
that and part of what makes him happy is something
I’ll always cherish.”
On the court, Bobby didn’t quite know how to address
him – dad or coach?
“I went four years of my career and I would never say,
‘hey Dad’ or ‘hey Coach,’” Bobby said. “During one
of our last practices a ball was rolling his way, and I
accidentally let it slip. I was like, ‘hey Dad.’ Everybody
on the team started cracking up.”

A Tradition that Stuck
Chipman needed a way to calm his nerves before a
game early in his career. Betty McEnroe Casper’s
answer became a ritualistic tradition that sprouted a
lifelong friendship between them and their families.
“He would get tighter than a tick before a game,”
McEnroe Casper, H ’13, said.
“He said, ‘Betty, you got any gum?’ And I said, ‘Yeah.’
And he said, ‘Can I have some?’ And I said, ‘Yes.’ So I
gave it to him. Well, under his chair, under the bench,
it looked like a rat’s nest where he peeled all the gum
wrappers off.”

Coach Bob Chipman (center front) with wife, Carol
Chipman (right) and father, Robert Chipman. (Back
row from left) Caysie Beetley, Bobby Chipman, Nick
Stringer, Kelsey Stringer. Photo by Scott Sewell

The Ichabods won that game, and Chipman
superstitiously kept asking for more. Eventually, she
starting bringing three packs of gum and a pack of
mints to the bench before games. After McEnroe
Casper’s health declined and she quit coming, she put
together packets for every game before each season
started. That’s more than 17,000 pieces of gum and
1,100 packs of mints during his career.
Sports
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“He’s very thoughtful. He was just part of our family,
as far as I was concerned,” she said.
“Betty is indicative of our fans,” Chipman said. “They’re
extremely loyal, very supportive and encouraging.
They’ve been morally and financially supportive, and
I’ve appreciated that.”

One Final Tribute
Chipman tried to teach his players more than just
basketball. Dozens of them came back during his final
game to thank him.
Andrew Meile, bba ’09, was a quiet person when he
came to Washburn in 2004. Encouragement from
Chipman changed that.
“About halfway through my freshman year, Coach
really started pushing me to be more vocal,” Meile
said. “He pushed me into a leadership role and really
valued and weighed my opinions. Now I’m a coach,
and I’m a lot more vocal. I got that from playing with
Coach Chipman.”
Two of the program’s all-time leading scorers also
remember a role model who drove them to be better.

Bob Chipman by
the Numbers
Assistant coach: 1976-79
Head coach: 1979-2017
Record: 808-353
1987 NAIA national championship
2001 NCAA national runner-up
12 NCAA tournament appearances
10 MIAA regular season championships
5 MIAA tournament championships
2 CSIC regular season championships
9 NAIA tournament appearances

Honor his 41 years and 800 wins
Make a gift to the Bob Chipman 41 Years/800
Wins Scholarship and honor Bob Chipman’s
time at Washburn. Your gift will fund
scholarships for future Ichabod basketball
players and allow the legacy Chipman built
to live on.
Give now at impact.wualumni.org/chipman

Dozens of former players gathered around Bob
Chipman and his family on Feb. 25, 2017, as Washburn
announced the naming of Bob Chipman Court.
Photo by Gene Cassell

“Coach was the ultimate competitor,” said Ryan
Murphy, who played from 1999-03. “He always wanted
to make sure you left everything out there when we
played. He wouldn’t take days off, and he didn’t let us
take days off.”
Tom Meier, bba ’88, who played from 1983-87 and was
a member of the 1987 national championship team, has
brought many of Chipman’s lessons into his life.
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“We all learned a lot from him with basketball,” he said.
“At the same time, we learned work ethic, hard work,
dedication – all things you take with you.”
Those were just three of the many who came back
to share stories of playing for Chipman.
“To see them become such great husbands, dads and
professionals, means the world to me,” Chipman
said. “You wonder at the end, was it worthwhile, does
anybody really care? By these guys all showing up,
I thought, maybe I did make a difference, and it was
all worth it.”
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Martin, Mazachek named
to vice president positions
By Kathy Busch • kbusch@wualumni.org

Washburn University announced in March it named
JuliAnn Mazachek as vice president for academic
affairs and Jim Martin, bba ’79, vice president for
administration and treasurer.

to serve as the Henrietta and G.W. Snyder Jr. Professor
in the Washburn University School of Business. Before
joining Washburn, he was the senior vice president of
Westar Energy, Inc. He received his master’s degree in
professional accountancy from the University
of Texas, and he also earned designation as a
certified public accountant.
Jerry Farley, president, Washburn University,
said he was pleased Mazachek accepted the
new challenge.

JuliAnn Mazachek
Photo submitted

Jim Martin
Photo submitted

Both Mazachek and Martin were serving as interim
leaders in their respective roles.
Prior to assuming the role of interim vice president
for academic affairs, Mazachek served since 2002
as president and CEO of the Washburn University
Foundation. Prior to her role at the Foundation,
Mazachek was dean of the Washburn University School
of Business and a professor of accounting. She joined
Washburn University in 1992 as assistant professor of
accounting after earning her doctorate in accounting
from the University of Kansas.
In addition to serving as the vice president for
administration and treasurer, Martin will also continue
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“JuliAnn has an extensive knowledge
of Washburn and understands both the
challenges and opportunities we face,” he said.
“She has a thorough understanding of the
academic community and is totally committed
to student success. JuliAnn has built trust and
developed important relationships across the
campus. She is an advocate for faculty, has
supported our diversity efforts, and encourages
initiatives promoting student success.”
Farley said in today’s public education environment,
finance and business operations play a critical role, and
he is pleased to have found just the right person to serve
as the vice president for administration and treasurer.
“Jim has corporate, teaching and university business
experience. I have enjoyed working with him these past
six months, and he has proven to be a great leader,”
Farley said. “We are extraordinarily fortunate to have
someone of Jim’s stature and experience, and I am
pleased he has agreed to continue to serve the university
in this role.”

Expanding Access
East Topeka Learning Center to offer educational opportunities
By Sarah Towle • stowle@wualumni.org

The Joint Economic Development Organization,
Washburn University, Washburn University Institute
of Technology and GO Topeka are once again
partnering to broaden educational resources in Topeka
and Shawnee County by creating the East Topeka
Learning Center at 2014 SE Washington St.

literary services. Academic and career advising,
financial literacy, information literacy and technology,
mentoring, military student success services, tutoring
and health screenings will also be available.

The goal of this Center in east Topeka is to expand
the reach of educational opportunities, reduce barriers
to post-secondary education and develop work-ready
skills for students.

JEDO purchased the site and will remodel the
existing building to meet the needs of the new
programs offered by Washburn Tech. There will also
be space available for people who want to pursue
entrepreneurial endeavors. Washburn Tech hopes to
open the center in August 2018.

The Center will focus on adult educational services,
workforce development training and success
services for Topeka residents. Programs will include
commercial truck driving, building technology,
health care technology and adult education and

“There is a need to provide access to these educational
programs on the east side of Topeka,” said Clark
Coco, dean, Washburn Tech. “We are excited to offer
programs that will lead to industry certificates, so when
people get a job, they are ready to start working.”
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A New Chapter, a Fresh Look
Washburn University Alumni Association and Foundation launches rebranding
By Sarah Towle • stowle@wualumni.org

The Washburn University Alumni Association and
Washburn University Foundation joined forces in
2014. In May, it debuted a new look, a rebranding that
includes a redesign of the magazine, a new website, and
a new logo and name – Washburn University Alumni
Association and Foundation.

“We want to have one central location for information
coming from the Alumni Association and Foundation
so our alumni and friends have easy access to the
information they need to stay involved with Washburn,”
said Marshall Meek, executive director of major and
planned giving, Alumni Association and Foundation.
“It’s important to Washburn University to have a strong
relationship with its alumni and supporters, and these
tools can help us continue to increase engagement and
communicate with everyone.”

The new logo for the Washburn University
Alumni Association and Foundation.

Launched in early May, the website, www.wualumni.org,
will be a single point of communication for alumni,
donors, friends and other members of the Washburn
family. Featured events for alumni and friends will
be prominently displayed on the homepage, and an
events page, www.wualumni.org/events, will display
Alumni Association and Foundation events and travel
opportunities on campus and around the country so
people can plan their trips and register.
“We host more than one hundred events for alumni and
friends at Washburn and around the nation, so we want
to make it as easy as possible to find information about
the events and register online,” said Susie Hoffmann,
director, Alumni Association.
The website will also make it easier to sign up for
an Alumni Association membership and access
membership benefits. It will provide information on
how to make a donation to Washburn and stories on
how those gifts have impacted the University.
On social media, people can follow and engage
with combined Alumni Association and Foundation
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and Snapchat accounts
as well to see pictures from events and news about
the University.
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The homepage of the new Washburn
University Alumni Association and
Foundation website, www.wualumni.org.

Washburn University Alumni Association
and Foundation’s new website:
www.wualumni.org
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/washburnalumni
Twitter:
www.twitter.com/washburnalumni
Instagram:
www.instagram.com/washburnalumni
Snapchat:
washburnalumni
YouTube:
www.youtube.com/washburnalumni

Class Notes
The Washburn University Alumni Association and Foundation loves to receive your news and updated information,
and your former classmates are interested in what you have accomplished. Submit your news and updates online at
www.wualumni.org/alumninotes or to Ally Burr at aburr@wualumni.org by July 31, 2017, to be included in the fall magazine.

1950s

G.W. Snyder Jr. Professor in
the School of Business.

Robert Reeder, ba ’52, jd ’60,
Topeka, Kansas, was included
in Marquis Who’s Who, a
publication that chronicles
the lives of prestigious and
innovative individuals from
every field. Reeder practiced
law for 35 years before retiring
and has been included in nine
previous volumes of Who’s
Who in American Law and
three editions of Who’s Who
in the World.

James Pringle, bs ’77, jd ’80,
Arkansas City, Kansas, retired
from an 18-year career as a
district court judge in Cowley
County.

1960s
Bonnie Honeyman, b music
’64, & Richard “Dick”
Honeyman, jd ’64, Wichita,
Kansas, were honored as the
Sweet Humanitarians of the
Year, an award created in 2005
by physician and HIV/AIDS
expert Donna Sweet to
recognize those who make
significant contributions in
the Wichita community.

1970s
Linda Jeffrey, ba ’74, jd ’77,
Topeka, Kansas, was honored as
the 2017 Woman of Distinction
at the 35th Annual American
Business Women’s Association
Annual Scholarship Luncheon.
Jim Martin, bba ’79, Topeka,
Kansas, was recently named the
vice president for administration
and treasurer at Washburn
University. He will continue
to serve as the Henrietta and

Richard Ross, ba ’71, jd ’75,
Topeka, Kansas, retired as
reporter of decisions of the
Kansas Supreme Court and
Court of Appeals in the summer
of 2016. Ross served as the
official reporter since 1978.
Mark Yardley, bba ’77,
Berryton, Kansas, was named
interim president and CEO of
FHLBank. During his 32 years
at FHLBank, he has served in
the roles of chief risk officer,
chief financial officer and
director of internal audit.

1980s
Shari (Fiest) Albrecht, jd
’84, Topeka, Kansas, was
reappointed to a second term
as commissioner on the Kansas
Corporation Commission. She
previously served as the director
of KCC’s Oil and Gas division.
Kirk Blackim, bba ’83, Houston,
Texas, was named vice president
of business development for
Vaquero Midstream in The
Woodlands, Texas.
J.D. Bloomar, bba ’86, bsn ’93,
Topeka, Kansas, launched a
website called TopekaNightOut.
com, which serves as a directory
to local entertainment, as well as
event calendar. Accompanying

the website is a mobile
application that allows users to
view upcoming events, search
businesses and bands and receive
notifications and updates.
Michel’ (Philipp) Cole, ba ’85,
Topeka, Kansas, was elected
to the board of directors for
Capitol Federal Savings Bank.
Cole serves as the vice president
of corporate communications
and public affairs for
Westar Energy.
Bradley Haddock, jd ’80,
Wichita, Kansas, was named to
the Friends University Board
of Trustees.
Susie Hoffmann, bba ’87,
Topeka, Kansas, received
the Loyalty Award of Delta
Gamma. This award bestows an
extraordinary honor upon Delta
Gamma alumnae who exhibit
a lifetime of devotion to the
Fraternity at the international,
province regional or local
level. The recipient must first
receive the Cable Award, which
she received in 2003, then
demonstrate a minimum of 10
years of additional service in
advancing the Delta Gamma
philosophy.
Tim Keck, bba ’88, jd ’91,
Topeka, Kansas, was approved
as Gov. Sam Brownback’s
nominee for the position of
Secretary of Kansas Department
of Aging and Disability Services.
Cally Krallman, bfa ’81,
Topeka, Kansas, displayed
her paintings of the Topeka
landscape and rural Kansas

landscape in the NOTO Arts
District. Krallman has been
painting for 25 years.
Kim Parker, jd ’82, has retired
from the Sedgwick County
Attorney’s Office after 30 years
of prosecuting local criminal
cases, some of which include the
prosecution of the BTK killer
and the Carr brothers.

1990s
Jennifer (Cecil) Albright, ba
’95, Pretty Prairie, Kansas, was
named director of the youth
mentoring program with Youth
for Christ in Kingman, Kansas.
Albright has been with Youth
for Christ for four years.
Mike Albright, bs ’94,
Pretty Prairie, Kansas, was
hired by Ninnescah Valley
Health Systems in May
2013 and was promoted to
manager of the BioMedical
department in 2014. Albright
also serves as the director of
emergency preparedness for
the organization.
Dana Burkdoll, aa ’95, Topeka,
Kansas, established Midwest
Reporters in 2000, a company
that provides court reporting
or legal videography services.
Recently, Denver Court
Reporting, a subsidiary of
Midwest Reporters partnered
with Spark Digital Marketing
to expand services across
Colorado. Burkdoll is a
state-certified court reporter
in Kansas, Iowa, Missouri,
Georgia and Oklahoma.
Class Notes
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Scott Curry-Sumner, jd ’97,
Netherlands, was highlighted
on HGTV’s “House Hunters
International,” which featured
his clipper ship moored on
the Zaan River in Holland.
Curry-Sumner and his daughter
live aboard the ship, which also
operates as a bed and breakfast.
Eric Heath, jd ’96, Los Altos,
California, was appointed chief
privacy officer at Ancestry.
Heath served as executive editor
of the Law Journal while at the
Washburn School of Law.
Rhonda Mason, jd ’96,
Olathe, Kansas, became the
first African-American judge in
Johnson County when she was
sworn in this January.
Deborah (Schultz) Weissbeck,
bsw ’97, Topeka, Kansas, retired
from Valeo Behavioral Health
Care as team leader in the CSS
department after 13 years of
employment.

2000s
Dennis Bohm, bba ’04, Cary,
North Carolina, is a Wealth
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Advisor with Steward Wealth
Strategies of Raleigh, North
Carolina, and is now a Dave
Ramsey Smartvestor Pro. He
is also engaged to be married
Sept. 2, 2017, to Kim Swarts,
Cary, North Carolina. While
at Washburn, Bohm was a
member of Kappa Sigma
fraternity and served as student
body president during the
2003-2004 academic year.
Seth Brackman, jd ’08, Topeka,
Kansas, was selected as the City
of Topeka’s chief prosecutor.
Brackman was previously
serving as Shawnee County
assistant district attorney.
Cheryl Brown Henderson,
H ’03, Mission, Kansas, was
named to the National Alliance
for Public Charter Schools’
Board of Directors.
Amanda Millard Hughes, ba,
’00, Topeka, Kansas, is now a
stewardship event specialist at the
Washburn University Alumni
Association and Foundation.
Kelly Mahoney, jd ’02, Boone,
Iowa, was appointed to the
position of U.S. Magistrate

Judge in Sioux City, Iowa, in
January 2017.

assistant county attorney in
Barton County, Kansas.

Sheena Smith, ba ’07, Topeka,
Kansas, is now the senior grant
writer for the City of Topeka.

Ty Hysten, bba ’11, Topeka,
Kansas, was selected as the
2018 chairman for Forge, an
organization in Topeka that
promotes culture, networking
and activities for young
professionals.

Eric Williams, jd ’01, Wichita,
Kansas, was elected as a district
court judge in the 18th Judicial
District, which includes
Sedgwick County.

2010s
Destiny Bounds, jd ’16,
Independence, Missouri, joined
Sanders Warren & Russell as
an associate in the Overland
Park, Kansas, office, focusing on
insurance defense.
Vincent Bowhay, ba ’08,
Buffalo, New York, received
NASPA’s Gender and Sexuality
Knowledge Community
Research Award for his doctoral
dissertation on the experiences
of LGBTQ university presidents.
He is currently employed at
Campus Labs in Buffalo as
director of campus success.
Nana Brammer, jd ’15, Slyvan
Grove, Kansas, became the

Brandy Lane, b ed ’05,
Topeka, Kansas, was named a
2017 Kansas Master Teacher.
She teaches sixth grade at
Pauline South Intermediate
School in Topeka.
Rebecca Schmidt-Jeffris, bs
’10, Charleston, South Carolina,
is now an assistant professor at
Clemson University.
Kenneth Yates, ba ’13,
Overland Park, Kansas,
studied emerging models in
conservation and education as
well as spiritual connections to
nature in Thailand. Yates is an
AmeriCorps member and job
coach at Lawrence Community
Shelter and took the graduate
course in pursuit of his master’s
degree from Miami University’s
Global Field Program.
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1930s
Hermione Gertrude (Jennings)
Cherry, ba ’33, 97, Medford,
Oregon, Jan. 10, 2013

Wilma (Apollo) Clarke, ba ’62,
96, Topeka, Kansas, on
Feb. 7, 2017

Timothy Carmody, jd ’76, 70,
Kansas City, Kansas, on
Jan. 18, 2017

Yvonne (Nelson) Corn, ba ’69, 85,
Topeka, Kansas, on Jan. 28, 2017

1980s

1940s

1970s

Norma (Collins) Sikes, ba ’49, 90,
Topeka, Kansas, on Feb. 2, 2017

Arlene (Sharp) Cathey, b ed ’75,
m ed ’81, 63, Mound City, Kansas,
on July 7, 2016

1950s
Carolyn (Solt) Musil, b ed ’57,
81, Waterville, Kansas, on
Feb. 20, 2017
Charles “Don” Kennett, bba ’58,
86, Shawnee, Kansas, on
Feb. 1, 2017
Charline (Mandeville) Miller, ba
’51, 87, Bloomington, Minnesota,
on March 1, 2017
Constance “Connie” Finden,
ba ’57, 81, Phoenix, Arizona, on
Jan. 7, 2017
Dee Suddarth, ba ’58, 80,
Overland Park, Kansas, on
Feb. 21, 2017
Hollis Logan, jd ’51, 94, Topeka,
Kansas, on Jan. 19, 2017
Virginia (Pence) Lockhart,
ba ’50, 94, Topeka, Kansas, on
Feb. 13, 2017
Wayne Cox, b ed ’52, 87, Topeka,
Kansas, on Oct. 21, 2016

1960s
Arvel “Frank” Anderson, ba ’61,
89, Washington, D.C., on
Nov. 2, 2016
Janet (Kuehn) Degginger, ba ’67,
71, Topeka, Kansas, on
Dec. 25, 2016
Joyce (Blesi) Knaus, bba ’61, 81,
Wayne, New Jersey, on Jan. 2, 2017
Richard Wolfe, b ed ’64, 81,
Topeka, Kansas, on Feb. 24, 2017
Russell Grant, jd ’66, 78,
Mulvane, Kansas, on Dec. 13, 2016
William “Bill” Brady, jd ’68, 74,
Atchison, Kansas, on Feb. 12, 2017

Carey Carr, bba ’80, jd ’83,
58, Overland Park, Kansas, on
Dec. 2, 2016

2010s
Alexander Beuerlein, certificate
of welding ’13, 29, Topeka, Kansas,
on Jan. 21, 2017

FRIENDS

David Gowan, bs ’82, 56, Topeka,
Kansas, on Jan. 1, 2017

J. Ralph Brown, Washburn
football coach (1958-1961), 90,
Salina, Kansas, on Dec. 13, 2016

Barbara (Kruse) Bassler, ba ’70,
68, Twin Falls, Idaho, on
Dec. 18, 2016

Gilbert Guerrero, ba ’84, 56,
Kansas City, Missouri, on
Feb. 3, 2017

Margery Rightmeier, KTWU
employee, 78, Topeka, Kansas, on
Feb. 28, 2017

Betty (Barnes) Paxson, ba ’77, 75,
Topeka, Kansas, on Feb. 15, 2017

Ira Rakestraw, bba ’81, 65,
Colwich, Kansas, on Jan. 27, 2017

Donald Easley, jd ’78, 69, Ottawa,
Kansas, on Feb. 17, 2017

Jerry Fickes, ba ’87, bs ’87, 51,
Wilmington, Delaware, on
Sept. 24, 2016

Rita Fitzgerald, Washburn
Security, 85, Topeka, Kansas, on
Dec. 31, 2016

Ernestine “Erni” (Jaimes) Muzzy,
ba ’70, 89, Lawrence, Kansas, on
Feb. 27, 2017

Joyce Wyatt, aa ’87, 75, Topeka,
Kansas, on Jan. 24, 2017

Virginia Senogles, Mulvane Art
Museum member, 90, Topeka,
Kansas, on March 5, 2017

James Jacoway, ba ’73, 68,
Albuquerque, New Mexico, on
Jan. 15, 2017

Kathleen (Worland) Waddell,
bsw ’80, 72, Topeka, Kansas, on
Jan. 30, 2017

William Harvey, School of
Law professor (1961-68), 84,
Indianapolis, Indiana, on
Nov. 17, 2016

Kenneth Carley, aa ’77, 83, Hays,
Kansas, on Aug. 28, 2016

Marta (Fisher) Linenberger, ba
’81, jd ’85, 65, Topeka, Kansas, on
Feb. 9, 2017

William Glatts, Facilities Services
director, 67, Topeka, Kansas, on
Nov. 30, 2016

Karl “Vin” Cozad, bs ’74, jd ’80,
71, Kansas City, Missouri, on
Jan. 13, 2017

Regina Riddle, bsn ’81, 66,
Topeka, Kansas, on Jan. 9, 2017

Francis (Frank) Dial, bba ’79, 83,
Topeka, Kansas, on Jan. 13, 2017

William Leptich, mba ’88, 65,
Grove, Oklahoma, on Feb. 9, 2017

Marilyn (Alexander) Fletcher,
b ed ’72, 83, Topeka, Kansas, on
Feb. 3, 2017

1990s

Mark Hunt, ba ’71, 67, Topeka,
Kansas, on Feb. 16, 2017
Roberta (Marshall) Laswell, b ed
’73, m ed ’77, 92, Emmett, Kansas,
on Jan. 7, 2017
Richard Knowles, ba ’70, jd ’76,
69, Wichita, Kansas, on
Sept. 7, 2016
Richard “Rick” Mabry, bba ’71,
jd ’74, 67, Abilene, Texas, on
Dec. 1, 2016
Steven Graber, ba ’72, jd ’75, 66,
on Feb. 9, 2017

Christopher Folster, ba ’92, 47,
Topeka, Kansas, on Dec. 29, 2016
Claudia Smiley-Allen, bs ’92, 66,
Dallas, Texas, on Oct. 23, 2016
Imogene Langdon, bsw ’90, 92,
San Diego, California, on
Feb. 19, 2017
Tara Helin, bba ’96, 43, Kansas
City, Kansas, on Dec. 23, 2016

2000s
Richard Courson, jd ’09, 60,
Overbrook, Kansas, in Dec. 2016

Thomas Magerkurth, bsw ’72, 73,
Topeka, Kansas, on Jan. 14, 2017

In Memory
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Howard Faulkner, former professor and chair, English, 71, on March 6, 2017
Howard Faulkner graduated from the University of Northern Iowa with his
bachelor’s degree in English in 1966 and later received his master’s and his
doctorate from the University of Oklahoma. He came to Washburn in 1972
and spent his entire career in the English department, eventually serving as
chair until his retirement in 2010. He also served as director of Washburn's
master of liberal studies program. Faulkner published three volumes of the
correspondence of psychoanalyst Karl Menninger, numerous critical articles
on American literature and African-American literature and authored The
Rules of the Game, a book on English grammar. He received three year-long
senior Fulbright lecture appointments, teaching at Moulay Ismail University in
Meknes, Morocco; Sofiiski Universitet in Sofia, Bulgaria; and Univerzitet Kiril I
Metodij in Skopje, Macedonia. He was a guest professor at the University of
Metz, France. A respected scholar and popular professor, Faulkner received
the Ned Fleming Excellence in Teaching Award in 2007 and the Roy Myers
Excellence in Research Award in 1995 and 2006. The Washburn Alumni
Association honored him in 2012 with the Col. John Ritchie Award.

Photo submitted

Tom O’Connor, former professor, biology, 76, on March 15, 2017
Tom O’Connor was a 40-year faculty member in the biology department, from
1965-2005. He earned his bachelor’s in biology from the University of Omaha
in 1963, and a master’s in zoology from Washington University in St. Louis
in 1965. He began teaching at Washburn University as a biology instructor
in 1965, becoming an assistant professor in 1968. He earned his doctorate in
physiology and cell biology from University of Kansas in 1973 and became
an associate professor in 1975 and professor in 1980. He chaired the biology
department from 1987-1991 and the natural science division from 1995-99.
O’Connor taught 13 different courses during his time at Washburn, but his
expertise was in cellular biology, developmental biology and anatomy. He won
the Ned Fleming Excellence in Teaching Award in 2002.

University Archives

Charles “Chuck” Wright, former mayor of Topeka and member of the
Washburn University Board of Regents, 97, on Dec. 27, 2016
Charles “Chuck” Wright was born in Topeka in August 1919. He graduated
from Topeka High School in 1937 and earned a bachelor’s degree from the
University of Kansas in 1941. Upon graduation, Wright served in the Marine
Corps during World War II. He was mayor of the city of Topeka from 1966-69.
During this time, he served on the Washburn University Board of Regents
and is most recognized for his work on cleanup and rebuilding efforts after
the June 1966 tornado damaged much of Washburn’s campus and the
Topeka community.

City of Topeka
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ALUMNI TRAVEL OPPORTUNITIES
Playa del Carmen, Mexico
January 21-27, 2018
Back by popular demand, we’re headed to
Mexico for the fifth year in a row. Get away next
winter and enjoy the sun, sugary-white sands
and crystal-clear waters of
the Mexican Caribbean at the
all-inclusive Sandos Playacar
Beach Resort located in Playa
del Carmen, 20 miles south
of Cancun. Date and pricing
will be finalized in mid-July.
Cost will likely begin at $1,600

all meals and beverages. Last January, we sold
out an entire Boeing 737, taking 166 Ichabods and
friends to this popular vacation destination.

per person for two people
sharing one room and includes
roundtrip airfare from Kansas
City (other departure cities
available, but pricing may
vary), and six nights stay at
the all–inclusive resort hotel,

Picturesque Provence and Paris
May 14-24, 2018
Fly to Marseille and spend the week meandering
by motorcoach through Provence in the South
of France visiting among others, the cities and
villages of Marseille, Fontvieille, Aix-en-Provence,
Avignon, Remoulins, Les Baux de Provence,
Nimes, Carcassonne and more. Along the way,
enjoy the beautiful scenery, explore ancient sites,
relish French wines and savor French cuisine.
Later, board the high-speed train to Paris for an

additional three nights in the City of Lights. Dates
and pricing will be finalized soon. Per person
cost will be approximately $3,995 based on two
people sharing one room including roundtrip
airfare from Kansas City (other departure cities
available, but pricing may vary), nine nights first
class hotel accommodations, sightseeing, nine
breakfasts, four lunches and two dinners and
more. Add $750 if traveling by yourself.

Cuba
October 19-26, 2018
Experience Cuba, this once forbidden island
nation, aboard Oceania’s intimate, 684 passenger
ship, Sirena. The cruise starts and ends in Miami
with visits to three of the island’s cities. Spend
two days in the island’s largest and most lively
city, Havana. Then enjoy a relaxing day at sea
before arriving in the former French settlement
and bayside city of Cienfuegos. Sail to the
southeastern cultural hub of Santiago de Cuba,
home of the Battle of San Juan Hill and the Cuban

Revolution’s victory proclamation. Enjoy one
last day at sea before returning to Miami. Pricing
begins at $1,899 per person for two people
sharing one stateroom, and includes roundtrip
airfare to/from Miami, seven-night luxury cruise
and exclusive excursions while in Havana. As a
bonus, each stateroom has its choice of either
four additional free excursions, or free beverage
package or $400 shipboard credit. Cost of trip
nearly doubles if traveling by yourself.
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ALUMNI TRAVEL OPPORTUNITIES
Treasures of Peru and Machu Picchu
October 6-15, 2017
Enjoy and experience the beauty, culture and
history of Peru. Fly to the ancient city of Lima,
then fly to Cusco near the amazing Sacred Valley.
Visit the breathtaking ruins of Machu Picchu, one
of the New Seven World Wonders. Travel by bus
to Puno, stopping along the way in Andahuaylillas,
Racchi and Pukara. Take a boat ride on Lake
Titicaca, visiting the floating
islands of the Uro people.
Explore Sillustani, a pre-Incan
cemetery on the shores of Lake
Umayo. Board a plane back to
Lima and further explore the
city visiting the Barranco and
Miraflores districts, the Museo
de Osma, the Mario Testino
Art Gallery and Larcomar. Cost
is $3,395 per person for two
people sharing one room and
includes roundtrip airfare from
Kansas City to Peru (other
departure cities available, but
pricing may vary), eight nights

first class hotel accommodations, sightseeing,
eight breakfasts, seven lunches and one dinner.
Add $475 if traveling by yourself.
For additional information about these trips, contact
Susie Hoffmann at shoffmann@wualumni.org or
visit www.wualumni.org/alumni-travel.

