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SPORTS Schedule

ICHABOD FOOTBALL
AUGUST
28	 Colorado	School	of	Mines,	Golden,	1	p.m.	CST

SEPTEMBER
4  Abilene Christian University, 6 p.m.  	
18 Missouri Western State University, 6 p.m.  
25		 University	of	Central	Missouri,	Warrensburg,	1:30	p.m.		

OCTOBER
2		 Fort	Hays	State	University,	7	p.m.		
9  University of Nebraska-Omaha, 1 p.m.  
 (Hall of Fame)
16	 Pittsburg	State	University,	2	p.m.		
23 Northwest Missouri State University, 1 p.m.   
 (Homecoming)
30		 Truman	State	University,	Kirksville,	Mo.,	1	p.m.		

NOVEMBER
6  Emporia State University, 1 p.m. (Family Day)
13	 Missouri	Southern	State	University,	Joplin,	2	p.m.				
20	 Division	II	NCAA	first	round	of	playoffs,	TBA
27	 Division	II	NCAA	second	round	of	playoffs,	TBA	

DECEMBER
4		 Division	II	NCAA	National	Quarterfinals,	TBA	
11	 Division	II	NCAA	National	Semifinals,	TBA	
18		 Division	II	NCAA	National	Championship,	Florence,	Ala.,		
	 TBA		

All games in bold played at Washburn in Yager 
Stadium at Moore Bowl.

LADY BLUES SOCCER
SEPTEMBER
3		 Saint	Edward’s	University,	Austin,	Texas,	3	p.m.				
9 Missouri Southern State University, 6 p.m.  
11  University of the Incarnate Word, 1 p.m.  
16		 University	of	Nebraska-Omaha,	4	p.m.				
18		 Missouri	Western	State	University,	St.	Joseph,	7	p.m.				
23		 Northwest	Missouri	State	University,	Maryville,	TBA				
25  Emporia State University, 6 p.m.  
30  Truman State University, 6 p.m. 	

OCTOBER
2		 Southwest	Baptist	University,	Bolivar,	Mo.,	TBA			
7  University of Central Missouri, 6 p.m. 	
9		 Missouri	Southern	State	University,	Joplin,	TBA				
16  University of Nebraska-Omaha, 6 p.m.  
21  Missouri Western State University, 6 p.m.  
23  Northwest Missouri State University, 6 p.m.		
28		 Emporia	State	University,	TBA				
30		 Truman	State	University,	Kirksville,	Mo.,	noon				

NOVEMBER
4  Southwest Baptist University, 6 p.m. 	
6		 University	of	Central	Missouri,	Warrensburg,	7	p.m.				

All games in bold played at Washburn in Yager 
Stadium at Moore Bowl.

LADY BLUES VOLLEYBALL
SEPTEMBER
3	-	4	St.	Mary’s	University	Volleyball	Tournament,		
	 San	Antonio,	Texas
	 3		 Southwestern	Oklahoma	State	University,	12:30	p.m.		
	 3		 St.	Mary’s	University,	8	p.m.			
	 4		 Maryville	University,	10	a.m.			
	 4		 Wheeling	Jesuit	University,	5:30	p.m.		

10	-	11	University	of	Missouri-St.	Louis	Triton	Classic	
	 10		 University	of	Arkansas-Fort	Smith,	12:30	p.m.			
	 10		 Harding	University,	5:30	p.m.		
	 11		 University	of	Southern	Indiana,	11:30	a.m.		
	 11		 University	of	Illinois-Springfield,	4:30	p.m.			
14  Northwest Missouri State University, 7 p.m.  
17		 Truman	State	University,	Kirksville,	Mo.,	7	p.m.			
18		 Missouri	Western	State	University,	St.	Joseph,	noon		
21  University of Nebraska-Omaha, 7 p.m.  
24		 University	of	Central	Missouri,	Warrensburg,	7	p.m.			

OCTOBER
1 - 2 Lady Blues Classic 
 1  Dallas Baptist University, 2 p.m.   
 1  Saint Edward’s University, 6:30 p.m.   
 2  Tarleton State University, 1 p.m.  
 2 Angelo State University, 5 p.m.			
5		 Missouri	Southern	State	University,	Joplin,	7	p.m.			
8  Southwest Baptist University, 7 p.m.  
9  Pittsburg State University, 6 p.m.		
12		 Fort	Hays	State	University,	7	p.m.		
15  Emporia State University, 7 p.m.		
19		 Northwest	Missouri	State	University,	Maryville,	7	p.m.			
22  Truman State University, 7 p.m.		
23  Missouri Western State University, 6 p.m.		
26		 University	of	Nebraska-Omaha,	7	p.m.		
29  University of Central Missouri, 7 p.m.  

NOVEMBER
2  Missouri Southern State University, 7 p.m.		
5		 Southwest	Baptist	University,	Bolivar,	Mo.,	7	p.m.			
6		 Pittsburg	State	University,	6	p.m.			
9  Fort Hays State University, 7 p.m. 	
12		 Emporia	State	University,	7	p.m.			
18	-	20	NCAA	Division	II	South	Central	Region	Tournament,	TBA	

All games in bold played at Washburn in Lee Arena, 
Petro Allied Health Center.

For information, call (785) 670-1135 or visit 
www.wusports.com.
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Contact Us!
Your news, thoughts and questions are important to us. 

Please write, telephone or send us an e-mail. letters to the 

editor and news of jobs, honors, weddings, anniversaries  

and births are always welcome. Please include your name, 

class year, address and daytime phone number. letters  

to the editor may be edited for length and clarity. 

Address:  1700 SW college Ave., Topeka, Kan., 66621

Telephone:  (785) 670-1641

E-mail:  wualumni@washburn.edu 

Website:  www.washburn.edu/alumni

To the editor:  attention to Joy Thompson, 

(785) 670-1657, joy.thompson@washburn.edu 

The Washburn Alumni magazine is published quarterly by the Washburn Alumni Association for alumni, 
faculty, staff and friends of the university. Third-class postage paid at Topeka, Kan.
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D E P A R T M E N T S

Spring at Washburn is a time for celebration and 
reflection. There are many opportunities to celebrate 
the successes of students, faculty and staff as well as 
the accomplishments of our outstanding alumni. Susan 
and I often attend these celebrations and are delighted 
to hear of the various ways our Washburn community 
is contributing to the overall success of Topeka, our 
nation and the world.

When experiencing a milestone such as the  
completion of an academic year or the receipt of an academic degree, time is 
often spent in reflection to assess progress toward life goals. During this process 
we recognize that our lives are lived with an appreciation of the past, present 
and future. This is true as well for the life of the university. 

We appreciate that our current 
successes are built on a pattern 
of commitments by generations 
of faculty, staff, students and 
individuals who are passionate 
about Washburn. In this issue, we 
recognize our graduates and the 
individuals who have been awarded 
honorary doctorates for their pattern 
of leadership and service to the 
university. We also recognize the 
staff receiving eminentes universitatis 
and the faculty receiving emeritus 
designations.

Our achievements are numerous, 
and some are described in this issue. You will read about our outstanding 
debate team and their successful attainment of the Overall Squad Sweepstakes 
at the National Parliamentary Debate Association Championships. Other 
successes this year include good news from the School of Business, our Greek 
organizations and the faculty recognition awards. 

Our future successes are built every day at Washburn through the learning 
opportunities provided to students in the classroom and in extracurricular 
activities. This year our campus volunteers spent time in Haiti, and our wind 
ensemble and jazz ensemble presented a concert at the John F. Kennedy Center 
in Washington, D.C.,  to celebrate the many accomplishments of Washburn 
alumnus Senator Bob Dole. 

Our mission to produce principled citizens is alive and well. Through the 
contributions of many persons in the past and present, we anticipate a bright 
future for Washburn and its graduates. Our alumni bring the past, present and 
future together to represent the best of Washburn. Each of you contributes to 
the rich representation of Washburn as an outstanding university. Thank you.

Jerry Farley

Jerry Farley
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

ALUMNI EVENTS

JULY
9 After Hours, 5 p.m.
14 Washburn Wednesday, The Other  
 Place, Overland Park, Kan., 5:30 p.m.
15 - 18 Alumni-sponsored travel to  
 Chicago
24  T-Bones baseball game in Kansas  
 City, Kan., tailgate, 5:30 p.m.
30 Wichita alumni gathering at Players  
 Sports Bar & Grill, 5:30 p.m.
31 Alumni board of directors meeting  
 in Newton, Kan. 
 
AUGUST
6 After Hours, 5 p.m.
11 Washburn Wednesday, The Other  
 Place, Overland Park, Kan., 5:30 p.m.
20 - 22 Alumni-sponsored weekend  
 wine getaway to Hermann, Mo.
27 - 29 Colorado alumni gatherings
 27 Chopper’s Sports Bar & Grill,  
   Denver, 5:30 p.m.
 28 Tailgate, Washburn vs. 
   Colorado School of Mines,  
   Golden, 11 a.m.
 29 Luncheon, Colorado Springs, 
   10 a.m. 
 
SEPTEMBER
4 Alumni Association tailgate, 
 Washburn vs. Abilene Christian  
 University, 4:30 p.m.   
8 Washburn Wednesday, The Other  
 Place, Overland Park, Kan., 5:30 p.m.
9 Wake Up With Washburn, 7:30 a.m. 
10 After Hours, 5 p.m.
18 Scholarship 5K Fun 
 Run and Campus  
 Walk, starting at  
 Bradbury Thompson   
 Alumni Center, 8:30 a.m. 
18 Alumni Association tailgate, 
 Washburn vs. Missouri Western  
 State University, 4:30 p.m.  
20 Alumni gathering, Ameristar Casino,  
 Kansas City, Mo., 6 p.m.
28 - Oct. 10 Alumni Association-
 sponsored Iberian Peninsula cruise  
 

OCTOBER
9 Alumni Association tailgate,
 Washburn vs. University of  
 Nebraska at Omaha, 11:30 a.m.  
13 Washburn Wednesday, The Other  
 Place, Overland Park, Kan., 5:30 p.m.
21 Wake Up With Washburn, 7:30 a.m.
22 Alumni Association board of 
 directors meet
22 Alumni Fellows luncheon, 11:30 a.m.
22 After Hours, 5 p.m.
23 Homecoming parade, 10 a.m.
23 Alumni Association tailgate, 
 Washburn vs. Northwest Missouri  
 State University, 11 a.m.  
 (Homecoming)

Alumni events are in the Bradbury Thompson 
Alumni Center, unless noted. Football tailgates 
are located in the parking lot north of Yager 
Stadium at Moore Bowl. 

MULVANE EXHIBITS
AND EVENTS 

 
 
 
SEPTEMBER
Through Sept. 19
 “The Art of  
 the Robot”  
 Works by  
 regional and  
 national artists using  
 a variety of media.

 “Literal Abstractions”
 Paintings and sculptures  
 by Stephen T. Johnson,  
 Lawrence, Kan.

Through Sept. 26
 “Dali’s World”
 A selection of  
 prints by Salvador Dali, from the  
 Mulvane’s permanent collection.

 “Reinventions”
 Joelle Ford’s work finds new purpose  
 for mundane and discarded objects.

 “The Bow Tie Exhibit”
 Regional artists present their take  
 on this fashion accessory.

OCTOBER
2 - Jan. 16
 “Printed Image III”
 A national juried exhibition that  
 features contemporary printmaking,  
 the exhibit is co-hosted with the  
 Sabatini Gallery at the Topeka &  
 Shawnee County Public Library.

16 - Jan. 23
 Art Department Faculty  
 Exhibit
 Works in a variety of  
 media and styles by  
 Washburn University  
 art department faculty  
 members. 

Exhibits and events 
are in the Mulvane 
Art Museum,  
unless noted. 
The Mulvane Art 
Museum is located 
in Garvey Fine 
Arts Center. For 
information, call 
(785) 670-1124 
or visit  
www.washburn.
edu/Mulvane.

“The Spaceman,” Eric Joyner, 
acrylic on board, 2008

“Don Quixote,” Salvador Dali, 
etching, 1980 

“Radiotron,” Andy Hill, 
mixed media, 2010
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THEATRE

SEPTEMBER
9 - 11 “Art,” 7:30 p.m.
12 “Art,” 2 p.m.

“Art” is written by  
Yasmina Reza.

24 - 25 “The Year of Magical Thinking,”  
 7:30 p.m. 

 “The Year of Magical Thinking” is  
 written by Joan Didion. 
 
OCTOBER
1 - 2 “The Year of Magical Thinking,” 
 7:30 p.m.
3 “The Year of Magical Thinking,” 
 2 p.m.

ACADEMICS AND 
STUDENT LIFE

AUGUST
16 Classes begin for entering law 
 students
21 Fall classes begin
 
SEPTEMBER
6 Labor Day holiday (Washburn closed)

OCTOBER
9 - 12 Fall break
18 - 23 Homecoming Week
 

SPECIAL EVENTS

OCTOBER
12 Women in Science Day for female
 junior high students. For more
 information, contact Susan Bjerke 
 (785) 670-2078 or e-mail  
 susan.bjerke@washburn.edu.
22 - 24 Catholic Campus Center at
 Washburn University 40th anniversary  
 celebrations
23 Alpha Delta sponsors “The Students”  
 with “Livy High,” Rooster Tail,  
 830 N. Kansas Ave., 7 - 10:30 p.m.

“Don Quixote,” Salvador Dali, 
etching, 1980 

VOlunTeeR OPPORTuniTieS 

• Aug. 19:  Washburn Move Crew. Alumni and friends are needed to 
welcome incoming students and assist with their move in to campus  
residence halls from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Volunteers will be assigned to  
work at the Living Learning Center, Washburn Village, Kuehne Hall or 
West Hall. To request a registration form and receive a T-shirt, e-mail  
resliving@washburn.edu., or call (785) 670-1065 by Aug.1.

• Sept. 18:  Scholarship 5K Fun Run and Campus Walk. Washburn alumni 
and friends are needed to help with event. Contact the Alumni Association, 
(785) 670-1641 or e-mail wualumni@washburn.edu.

• Oct. 12:  Women in Science Day, for females in junior high. Volunteers 
are needed to help organize and run labs. Contact Susan Bjerke,  
(785) 670-2078 or e-mail susan.bjerke@washburn.edu.

• Dec. 4:  Quest High School Academic Competition needs volunteers to 
quiz high school participants at Super Saturday event, 9:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.  
To sign up, contact Amanda Hughes, at (785) 670-2153 or e-mail 
amanda.hughes@washburn.edu.

• Holidays and events:  Notices of international students seeking 
transportation for local shopping expeditions, home-cooked dinners or 
short stays during holiday breaks are available in an e-mail notification 
system sponsored by the office of international programs. E-mail Heidi 
Staerkel at heidi.staerkel@washburn.edu. to join the list to receive notices.

n Senior Carita Hoover, 
Topeka, takes Ichabod  
on her trip to New Orleans 
this summer.

To celebrate Washburn’s 
2010 Homecoming theme, 
“Wonderful World of 
Washburn,” you are  
invited to take Ichabod 
along on your travels  
this summer and let us 
know where he and you 
have been. For more  
information and a print 
version of Ichabod, 
visit www.washburn.edu/
homecoming. Deadline  
for submissions is Oct. 4.
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September 18 Scholarship 5K Fun Run and Campus Walk 

Bring the entire family and don’t forget the dog. Walk or  
run at your own pace. No matter your age or athletic skill,  
you are welcome to join the fun and help the Alumni 
Association raise money for scholarships. 

Want to be a sponsor? Sponsorship opportunities are available 
for individuals or businesses.

Contact Susie Hoffmann (785) 670-1643, or e-mail  
susie@washburn.edu.

Want to help? All volunteers will receive a complimentary 
Fun Run T-shirt commemorating the event. 

Want to register? Check out the details at www.washburn.
edu/alumni/funrun/2010runwalk.htm. 

To contact the Alumni Association office, call (785) 670-1641 
or e-mail wualumni@washburn.edu.

• Same day registration begins at 7 a.m.
• Race and walk start at Bradbury Thompson Alumni Center at 8:30 a.m.
• Money raised supports Alumni Association Scholarship Fund
• Cost is $15 for walkers, $20 for runners, children 12 and under are free; late registration  
 (day of event) is $20 for walkers and $25 for runners.

Take a trip with us 

e veryone deserves a vacation. Why not take a trip with the Alumni Association?  
Group travel with fellow Ichabods and friends is fun for all ages and a great 

value for your travel dollar.
“We have taken 11 wonderful trips with the Washburn Alumni Association,”  

said Topekan Jan Mauck, ba ’62, who travels with her husband, Doug Mauck,  
aa ’78. “We especially enjoy traveling with other passengers we have met on 
previous Washburn trips.” 

You can leave all the planning to the Alumni Association. Trips typically include 
private chartered bus service between the Washburn campus and Kansas City 
International airport, air fare, hotel accommodations, several meals, sightseeing, 
English speaking tour guides, a group leader, welcome reception and much more.

“Traveling with the Alumni Association was great fun and affordable,” said 
Heather Gish Wachsnicht, bba ’97, Sammamish, Wash. “I would never have traveled 
to Ireland by myself. The trip was awesome.” 

In recent years, the Alumni Association has visited China, Hawaii, Greece, Costa 
Rica, Peru, England, France, Austria, Switzerland, Morocco, Monaco, Ireland, Spain, 
Croatia, Portugal, Turkey, Italy, Germany, Gibraltar and Hungary. Some of the time 
we travel by motor coach or train, and some of our trips are cruises.

Where will we be traveling next? Our Iberian Peninsula cruise sets sail in 
September. Look for our 2011 line up in the next issue of the Washburn Alumni 
magazine. 

 Want to be one of the first to know about our trips? Contact Susie Hoffmann at 
susie@washburn.edu, and she’ll put you on her travel e-mail list. Feel free to share 
trip information with your friends and family.

Heather Gish Wachsnicht, bba ’97, Sammamish, 
Wash., in Ireland on a trip sponsored by the  
Washburn Alumni Association.

Jan Mauck, ba ’62, and Doug Mauck, aa ’78, Topeka, 
enjoy the scenery in Picton, New Zealand, one stop 
on a recent cruise to Australia and New Zealand with 
Washburn alumni and friends.
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The Washburn Alumni Association 
hosted a reception in April honoring 
retiring faculty members.

Martha Crumpacker, associate 
professor, joined the School of Business 
in 1977 and served 1989-90 as assistant 
dean and interim dean of the School of 
Business. She retired in May.

Howard Faulkner, professor, joined 
the faculty in 1972 and served 2006-10 
as chairman of the English department. 
He retired in May.

David Freeman, professor, joined the 
political science faculty in 1988. 
He retired in May.

Carl Monk, professor, joined the 
School of Law faculty in 1974 and 
served 1978-88 as dean of the School 
of Law. He retired in May.

J. Karen Ray, professor, English, 
served 1996-00 as dean of the College 
of Arts and Sciences. She retired in May.

Sheila Reynolds, professor, joined 
the School of Law faculty in 1979 and 
served 1985-91 as associate dean and 

2008-09 as associate dean for academic 
affairs in the School of Law. She retired 
in May.

Mary Shoop, professor, joined the 
education faculty in 1982 and begins 
phased retirement.

Margaret “Margy” Stewart, professor, 
joined the English faculty in 1990, 
directed the freshman composition 
program and co-directed the Washburn 
Writer’s Program. She retired in May.

Carol Vogel joined the faculty in 1969 
as instructor of German. She retired from 

teaching in May and continues at 
Washburn as director of affirmative action.

Gene Wunder, associate professor, 
joined the School of Business in 1991. 
He also served as associate dean of 
the School of Business and as a special 
assistant to former Washburn president 
Hugh Thompson. He retired in July 2009.

Bruce Zelkovitz, professor, joined 
the faculty in 1978 and served 2001-10
as chairman of the sociology and 
anthropology department. He retired  
in May.

Find us on Facebook
What was your best ever spring break while at Washburn?

“Can’t really go into details,” one Facebook friend replies.
Another writes:  “Left WU on a bus and 20 hours later, we’re in Padre 

Island. That’s all the news that’s fit to print.”
Ichabods across the decades of graduation classes are answering Alumni 

Association director Susie Hoffmann’s weekly questions.

	 Who	was	your	favorite	professor?

	 	 Robert	Glazier,	organic	chemistry.

		 	 Ted	Heim,	criminal	justice.	He’s	a	class	act.

	 	 Actually,	I	have	two	favorites,	Mike	Sarkesian	and	Robert	Stein.

	 	 Tom	Clevenger,	accounting	and	auditing.	Ronald	Ash,	history	of			
	 	 medicine	and	also	microbiology.	

 Log on to the Washburn University Alumni Association’s Facebook page 
and jump in the conversation.

Ichabods across America
Feeling like you are the only 

Ichabod on your block? If you live  
near Kansas City, Wichita, Denver  
or Washington, D.C., Ichabods in  

your areas are meeting informally for fun and 
networking.

In the Kansas City area, Eric Taylor, bba ’03, 
Olathe, Kan., along with Ichabod friends and 
alumni, kicked off Washburn Wednesdays  
May 12 at The Other Place, a sports bar owned  
by Troy Steadman, attendee ’88, Overland Park. 
You can find the group on Facebook by searching 
Kansas City Ichabod Club. Upcoming Washburn 
Wednesdays are July 14, Aug. 11 and Sept. 8. 

To find the Ichabods meeting in Wichita, 
Denver and Washington D.C., contact the 
Washburn Alumni Association at (785) 670-1641  
or e-mail wualumni@washburn.edu. 

Honoring faculty

(L to R): Carl Monk, Mary Shoop, J. Karen Ray, Sheila Reynolds, Howard Faulkner, Carol Vogel and Gene 
Wunder. Not pictured: Martha Crumpacker, David Freeman, Margy Stewart and Bruce Zelkovitz.
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Classes of ’50 and ’60  
inaugurate commencement 
celebration

Seventeen alumni from the classes of 1950 and 1960 were 
honored at commencement in Lee Arena, Petro Allied 

Health Center. 
From the class of 1950: C. Stewart Doty, ba ’50, Albuquerque,

N.M.; C.L. Kendall, ba ’50, Efland, N.C.; Marge (Herleman) 
McAlister, ba ’50, and Paul “Mac” McAlister, ba ’50 and jd 52, 
Topeka; David Mosso, bba ’50 and honorary doctorate ’82, 
Charlotte, N.C.; Jack Palace, ba ’50, Juno Beach, Fla.; Wayne 
Probasco, ba ’50 and jd ’51,Topeka; Bob Rhodes, ba ’50, 
Clovis, Calif.; Robert W. Richmond, ba ’50, Topeka; and Jim 
Sloan, ba ’50, jd ’52 and honorary doctorate ’09, Topeka.  

Golden Ichabods from the class of 1960: Donna (Aten) 
Burgard, ba ’60, Riverside, Calif.; Ron Clarkson, bba ’60, North 
Little Rock, Ark.; M. Wayne Davidson, jd ’60, Lee’s Summit, 
Mo.; Joe Jaramillo, bfa ’60, Kansas City, Mo.; David Oldham,  
bs ’60, and Charlotte (Stollenwerck) Oldham, b ed ’60, 
Houston, Texas; and Rose (Vargas) Ramos, ba ’60, Topeka. 

For Joe Jaramillo, bfa ’60, Kansas City, Mo., his graduation 
day was decades overdue. In April 1960, he was drafted into 
the Army and missed commencement to report for basic 
training at Ft. Benning, Ga. He returned to Kansas after serving 

his tour of duty at Camp Kaiser, Korea. He is 
a past president of the Greater Kansas City 
National Hispanic Heritage Committee and 
a past board member of National Folding 
Carton Corp., where he served as manager  
of the pre-press company.

“I often visited the campus in later 
years, which brought back many 

memories, but I felt that I really did 
not graduate because I did not 
attend graduation,” he said. 
“Receiving the invitation to 
participate this year was beyond 
my dreams. I choked somewhat 
as I walked into the arena to be 
recognized. My family was there 
to help celebrate the event. I 
can now say I am a Washburn 
graduate.”

C. Stewart Doty, ba ’50, 
Albuquerque, N.M., is professor 
emeritus of history at the University 
of Maine, where he taught 1964 - 95.
During those 32 years, he said he 
was the only Ichabod in Maine 
with the exception of Washburn Air 
Force ROTC alumni occasionally 
stationed at Loring Air Force Base.  

Doty was half way across the 
Atlantic Ocean in 1950 when his 

classmates were celebrating commencement. 
“I wanted to travel to Europe. The trouble was that 

the cheap boat sailed before the graduation date. Thanks 
exclusively to Ruth Stout, associate dean of students, 
I was able to take final examinations early, miss graduation 
and sail to Europe,” he said.

“I was almost undone passing by the current Washburn 
faculty in full regalia and hearing them applaud us and having 
my name and graduate degrees read out as I crossed the stage 
to meet President Farley to the applause of that huge crowd,” 
he said. “All of us 1950 classmates must have been thrilled by 
all of that.”

Joe Jaramillo, bfa ’60

C. Stewart Doty, ba ’50

ALUMNI NEWS

Leading the class of 1960 is Donna (Aten) Burgard, ba ’60, Riverside, Calif.,  
followed by (L-R) Ron Clarkson, bba ’60, North Little Rock, Ark.; and M. Wayne  
Davidson, jd ’60, Lee’s Summit, Mo. On the left walking with the class of 1950  
are Marge (Herleman) McAlister, ba ’50, and Paul “Mac” McAlister, ba ’50 and  
jd 52, Topeka.

photos on this page by Peggy Clark



Alumni Association Board of Directors 2010-11

President

Roger VanHoozer, ba ’72, rvanhoozer@msn.com

Vice President

Stacey Calhoon, ba ’89, scalhoon@cox.net

Board Members

Ann Adrian, b ed ’67, aadrian@cox.net

Dennis Bohm, bba ’04, dennis.bohm@gmail.com

Jami Bond, bba ’04, jami.bond@hotmail.com

Brian Clarke, bba ’03 and jd ’06, admiralclarke@hotmail.com

Tara K. Cunningham, ba ’00, tarakc@email.arizona.edu

Amy Garton, ba ’03, agarton@opcvb.org

John Haverty, ba ’99, john.haverty@washburn.edu

William Marshall, ba ’61, wmarsh6869@aol.com

Erin Menard, bba ’05, wualumniboard@washburn.edu

Linda Parks, ba ’79 and jd ’83, parks@hitefanning.com

Cindy Rogers, ba ’69, cindytcr@swbell.key

Mark Ross, bba ’83, mark.ross@ricoh-usa.com

Leo Taylor, ba ’74, mrleot1@juno.com

John M. Ybarra, ba ’97, jybarra75@hotmail.com 
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“We give special consideration to legacy students and 
take a special look at high school seniors who want to follow 
in their parents’ footsteps,” said Susie Hoffmann, Washburn 
Alumni Association director. “This year we awarded 103 
scholarships, and 72 of them went to legacies.”

Alumni Association scholarships are funded from money 
raised by the Ichabod specialty tag license program, the 
fall Scholarship 5K Fun Run and Campus Walk, gifts from 
individual donors and earnings from the Alumni Association 
Scholarship Fund, which has been awarding financial aid to 
Washburn students since 1944.

Students from Topeka receiving scholarships are Barbara 
Anderson, Chelsea Artzer, Jacob Bailey, Josh Benteman, Alex 
Bezu, Cassandra Blackwell, Loretta Brooks, Paula Conley, 
Caprice Cortez, Alexander Crume, Carol Degenhardt, Taylor 
Drain, Lindsay Edwards, Anna Frantz, Erica French, Meredith 
Fry, Jason Gardner, James Gutierrez, Ashley Hauser, Lucy 
Hesse, Doneisha Jones, Justin Joyce, Shane Kennedy, James 
Kirkwood, Paul Kirkwood, Elliot Konrade, Matt Langworthy, 
Breanna Lewis, Lorraine Lick, Samantha Miller, Mehboobali 
Mohammed Pirali, Scott Moser, Cortney Myers, Nicole Perkuhn, 
Jocelyn Price, Kimberly Ragan, Ashley Rethman, Kellee Rogers, 
Joshua Rouse, Ginger Scott, Mallory Shehi, Kristie Sigle, 
Matthew Simpson, James Sims, Stephanie Slack, Brady Smith, 
Allison Stone, Manuel Tábora, Tyler Tunnell, Rahul Venkat, 
Margaret Walter, Audra Wood and Elgin Woody.

Other Kansans receiving scholarships are Sarah Aspegren, 
Carbondale; Deedra Baker, El Dorado; Mary Bannwarth,  
 
 
 
 
 

Independence; Hayley Barnes, Ozawkie; Jayme Barnes,  
Ozawkie; Krystle Barthol, Wellsville; Lora Biesenthal, Wheaton; 
Regina Budden, St. Marys; Chanelle Chard, Zurich; Emily 
Charles, Hiawatha; Jennifer Cocking, Atchison; Mary Cottrell, 
Lawrence; Cody Cuevas, Auburn; Abbey Deiter, Meriden; 
Jorge Delgado Breuer, Lawrence; Katherine Doel, Lenexa; 
Lauren Eckert, Delphos; Dana Elliott, Manhattan; Hadley 
Ernst, Lenexa; Aaron Grimm, Alma; Chloe Gaylord, Baldwin 
City; Ryan Haverkamp, Auburn; Lauren Himpel, Tonganoxie; 
Gabrielle Huckaby, Lancaster; Andrew Hulse, Lawrence; 
Danielle Hunter, Lenexa; Brenna Koch, Auburn; Kelsey Korte, 
Holton; David Lammers, Berryton; Megan Loder, Marquette; 
Karen Marsh, Waverly; Taylor McGown, Mound City; Erin 
McNary, Lawrence; Tyler Metcalfe, Carbondale; Lucas Mullin, 
Greenwood; Kristin Navarre, Prairie Village; Bryce Nigus, 
Hiawatha; Adrianne Nioce, Silver Lake; Kelly Rhoades, Ottawa; 
Margaret Schrader, Marysville; Elizabeth Sloop, Olathe; Kasey 
Strube, Horton; Patrick Tomei, Lawrence; Amber VandeVelde, 
St. Marys; Kelley Van Laeys, Sharon Springs; Marissa Wagenaar, 
Chanute; and Kelsea Worcester, Salina.

Students from outside Kansas are Molly Dolman,  
St. Joseph, Mo.; Xin Jiang, Zhejiang Jinhua, China; and  
Luodan Wang, Shanghai, China.

Legacy student:  Lucy Hesse, with her parents, Anne (Benfer) Hesse, attendee ’83, and Scott Hesse,  
jd ’84, Topeka. An incoming freshman majoring in business, Lucy is among the 72 students  
receiving Alumni Association legacy scholarships for 2010-11. Lucy has a multitude of  
Washburn family ties that go back to the 1870s. Among family who attended Washburn  
are her father’s parents, Burns Hesse, attendee ’54, and Liz (Getty) Hesse, attendee ’55,  
and her mother’s parents, Cornelia (Morrison) Benfer, ba ’53, and James Benfer, ba ’50  
and jd ’53. Lucy’s maternal great-grandmothers, Doris (Garber) Benfer, ba ’23, and Helen  
(Rosen) Morrison, ba ’22, were members respectively of Kappa Alpha Theta and Zeta  
Tau Alpha sororities, and her paternal great-grandmother, Ruth (Stanley) Hesse,  
attendee ’27, was a member of Zeta Tau Alpha.

Scholarships award legacy students
Legacy students – those with a parent, sibling or spouse who graduated from Washburn – were on the top  

of the list as $36,500 in scholarship funds were awarded for the 2010-11 academic year.
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Into the wild blue yonder:   
Air Force ROTC at Washburn    
Military training at civilian educational institutions traces its beginnings back to 
the Morrill Act of 1862, which established land-grant colleges and universities and 
authorized classroom and practical military training at these institutions. Nearly 
45 years later, the National Defense Act of 1916 created a formal Reserve Officer 
Training Corps (ROTC) at both the high school and collegiate levels.

This photo was placed in the World 

War I folder in the archives many years 

ago, but that time period doesn't make 

sense. Benton Hall, in the background, 

was completed in 1923, and the soldiers 

are marching on the old athletic field at 

17th Street between MacVicar and Jewell. 

The cars and uniforms are too old, and it 

shows the wrong branch of service (not 

Navy) to be World War II maneuvers 

at Washburn. What military activity was 

this? Did Washburn have an early ROTC 

program? The mystery was cleared up 

recently with the discovery of an article 

in the Washburn Review about student 

Army military maneuvers at a Camp Curtis 

staged at Washburn and Gage Park in 

May 1925. Students drilled in large groups 

and also competed by fraternity groups. 

The overall goal of the camp, however, 

was for the reserve officers of the Seventh 

Corps area to get experience in training 

“enlisted” men, and Washburn and area 

high school students signed up as trainees.

On April 11, 1917, five days after 
America entered World War I, the male 
students of Washburn College presented 
a petition to the faculty and trustees for 
compulsory military training. 

The June 1917 Washburn College 
Bulletin reported the authorities had 
granted this petition and that President 
Parley Womer had appointed a Military 
Board from among the faculty and made a 
formal request to the War Department for 
the establishment of an Officers’ Training  
 
 
 

Corps. Washburn hoped to begin the 
military courses by the fall of 1917. In the 
meantime, Womer hired a drill master, 
Sgt. Maj. Paul Botkin of the Kansas 
National Guard, who organized and led 
the students in daily drills until the end of 
the semester. 

No records exist of Washburn’s 
request for an ROTC being granted, but a 
Student Army Training Corps was formed 
at Washburn and other colleges in the 
summer of 1918. With the end of the war 
in November, this group was short-lived. 
 

By Martha Imparato



Lee Hippensteel, attendee ’65, 
Lakewood, Colo., bought this Air 
Force ROTC patch on eBay in 2007 
and recently donated it to Washburn’s 
archives. Hippensteel was active in 
Washburn’s ROTC program for two 
years. He was stationed in Okinawa, 
Japan, during the Vietnam War. 

During World War II, Washburn 
participated in the Navy V-12 officer 
training program for several years, but 
it wasn’t until 1948 that a permanent 
ROTC program was established on 
campus.

In June 1948, Washburn received 
approval for an Air Force ROTC unit 
commanded by Maj. Helmuth Stromquist 
under the control of Offutt Air Force 
Base in Omaha, Neb. The unit was 
designated one of 19 specialized 
schools to teach statistical control. 
Two Washburn graduates, Capt. Jack 
Wormington, ba ’41, and 1st Lt. Tom 
Laster, ba ’48 and bba ’50, were assigned 
to the unit as officers and course 
instructors. (Wormington retired at the 
rank of lieutenant colonel and lives in 
Alburquerque, N.M. Laster, a World 
War II fighter pilot, retired in 1955 at 
the rank of captain after serving at the 
Pentagon and lives in Springfield, Mo.)

Approximately 100 students enrolled 
in the fall and were divided between 
A flight or B flight. After two years of 
two-credit basic training courses, the 
men took three-credit advanced training 
courses for two more years while 
earning $27 a month. They also attended 
at least one six-week training camp 
during the summer.

A specialized drill team performed at 
halftime during some basketball games 
and participated in parades. A rifle team 
competed with other ROTC rifle teams 
in the area, including the University 
of Kansas, Kansas State University, 
University of Nebraska and University  
of Michigan.

By the fall of 1951, approximately  
75 percent of freshman men were active 
in Air Force ROTC, according to an 
article in the Washburn College Bulletin. 
Throughout the 1950s and 1960s 
participation grew and the cadets played 
an active role in campus life. 

The AFROTC offices shared space 
with the pre-engineering department 
in a former military building that was 
moved to the west side of Moore Bowl 
from the Lake City, Mo., ordnance plant 
in 1947. The building was destroyed in 
the 1966 tornado, and AFROTC occupied 
temporary quarters until moving into the 
newly completed Henderson Learning 
Resources Center in 1973.

Arnold Air Society, an honor society 
for juniors and seniors founded in 
1947 at the University of Cincinnati, 
began at Washburn in 1955. In 1958 a 
subsidiary group, Lancer Air Command, 
was formed to train freshman and 
sophomore cadets for membership in 
Arnold Air Society.

Women finally gained a role in 
AFROTC with the founding of Angel 
Flight at the University of Omaha 
in 1952. In 1958, Arnold Air Society 
chose the first Angel Flight members 
at Washburn based on scholarship and 
activities. Thereafter, the current women 
members chose future candidates. The 
women wore uniforms and drilled on 
special occasions. They also served as 
hostesses for campus events, planned 
the Military Ball and organized service 
projects.

The Air Force established a pilot 
ROTC program for women at four 
schools in 1969 and expanded 
nationwide in 1970. In 1974, Ruby 
Sell, ba ’74, Lupburg, Germany, was 
the first woman to graduate from a 
Kansas AFROTC unit and become a 
commissioned USAF officer. (Sell  
retired at the rank of major and  
currently teaches high school for the 
U.S. Department of Defense.)

During the late 1970s and early  
1980s enrollment in AFROTC declined. 
In 1982 it was disbanded and Washburn 
entered into an agreement with KU for 
Washburn students to participate in Air 
Force ROTC at KU while completing 
their general education and major 
courses at Washburn. In 1985, Army 
ROTC was added, but KU professors 
came to Washburn to teach the courses.

By Martha Imparato
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WASHBURN UNIVERSITY FOUNDATION

New trustees join the Foundation

Washburn University 
Foundation is the  
new name of the  

fundraising and gift stewardship  
organization supporting Washburn 
University, formerly the Washburn 
Endowment Association. The name 
change more accurately reflects the 
scope of the Foundation’s work 
and the many ways it supports 
Washburn. The new name also paints 
a clearer picture of the organization’s 
mission. 

 “As our work to reach out to new 
donors has expanded, our name 
was often confusing to individuals. 
Using the name Washburn University 
Foundation results in an immediate 
understanding of our mission, our 
relationship with the campus and 
our responsibilities,” said JuliAnn 
Mazachek, Foundation president.

It is anticipated the benefits 
associated with this transition will 
further enhance the Foundation  
 

with its fundraising and stewardship 
efforts to serve Washburn University 
for many years to come. While the 
name may be new, the mission of 
Washburn University Foundation 
remains the same:  “A foundation 
dedicated to building relationships 
and securing and investing 
private financial support to serve 
students and strengthen Washburn 
University.”  

New name, same mission

Five new members have been added to the Washburn University Foundation board of trustees:

Ann Adrian, b ed ’67, Newton, Kan.  Adrian served 2008 -10 as president of the Washburn Alumni Association 
board of directors and is a retired educator.

Jeanne Bertelson, ba ’73 and jd ’77, Topeka. Bertelson is chairwoman of the Washburn campus beautification 
committee and has a solo law practice.

Allan Caldwell, jd ’73, Rogers, Ark. Caldwell retired from Koch Industries in 2002 after 24 years of service.  

Duke Dupre, jd ’73 and honorary doctorate ’10, Plano, Texas. Dupre retired from SBC Communications, Inc.  
in 1999 and was active on corporate boards until 2005.

Joe Gigous, bba ’78, Topeka. Gigous is the founder and president of Nationwide Learning Inc.
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Greater impact with new endowed fund level 

Renovations in store for Phi Delta Theta ‘home’

The Phi Delta Theta fraternity 
house on campus will continue 
to provide a unique living 

environment to male students as 
fundraising for renovations has been 
completed.

With a lead gift from Ronald K. 
Richey, ba ’49, jd ’51 and honorary 
doctorate ’89, Shoal Creek, Ala., and the 
support of alumni, the approximately 
$2 million campaign was conducted 

to complete renovations to the current 
chapter house. A volunteer group of 
Kansas Beta alumni, spearheaded by 
local alumnus Bob Taggart, ba ’51, 
played a crucial role in the success of 
this campaign.  Other group members 
included Jesse Borjon, ba ’99 of Topeka; 
Ross Hendrickson, bba ’93 of Chanute, 
Kan.; Rick LeJuerrne, bba ’91 of 
Tecumseh, Kan.; and Ryan Mohwinkle, 
bba ’03 of Topeka.

“The private support that has made 
this fundraising project possible will 
enable the men of Phi Delta Theta 
to continuing living in their historical 
chapter house and will enhance both 
their educational and campus life 
experience at Washburn,” said Jerry 
Farley, Washburn University president.

The renovations are set to be 
completed before fall of 2011 classes 
begin.

To provide more aid to students and create a greater impact on programming, Washburn University Foundation is increasing 
the minimum endowed fund level from $15,000 to $25,000, effective Jan. 1, 2011.  

 “The new endowed level minimum will allow students or areas supported by an endowed fund to receive a greater amount 
of assistance on a yearly basis,” said JuliAnn Mazachek, Washburn University Foundation president.

If you are interested in establishing an endowed fund or would like more information, call (785) 670-4483 or visit  
www.givetowashburn.org.
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There’s no debate: program and 
scholarship support make a difference
Freshman debate team member, Brandon Frost, Topeka, perfects his communication skills outside of just the 

debate circle. He is also a member of the Washburn University Foundation student phonathon caller staff. 

Several evenings a week, Frost spends time making phone calls to Washburn alumni and friends to update 

them on current events from campus, hear about their connection to the university, and raise much needed 

funds to help support programs like the debate team.

Twenty-five other students like 
Frost also work as phonathon callers.  
These students are involved in a 
number of extracurricular activities 
in addition to their jobs at the 
Foundation, and this involvement  
gives them a unique understanding  
of why their work is important.

“Being a member of the 
phonathon caller staff has helped  
me to appreciate my debate 
scholarship even more,” says Frost.  

“The individuals I visit with really 
understand the benefit of supporting 
programs and scholarships at 
Washburn, and their compassion 
makes me very grateful.”

“My participation with the 

debate team has definitely 

enhanced my experience at 

Washburn, and I look forward 

to making the same type of 

opportunity available to  

other students.”
— Brandon Frost

Frost notes even though the  
debate team and phonathon are 
completely different in many aspects, 
they have both given him the 
opportunity to speak with many  
different individuals across the  
country who love Washburn and to  
learn how to communicate more 
effectively in various situations.

                                (continued on next page) 

Brandon Frost
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 “My participation with the debate 
team has definitely enhanced my 
experience at Washburn, and I look 
forward to making the same type of 
opportunity available to other students,” 
he said.

Joel Lauer, 
ba ‘95, has fond 
memories of 
his time on the 
Washburn debate 
team. Lauer, 
who serves as 
a development 

director for the School of Law, came to 
Washburn specifically because of the 
strong debate program. As a member of 
the nationally-recognized debate team, 
Lauer formed lifelong friendships with 
his teammates and came away with 
research and speaking skills that gave 
him an added advantage after college. 
Lauer also notes had it not been for his 
involvement with debate he may not 
have pursued a career in fundraising.  

“One of my former coaches 
encouraged me to do some volunteer 
work at a local non-profit. Through my 
time there, I realized how much I really 
enjoyed visiting with people and talking 
about different opportunities with them,” 
Lauer said.

Lauer has pursued his passion for 
communication and made a career 
in non-profit fundraising. From the 
viewpoint of a professional in the 
field, he has observed extracurricular 
programs, like the debate team, make a 
lasting impact on the life of a student. 

“Offering students the opportunity 
to engage in programs by providing 
much needed scholarship aid is crucial, 
not only because of the experience it 
offers, but because those students then 
give back to Washburn and offer future 
students the same opportunities they 
once had.”   

Thomas Fox Averill, writer in 
residence, professor and interim 

chairman of the English department, and 
former director of the Center for Kansas 
Studies, has been collecting books 
written by Kansas authors for more than 
40 years. During that time, he developed 
a collection that is unique in the state of 
Kansas.

Averill recently made nearly half 
of this collection available to current 
and future students by transferring it to 
Washburn’s Mabee Library. In April, the 
library dedicated the Thomas Fox Averill 
Kansas Studies Collection, located on the 
lower floor of the building. 

Before the dedication, Steven Hind, 
Hutchinson, Kan., a Kansas author and 
poet, read selections of his poetry. 
Three of Hind’s four books of poems 
were published by the Center for 
Kansas Studies. At the dedication, Hind 
donated fiction manuscripts to the 
Averill collection. Retired English faculty 

members J. Karen Ray and Howard 
Faulkner also contributed notes, scripts 
and research materials to the collection.

In addition to the dedication, the 
Washburn University Foundation 
celebrated the creation of an endowed 
fund to support the ongoing preservation 
of Averill’s collection by covering the 
preservation of the collection, helping to 
bring speakers to campus annually and 
assisting in other costs associated with 
the conservation of a collection of this 
kind.

“We are so pleased to help offer 
support in preserving Professor Averill’s 
collection through the generous 
donations made to this endowed fund,” 
said JuliAnn Mazachek, president of 
Washburn University Foundation. 
“This fund will ensure the Thomas Fox 
Averill Kansas Studies Collection is well-
maintained and made available for the 
use of students and library patrons for 
many years to come.” 

Leaving history for the future
(L to R):  Steven Hind, Hutchinson, Kan., and Thomas Fox Averill.
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O n March 21, Washburn’s 
parliamentary debate squad 
captured its first national debate 

title at Texas Tech University in Lubbock, 
Texas. 

The significance of this achievement 
gives alumni and friends good reason 
to be proud of Washburn and the 21 
students who brought home the 
2010 National Parliamentary Debate 
Association Championship Overall 
Squad Sweepstakes. 

This year capped a four-year run at 
the NPDA Championship. Washburn 
debate was the runner-up in the overall 
or squad sweepstakes at the NPDA 
Championship for the last two years  
and earned third place three years ago.

Harder than football
Debate is grueling. Beginning in 

September, the squad travels five days at 
a time for 10 to 12 weekend tournaments 
across the country. The season concludes 
in March with two championship 
tournaments held one week apart. 

Debate tournaments are exhausting. 
It is common for a host university to 
run two tournaments, called swings, in 
one weekend.  This is cost effective, 
said junior Keenan Hogan, Topeka, and 
makes it possible for one team to get  
two first place trophies in one weekend. 

One example 
is a swing the 
Washburn squad 
attended in 
February in Walla 
Walla, Wash. 
Over a three-day 
period, the team of 
juniors Joe Allen, 
Boise, Idaho, and 
Lauren Knoth, 
Independence, Mo., 
compiled a 19-0 

record and won both the Dean McSloy 
Tournament and the Bob Withycombe 
Tournament.

Swing tournaments typically begin 
around 4 p.m. on Friday and last until 8 
or 9 p.m. This allows for three to four  
rounds of “prelims,” where all the teams 
in the tournament compete. On Saturday, 
the prelims continue. Those teams that 
“break” with a winning record from 
the prelims continue into “out rounds,” 
eliminations that eventually resemble a 
sports contest’s Sweet 16. On Saturday 
afternoon, after the first tournament is 
completed, the next tournament begins, 
and the debaters end the day around 
10 or 11 p.m. On Sunday, the prelims 
for the second tournament continue, 
followed by outrounds that end well  
past dinner time.

“Those two in three day tournaments 
make for really long, tiring weekends,” 
said Shanna Carlson, a senior from Great 
Bend, Kan. “It’s harder than football, 
and we put in more time than football 
players do. It also takes 24 to 36 hours 
to compile files from our research teams 
for one tournament, and we start this in 
August and go until March.” 

Building for the title: O’Leary  
and Doubledee join the team

The first steps toward the 2010 
championship trophy were taken in 
2003 when Kevin O’Leary was hired as 
Washburn’s director of forensics. 

With a promising coach in place,  
Ron Wasserstein, ba ’78, Burke, Va.,  
who was vice president of academic 
affairs at that time, supported O’Leary’s 
debate program by increasing the travel 
budget and attending tournaments. 

“I believe academic competition at 
the college level should be supported 
like athletic competition is,” Wasserstein 
said. “Debate, mock trial, moot court 
and other competitions require a level 
of commitment on the part of the 
participants that is at least equal to 
athletic competition, but the financial 
support and the public recognition 
simply isn’t there. That’s not a situation 
unique to Washburn, nor is it a problem 

Ichabod Pride: Washburn’s debate powerhouse 

Debaters attending a press conference at  
Washburn’s Living Learning Center, where 
President Jerry Farley, faculty and friends  
congratulated them on their national debate 
title.

Front (L to R): Cassidy Crabtree, Arkansas City, 
Kan.; Chase Miller, Topeka; Tim Lake, Topeka; 
Shanna Carlson, Great Bend, Kan.; Lauren 
Knoth,  Independence, Mo.; Calvin Coker, 
Topeka; Back (L to R): David Duncan, Bucyrus, 
Kan; Josh Campfield, Kansas City, Mo.;  
Brandon Frost, Topeka; Andrew Lake, Topeka; 
Joe Allen, Boise, Idaho; Keenan Hogan,  
Topeka; and Josh Ramsey, Ft. Scott, Kan.

Joe Allen, Boise, Idaho, 
and Lauren Knoth,  
Independence, Mo.
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I thought we could solve. But there were 
things that could be done. Among those 
were to provide additional funding, and for 
the chief academic officer to put his time 
where his mouth was and show up to the 
tournaments to support the team.”

Meredith Moore, retired chairwoman of 
the communication department, supported 
Wasserstein’s efforts by concentrating 
her time and energy on raising funds 
for debate scholarships, which now total 
approximately 20 per year. She and 
Wasserstein also supported the team by 
traveling to tournaments. 

While attending a debate tournament, 
Wasserstein met and was impressed by 
Steve Doubledee, a coach with the debate 
team from Western Kentucky University. 
After that chance meeting, Doubledee 
said he received a telephone call from 
O’Leary asking him to consider coming to 
Washburn. 

“Kevin and I competed against each 
other in college debate back in the day,” 
Doubledee said. “His team beat us on a 2-1 
decision. He was pretty damn good and 
part of the attraction of me coming here. 
He has one of the best theoretical minds 
I’ve ever known, and I thought it was a 
good opportunity to work with him.”

Doubledee joined Washburn as assistant 
debate coach in the fall of 2006.

Putting all the eggs in one basket
With a forensics scholarship, Shanna 

Carlson started her freshman year at 
Washburn in the fall of 2005 and  
competed in public speaking and acting 
events. Then everything changed. 
 

“At the start of the second semester  
and before our first meeting, the website  
changed. We wondered, ‘what’s going on  
here?’ Then the coaches told us they were 
cutting IE (individual events). If we wanted 
to stay on, we would have to debate,”  
she said.

“Our students were competing in 
parliamentary debate, Lincoln-Douglas 
debate and individual events like oratory 
and public speaking,” Moore said. “Kevin 
and Jim (Schnoebelen, coach of individual 
events) decided that Washburn would not 
be getting a title until we concentrated on 
one thing, and that one thing would be 
parliamentary debate.”  

Next year and beyond
Now that the squad has achieved a 

championship, what’s next?  
“Next year is all about trying to defend 

the NPDA squad championship,” O’Leary 
said. “The next few years are really 
dedicated to winning the individual national 
championship – come out with the final 
individual team winning – at either or both 
the NPDA and the National Parliamentary 
Tournament of Excellence. 

“At NPTE, we had a team place third 
last year and another team place second 
two years ago. For the last three years 
at NPDA, WU debaters have placed 
seven times in the top 10 speakers for 
those years. That’s almost 25 percent of 
the top 10 speakers over the last three 
years. We want to continue that run, by 
far dominating compared to any other 
parliamentary debate squad in the nation. 
That would be incredible, given that in 
any year, there are 500 to 800 debaters 
from around the world at the NPDA 
Championships. 

“Joe Allen, Calvin Coker, Aly Fiebrantz, 
Bobby French, Keenan Hogan, Lauren 
Knoth, Andrew Lake and Josh Ramsey 
will all be on two-person teams gunning 
for that individual national championship. 
That’s what’s cool about WU debate –  
we never have just one really good team.”

Parli vs. policy

Parliamentary debate, 
what debaters call “parli,” is a 
relatively new form of debate 
in the United States. Parli 
differs from the more widely 
known policy debate in ways 
that make real competition 
possible for small colleges. 
Fielding a winning policy 
debate team may require, for 
example, 10 or more graduate 
teaching assistant coaches 
along with several more full-
time coaches.

Steve Doubledee observed 
his first parliamentary debate 
in 1989, around the time it 
was introduced to the United 
States.

“It’s an alternative to 
policy debate. It focuses on 
current events instead of one 
resolution debated throughout 
the year,” he said.

“Debaters have to read 
broadly and be well educated,” 
said retired communication 
department chairwoman 
Meredith Moore. “Every round 
has a different resolution. 
Twenty-nine minutes before 
each round, the debaters find 
out what the resolution is, 
which team they will compete 
against, which side they will 
argue (affirmative or negative) 
and who will be judging 
them.”

In those precious 29 
minutes, two-person teams 
prepare arguments, collect and 
organize evidence and jot their 
notes down by hand. Those 
notes are the only props they 
are allowed to bring with them 
into the debate. 

Washburn debaters work together during the 29-minute 
preparation period before a round.
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“Kevin promised me I would have 
a better partner if I came to Washburn, 
and I would be on the best debate team 
of the 2009-10 season. Just from our 
phone call, I could gauge that Washburn 
is where I wanted to be,” Ramsey said. 

Ramsey calls O’Leary and Steve 
Doubledee, assistant debate coach, “a 
deadly duo.”

“Kevin has a great sense of humor, 
truly cares for and respects debate and 
is a genius,” Ramsey said. “Doubledee 
is a wealth of knowledge, and his 
philosophical answers seem to help us 
explore our inner psyche to figure out 
our controversies. Sometimes you just 
need someone to talk to, and Doubledee 
will never turn you down. He is almost 
like a father to us.”

Ramsey’s words are repeated by 
others who try to explain the way the 
two men work together and affect each 
member of the squad.

Aly Fiebrantz, a senior from Topeka, 
calls them second fathers. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Kevin O’Leary is behind the scenes 
making sure our applications are the 
first ones in, thinking up arguments, 
ensuring we have hotels and food 
money and everything else to ensure 
we are in the best situation possible. 
At tournaments, he is in our prep room 
being our own cheerleader. I remember 
at Regis, we were the only team in 
quarterfinals. Kevin was the first one in 
the room to get a seat and watch us, 
giving us encouraging smiles during the 
debate, and he was right there afterward 
to encourage us as we awaited the 
decision,” she said.

“Steve Doubledee is the other half of 
the equation that makes the Washburn 
speech and debate team a success,” said 
Patrick Muenks, ba ’09, Parkville, Mo. 
“Doubledee focuses on the development 
of the debaters. To this end, he runs the 
weekly full squad practice and meets 
with each individual debater at least 
once a week to work on developing 
skills based on individual growth. 
Doubledee goes out of his way to 
ensure that each debater feels a part  
of the team and that his or her 
contribution matters.” 

The deadly duo  
In the summer before his junior year, Josh Ramsey, Ft. Scott, Kan., decided to transfer to Washburn after  

a 30-minute telephone conversation with Kevin O’Leary, Washburn’s director of forensics.
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Out-researching everybody
Since there 

are only two 
coaches to 
work with 
more than 20 
student debaters, 
Doubledee 
encourages 
student 
leadership and 
ownership. 
He set up a 

system he calls pods whereby students 
are divided into small groups with 
a student leader and are assigned 
general areas to research such as 
philosophy, current events, politics, 
sociology and science in addition to 
research related to the subject topics 
sent out two weeks before many 
tournaments. Shanna Carlson collects 
the materials the pods send her and 
organizes it into files with hyperlinks 
the students can quickly access from 
their laptops during the 29-minute 
tournament preparation time.

“Doubledee has taken a team 
that was disorganized in the research 
aspect of debate and taught us how to 
out-research the entire parliamentary 
debate community, and to do it with 
quality research,” said Carlson.

“Doubledee mobilized people,” 
said Joe Allen, Boise, Idaho. “Our 
research is substantially ahead of the 
field. Nobody produces the sheer 
magnitude. We come into rounds 
more researched than anyone, and it  
is really 
obvious.”

Each team 
member also 
develops an 
expertise related 
to a personal 
interest or major. 
For example, 
Keenan Hogan, 

Topeka, a biology major, is the 
resident science guy while his partner, 
Andrew Lake, Topeka, a mathematics 
major, answers math and statistics 
questions.

Lauren Knoth, Independence, Mo., 
the economics expert, has earned 
the nickname “econ queen.” One 
story Knoth enjoys telling occurred 
during the 2008-09 debate season. 
As Jessica Otto, bs ’09, Wichita, Kan., 
was preparing for a debate related to 
the economy, Knoth passed her an 
updated stock market report, which 
Otto referenced during the debate. 
When a debater challenged Otto 
on the date of her evidence, she 
responded, “These were the numbers 
two minutes ago.” Knoth concludes 
the story by saying, “Teams have 
stopped running economy arguments 
against Washburn.” 

Everybody loves everybody
Bobby French, Kansas City, Mo., 

recounts the new motto Doubledee 
announced at the squad’s first 
meeting of the 2009-10 season. ELE:  
Everybody Loves Everybody.

“We have a large squad and spend 
a lot of time together, so there is 
tension,” French said. “He said we 
would all be friends at tournaments, 
that there would not be any feuding.”

“Kevin and I felt that we should 
have won the previous year. We had 
all the elements to win, but they were 
not functioning as a team,” Doubledee 
said. “There were cliques, students 
they liked and didn’t like. ELE was a 
joke from a movie. I told them, ‘Look 
beyond what you like and don’t like. 
You are here to do a job, so keep 
professional. It will be this way the 
rest of your lives.’ It shut down the 
minor issues, students complaining 
that so and so didn’t do X. By the 
middle of the year, I could just say 
‘ELE’ and walk away.”

The top prizes:   
nPdA & nPTe

In March, parliamentary debaters 
across the country wrap up their season 
with two championship tournaments 
held a week apart.

The National Parliamentary Debate 
Association is the largest college debate 
organization in the United States. The 
NPDA’s championship, held March 
18-20 in Lubbock, Texas, was open to 
all member schools and awarded both 
sweepstakes and individual debaters. 
Two hundred to 350 teams compete 
annually.

Washburn’s squad received the 
Overall Squad Sweepstakes based on the 
scores of the top four teams. Washburn 
students on those teams were Joe Allen, 
Calvin Coker, Aly Fiebrantz, Bobby 
French, Keenan Hogan, Lauren Knoth, 
Andrew Lake and Josh Ramsey.  Joe 
Allen received third place, and Lauren 
Knoth received fifth place as individual 
speakers.

The National Parliamentary 
Tournament of Excellence is a national 
championship tournament to which the 
top 64 teams in the nation are invited. 
This year, the NPTE was March 25-27 in 
Azusa, Calif.

Washburn debate qualified four 
teams to the NPTE from a field of 
more than 1,000 teams across the 
United States. All four teams cleared to 
elimination rounds, meaning that all four 
placed in the year-end top 32. The team 
of Aly Fiebrantz and Josh Ramsey placed 
eighth; Shanna Carlson and Calvin Coker 
placed 15th; Joe Allen and Lauren Knoth 
placed 19th; and Andrew Lake and 
Keenan Hogan placed 28th. In individual 
speaking awards, Allen was recognized 
as the sixth place speaker, Fiebrantz as 
the 16th, Knoth as the 21st, and Coker 
as the 22nd. 

Calvin Coker, Topeka,  
and Shanna Carlson,  
Great Bend, Kan.

Keenan Hogan and  
Andrew Lake, Topeka
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Equal opportunity debate

Junior Calvin Coker, Topeka, probably would not 
be debating if he had attended another college  

or university.
“When I enrolled in Steve Doubledee’s public 

speaking class, I expected to get little more than an 
overview of presentational speaking and three credit 
hours,” he said. “It surprised me when, at the end 
of the semester, Steve asked me to join the debate 
team. I had no experience from high school and 
had never seen a collegiate level debate of any kind. 
Now he loves telling this story, where he answers 
my wide eyed ‘What’s debate?’ with ‘It’s what you 
have been doing for years. Now you will just have  
a judge in the back of the room.’”

Coker is one example of the philosophy of 
inclusion practiced by O’Leary and Doubledee.

Gina Lane, director of debate at William Jewell 
College, says that O’Leary and Doubledee have 
“created a peer coaching system that allows all 
students, not just those with the most seniority, or 
those with the best winning record, but all students 
a chance to compete and excel. When other 
schools field just one or two teams at a tournament, 
Washburn will often field four or five times that 
many. It is obvious that Washburn has a passion for 
its debaters.”

Joseph Gantt, director of forensics at Texas Tech 
University, echoes this point. “Kevin and Steve work 
extremely hard to put every student in a position 
to succeed,” he said. “That dedication applies to 
every potential student who walks through their 
door willing to put in the work necessary to be 
successful.”  

No limitations
Coker’s debate partner is Bobby French, a junior 

who transferred to Washburn this year. At the NPDA 
Championship, the team of French and Coker earned 
the 23rd seed with a 6-2 record in prelims. They lost 
their second out round (triple octofinals) to one of 
the teams that reached the final round. With three 
other Washburn debate teams, their winning record 
contributed to the sweepstakes trophy.

French has spinal 
muscular atrophy, a kind 
of muscular dystrophy, 
and is wheelchair mobile. 

“Doubledee accepted 
me and helped me 
through the year by setting 
up van rides and making 
sure I was comfortable,” 
French said. 

“It is very important to me that Bobby has the 
opportunity to debate,” Doubledee said. “He’s very 
competitive, and debate is something he can do and 
feel normal and equal. He is very talented. I tell him 
‘Whatever you need, the university has resources.’”

A week before the championship tournament in 
Texas, French attended a tournament in Long Beach, 
Fla., but returned with a sore neck from the flight 
home. For the debate squad, transportation to Texas 
was a 12-hour ride in a charter bus. But for French, 
Washburn rented a van so he would be comfortable 
and able to compete when he arrived. Doubledee 
drove the van. 

FEATURE

Bobby French, Kansas City, Mo.
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Washburn women
Women who do well at national 

debate competitions are a Washburn 
tradition. This year, Shanna Carlson, 
Lauren Knoth and Ali Fiebrantz are three 
of six women who placed in the top 20 
at NPTE. Put another way, half of the 
top female contenders in the nation hail 
from Washburn. 

For one of the women at Washburn, 
the coaches’ philosophy of inclusion 
brought an unexpected opportunity.

Yue “Christie” Zhang, a junior 
exchange student from Zhejiang Normal 
University, Jinhua, China, got a chance 
to experience her first parliamentary 
debate in English in America at the 
NPDA Championship. Throughout the 
debate season, Zhang attended squad 
meetings, assisted the team with  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

research and met weekly with 
Doubledee to learn as much as possible 
about parliamentary debate.

“I started from ground zero with 
her,” Doubledee said. “She soaked it up. 
She’s a bright young lady.”

By the end of the season, both 
coaches gladly offered her a spot on  
the NPDA championship team. 

“She worked hard and earned it,” 
Doubledee said. “I thought since we had 
an opening and she had been working 
all year, why not give her a chance?”

 “I don’t understand why he let me 
debate,” Zhang said. “For the honor 
of the university, if you can get better 
debaters who can make a higher mark, 
why pick me? What if they lost because 
of me? I now understand that for 
Doubledee, what is more important than 
winning is to debate.” 

Zhang and her partner, Ankur 
Mandhana, a senior from University of 
California-Berkley, came away with a  
3-5 record.

“Kevin posted online that he was 
looking for someone to compete 
at nationals with a Chinese foreign 
exchange student. I leapt at the 
chance to make it to the tournament,” 
Mandhana said. “Christie has a natural 
debate mind. In a debate about the 
Roman Catholic Church, for instance, 
she astounded me with her knowledge 
of the Bible, quoting various passages to 
prove our argument correct. The judge 
in this round, a professor of philosophy 
at a religious school, specifically cited 
her knowledge as the reason we won 
the debate.”

Team members

Topeka Mayor Bill Bunten 
recognized Washburn’s debate  
team’s first national title by 
proclaiming April 27, 2010 as 
Washburn University Debate  
Team Day. 

The 2010 national title team 
members are Joe Allen, Boise,  
Idaho; Joe Astrab, Winfield, Kan.; 
Josh Campfield, Kansas City, Mo.; 
Shanna Carlson, Great Bend, Kan.; 
Calvin Coker, Topeka; Cassidy 
Crabtree, Arkansas City, Kan.; 
David Duncan, Bucyrus, Kan.; 
Jordan Duncan, Parsons, Kan.; Aly 
Fiebrantz, Topeka; Bobby French, 
Kansas City, Mo.; Brandon Frost, 
Topeka; Keenan Hogan, Topeka; 
Lauren Knoth, Independence, Mo.; 
Andrew Lake, Topeka; Timothy  
Lake, Topeka; Reid McCallum,  
Valley Center, Kan.; Chase 
Miller, Topeka; Tyler Plumlee, 
Independence, Mo.; Josh Ramsey, 
Ft. Scott, Kan.; Johnathan Reeves, 
Princeton, Kan.; and Yue “Christie” 
Zhang, Jinhua, China. 

Also present to coach and 
judge at the NPDA championship: 
Annaleigh Curtis, ba ’08, Boulder, 
Colo.; Patrick Muenks, ba ’09, 
Parkville, Mo.; senior Dane Anderson,
Topeka; and Jon McCabe, Eugene, 
Ore.

Yue “Christie” Zhang,  
Jinhua, China

Josh Ramsey, Ft. Scott, Kan., and Aly Fiebrantz, Topeka, 
with the National Parliamentary Tournament of  
Excellence plate they received for placing eighth as  
a team. Fiebrantz is holding her 16th place individual 
speaker award.

photo by Joy Thompson
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D. Duke Dupre, jd ’73, Plano, Texas, 
honorary doctor of law

Dupre retired as vice president and general counsel of 
external affairs for SBC Communications and later served as 
chairman of the board of a software technology company. He 
is a Washburn University Foundation trustee, a member of 
Washburn Law’s Business and Transactional Law Center Board 
of Advisors and a past president of the Washburn Law School 
Foundation and the Washburn Law Alumni Association Board 
of Governors. Washburn named Dupre an Alumni Fellow, and 
the School of Law Alumni Association honored him with a 
Distinguished Service Award.

Dean Ferrell, ba ’69, Topeka, 
honorary doctor of humane letters 

Ferrell is president of Ferrell Construction of Topeka Inc. 
and has served on numerous community and professional 
boards, including the Washburn Board of Regents, the 
Washburn Alumni Association board of directors and the 
Ichabod Club and currently serves as a director of the 
Washburn University Foundation. He was honored by 
Washburn with a Distinguished Service Award and inducted 
into the Athletic Hall of Fame.

James Ketcherside, bba ’58, McPherson, Kan., 
honorary doctor of public service 

      
Ketcherside retired as chairman of the board, president and 

chief executive officer of Alliance Insurance Co. and serves 
on the boards of the McPherson Opera House, McPherson 
Hospital and Oklahoma Christian University. He served as a 
Washburn University Foundation trustee, receiving emeritus 
status in 2008. His professional and civic honors include the 
McPherson Chamber of Commerce President’s Award and a 
Distinguished Service Award from the Kansas Association of 
Insurance Agents.

Jere Noe, bba ’59, Topeka, 
honorary doctor of commerce  

Noe retired as a member of the Wendling, Noe, Nelson 
& Johnson public accounting firm, yet remains active in 
the firm as a consultant and auditor. His professional and 
community affiliations include Civitan, Family Service and 
Guidance Center, American Legion Post 400, Northeast 
Kansas Chapters of CPAs and the Kansas Society of Certified 
Public Accountants. He has served since 1994 as a Washburn 
University Foundation trustee and director.

Alumni receive honorary degrees  
at spring commencement

{L to R) Dean Ferrell, ba ’69, Topeka; James Ketcherside, bba ’58, McPherson, Kan.; Jere Noe, bba ’59, Topeka; 
and D. Duke Dupre, jd ’73, Plano, Texas.
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Collectively, 65 School of Business seniors placed at the 
80th percentile on the Major Field Test in Business. Given at 
approximately 600 colleges and universities across the country, 
the MFT is designed to measure the subject knowledge of the 
students as they complete an undergraduate business degree. 
This is the seventh consecutive year that Washburn business 
seniors have scored above the national mean.

Together, the Washburn students had an average score  
of 158 out of a possible 200, placing Washburn in the top  

20 percent nationwide. At the individual level, more than  
60 percent of the students scored above the national average,  
and 22 scored in the top 25 percent in the country. 

Washburn’s School of Business is accredited by the 
Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business 
International, the premier accrediting body of business 
programs. The School was also included in Princeton Review’s 
2010 Best 301 Business School List for its high quality master  
of business administration program.

The world premiere of a work 
commissioned as a tribute 

to the legacy of former U.S. Sen. 
Bob Dole was featured at a special 
concert by the Washburn Wind 
Ensemble and the Washburn Jazz 
Ensemble at the John F. Kennedy 
Center for the Performing Arts in 
Washington, D.C. in April.

The Dole tribute was composed 
by Brian Balmages, of Baltimore, 
Md., who was guest conductor for 
the wind ensemble. The student 
groups were also joined on stage  
for a trumpet solo by guest artist  
Sgt. First Class Graham Breedlove, of 
the U.S. Army Blues Jazz Ensemble.

The 43 students in the wind 
ensemble attended a rehearsal of 
the U.S. Navy Concert Band and 
toured the U.S. Air Force Band’s 
rehearsal and recording facilities. 
The 21-member jazz ensemble sat 
in with the U.S. Army Field Band 
Jazz Ambassadors, worked with 
their leaders and played side by 
side through the jazz charts. Both 
student groups performed at Towson 
University and two high schools 
in Virginia, in addition to visiting 
several landmarks and museums.

n (L to R): Topekans Elise Short, ba ’08; Billie Jean Bergmann, bba ’09; Ashley McMillan, ba ’05;

and Kate McCown, ba ’06; with Gary McDonald (center), at a retirement reception honoring 

McDonald, who worked nearly 20 years as a custodian in the Memorial Union.

The student activities and Greek life office surprised him with the presentation of the 

McDonald Award, named in his honor, for “his dedication and unselfish giving of his time and 

efforts to promoting the Washburn community well above what any reasonable person could ask.”

Ensembles perform  
at Kennedy Center  
in Washington, D.C.

n Front (L to R): Junior Erica Michel, Dodge City, Kan., and Topekans Megan Holland and 

Samantha Kostelecky, both seniors; back (L to R): Topekans Christopher Roth, a junior, and 

Grace Shepler, a freshman, will participate in the National Flute Association Collegiate Flute Choir 

Aug. 11-15 at the 2010 Flute Convention in Anaheim, Calif. The five musicians were selected by 

competitive auditions.

School of Business students score in top 20 percent on national exam
ph

oto
 b

y P
eg

gy
 C

lar
k

ph
oto

 b
y J

oy
 T

ho
m

ps
on



CAMPUS NEWS & SPORTS

22 | summer 2010 | www.washburn.edu/alumni 

Dick Vitale, noted college basketball analyst and ambassador, spoke as part of 
the Washburn Lecture Series in April.

Vitale joined ESPN during the 1979-80 season, following a successful college 
and pro coaching career. He is known by the way his thorough knowledge of 
the game is brought forth in an enthusiastic, passionate, sometimes controversial 
style. At Washburn, Vitale is remembered for his play-by-play commentary of 
the men’s basketball 1987 NAIA National Championship game. In 2008, Vitale 
received the sport’s ultimate honor when he was selected as an inductee into  
the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame as a contributor.

All proceeds from the Vitale event were donated to Coaches for Cancer. 
The Washburn Lecture Series was established in 2007 by Washburn Student 
Government Association with the goal of bringing high profile speakers to 
Washburn University with messages intended to educate and challenge students 
and also the community to think on a global level. 

Morgan 
Boyack assumed 
the duties of 
director of 
admissions 
in March. 
He came to 
Washburn from 
the University 

of Northern Colorado, Greeley, where 
he served as associate director of 
admissions and previously held positions 
in admissions departments at Neumont 
University, South Jordan, Utah, and 
University of Utah, Salt Lake City. He 
received a bachelor’s degree in mass 
communication/sociology and a master’s 
of public administration from the 
University of Utah.

Monica 
Scheibmeir, 
dean, Washburn 
School of 
Nursing, was 
selected for 
the 2010 class 
of Leadership 
Kansas, a 

program of the Kansas Chamber of 
Commerce.

Dick Vitale speaks at lecture series

New director of 
admissions 

Leadership Kansas

photo by Peggy Clark



Faculty recognition 

Five faculty members received 
special honors in April at Washburn’s 
annual employee recognition 
ceremony. 

Muriel D. Clarke 
Student Life Award:  
Tim Collins, head 
coach, soccer
 

A. Roy Myers 
Excellence in  
Research Award:  
Rob Weigand, 
professor, School  
of Business

Herrick Faculty Award 
for Outstanding 
Service:  Kanalis 
Ockree, professor, 
School of Business

Ned N. Fleming 
Excellence in Teaching 
Award:  Jennifer Ball, 
associate professor, 
School of Business

 

Ned N. Fleming 
Excellence in 
Teaching Award: 
Dave Provorse, 
associate professor, 
psychology
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Washburn’s 
Greek community 
marked significant 
accomplishments 
during the 2009-10 
academic year.

Panhellenic 
recruitment saw another year of positive 
increases, and the women are hoping 
for more improvement with retention  
in fall 2010. Sigma Phi Epsilon moved  
to a new location in 2009, and the 
chapter is enjoying their new home.  
The Greek community continues to 
achieve academically, bringing home 
two awards for academic achievement  
 

from Gamma Sigma Alpha national 
honor society. Kappa Sigma Colony 
joined the community in late fall 2009, 
and the Greek community posted the 
Washburn Greek Community Strategic 
Plan this spring. 

During this academic year, our Greek 
community completed more than 6,000 
hours of community service and donated 
more than $10,000 to their foundations. 
Many of our chapters brought home 
awards from their international/national 
organizations. For information about our 
Washburn Greek community, contact 
student activities and Greek Life at  
(782) 670-1723 or getalife@washburn.edu.

From the assistant director of student activities and Greek life

Jessica Neumann

n (L to R): May School of Business 

graduates Chris Hamm and Kevin 

Nincehelser, both of Topeka, were finalists, 

earning third place in the 2010 Spring 

Capstone® Business Simulation Challenge, 

an international business simulation 

competition that attracted 792 competitors 

from university campuses in India, Canada, 

Australia, Turkey, Switzerland, Bulgaria, 

Chile and the United States. 

n Senior mathematics major Brandy Mann 

and her mother Nancy (Wiederkehr) Mann, 

bsn ’83, both from Topeka, share “Where Do 

We Hunt for Ichabods?” during a celebration 

of the news that Brandy’s mathematics paper 

was being published in the spring 2010 issue 

of The Pentagon, the national journal for 

the Kappa Mu Epsilon mathematics honor 

society. It is rare for an undergraduate 

student to be published in a national journal, 

and Mann joined the less than one percent 

of Washburn KME members published in 

The Pentagon. 

Mann developed the paper as her 

mathematics capstone project and received 

a top four award at a regional KME 

convention. 
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2009 - 10 Sports recaps By Gene Cassell and Mike Knipper | All photos by Gene Cassell

ICHABOD BASEBALL

The Ichabods finished the season 21-23 overall and 
in a tie for sixth place in the MIAA at 18-20. They beat 
No. 2-ranked University of Central Missouri on the road 
and recorded wins over nationally ranked University of 
Nebraska-Omaha and Emporia State University.

LADY BLUES BASKETBALL

MIAA regular season and tournament champions  
Finishing the 2009-10 season ranked 

No. 10 in the country, the Lady Blues 
started the season with a 13-game winning 
streak. After a three-game hiccup in mid-
January, the team rebounded to win the 
final 10 regular season games, including 
a 63-51 win at Emporia State University 
that clinched the MIAA championship and 
tied the MIAA record with 17 conference 
wins. It was the team’s sixth MIAA title in 
the past eight seasons and the seventh title 
overall. 

At the MIAA tournament, the Lady Blues won by an average 
margin of 15 points per game to claim their second straight 
tournament title, the sixth title in the past eight years.

The Lady Blues played in their ninth straight and 14th overall 
NCAA Division II South Central Regional Tournament, defeating 
the University of Central Missouri for the fourth time in the season 
before falling to Northeastern State University in the semifinals.

Ron McHenry, ba ’85, was named MIAA Coach of the Year. 

2009-10 Team Most Valuable  
 Player
Thomas Holiday, Topeka

Capitol Federal Savings Scholar
MIAA Academic Excellence   
 Award
MIAA Scholar Athlete
Andy Petz, Lawrence, Kan.

Capitol Federal True Blue   
 Scholar
Cameron Kasel, Wichita, Kan.

Second Team All-MIAA
Brian Clark, St. Marys, Kan.
Raul Guevara, Topeka
Thomas Holiday, Topeka 

Honorable Mention All-MIAA
Dustin Holthaus, Topeka 
Andy Petz, Lawrence, Kan.
Dane Simoneau, Salina, Kan. 

MIAA Academic Honor Roll
Brett Ash, Topeka
Blake Boling, Wichita, Kan.
Brian Clark, St. Marys, Kan.
Danny Cook, Olathe, Kan.
Travis Cruz, Topeka
Alex Dinkel, Villa Hills, Ky.
Raul Guevara, Topeka
Dustin Holthaus, Topeka
Wes Joy, Burlington, Kan.
Cameron Kasel, Wichita, Kan.
Elliot Konrade, Topeka
Xavier Lewis, Westminister,   
 Colo.
Austin Majure, Lansing, Kan.
Brent Matile, Yates Center, Kan.
Drew Mikkelson, Stilwell, Kan.
Alex Mitts, Olathe, Kan.
Kalan Norton, Salina, Kan.
Andrew Petz, Lawrence, Kan.
Boone Plager, Spokane, Wash.
Kyle Porter, Holton, Kan.
Matt Raabe, Littleton, Colo.
Vicente Vieyra, Valley Center,  
 Kan.
Austin Wegener, Berryton, Kan.

2009-10 Team Most Valuable Player
Second Team All-MIAA
Hope Gregory, Cheney, Kan.

Capital Federal Savings Scholar
Stevi Schultz, Neodesha, Kan.

First Team Daktronics All-Region
First Team All-MIAA
Honorable Mention WBCA State  
 Farm All-American
Dayna Rodriguez, Havana, Cuba

Defensive MVP, All-Defensive  
 Team All-MIAA
Brette Ulsaker, McPherson, Kan. 

MIAA All-Tournament Team
Hope Gregory, Cheney, Kan.,  
 Tournament MVP
Dayna Rodriguez, Havana, Cuba
Brette Ulsaker, McPherson, Kan.

MIAA Academic Honor Roll
Raychel Boling, Topeka
Dana Elliott, Manhattan, Kan.
Amanda Fessenden, Wichita, Kan.
Hope Gregory, Cheney, Kan.
Rose Hammond, Topeka
Lauren Henry, Randolph, Kan.
Laura Kinderknecht, St. Marys, Kan.
Cassie Lombardino, Bonner Springs,  
 Kan.
Laura McMullin, LaMonte, Mo.
Sierra Moeller, Topeka
Stevi Schultz, Neodesha, Kan. 
Brett Ulsaker, McPherson, Kan.

MIAA Scholar Athlete
Hope Gregory, Cheney, Kan.
Brette Ulsaker, McPherson, Kan.

Thomas Holiday, Topeka

Brian Clark, St. Marys, Kan.

Lady Blues team members celebrate winning 
the MIAA Tournament championship.

Hope Gregory, Cheney, Kan.
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ICHABOD BASKETBALL

The Ichabods finished the season with a 16-14 overall record. 
They wrapped the season winning nine of their last 14 games. 
In the MIAA Tournament, the team came up just short in the 
championship game, becoming the third No. 8 seed to reach the 
MIAA Tournament finals. Junior De’Andre Washington, Foster City, 
Calif., finished the season with 502 points, averaging 16.7 points 
per game and 8.5 rebounds per game, both team-highs. He led the 
Ichabods in scoring in 15 games and in rebounding in 19 games.

ICHABOD FOOTBALL

The Ichabods finished the season 8-3 and in second place with a 6-3 MIAA mark. The team set numerous records during the 
season, including most points in a game when they blasted New Mexico Highlands 82-2, setting new scoring records for most points 
in a quarter (37), most points in a half (61) and most points after three quarters (75). The 4.91 yards per rush was a new school 
record as was the 3,214 passing yards, 5,208 total offensive yards, 473.5 total offensive yards per game, three punt returns  
for touchdown and seven blocked kicks.

2010 Cactus Bowl Participant
2009-10 Team Most Valuable  
 Player (Defensive)
American Football Coaches   
 Association First Team  
 All-American
CoSIDA/Daktronics First Team  
 All-Region
CoSIDA/Daktronics Regional  
 Defensive Player of the Year
CoSIDA/Daktronics Second   
 Team All-American
D2Football.com Honorable   
 Mention All-American
Ichabod Senior Student Athlete  
 of the Year
Ichabod Team Most Valuable  
 Player 
MIAA Defensive Player of the Year
MIAA Defensive Player of the  
 Week (Sept. 28 and Nov. 2)
MIAA Ken B. Jones Student   
 Athlete of the Year Nominee
MIAA Scholar Athlete
Zach Watkins, Independence, Mo.

2009-10 Team Most Valuable  
 Player (Offensive)
Ichabod Offensive Player of the  
 Year 
MIAA Offensive Player of the  
 Week ( Sept. 14)
Dane Simoneau, Salina, Kan.

Associated Press Little All-American
D2Football.com National Special  
 Teams Player of the Week  
  (Oct. 26)
Football Gazette Second Team  
 All-Region
Ichabod Special Teams Player of  
 the Year 
MIAA Special Teams Player of the  
 Week (Sept. 14 and Oct. 26)
Steve Ivanisevic, Darien, Ill. 

Capitol Federal True Blue Scholar
Cameron Kasel, Wichita, Kan.

CoSIDA/Daktronics Second   
 Team All-Region
Ichabod Defensive Most Valuable  
 Player
MIAA Defensive Player of the  
 Week (Sept. 14)
Eric Lawrence, Topeka

D2Football.com Second Team  
 All-American
First Team All-MIAA
Football Gazette First Team  
 All-Region
Pierre Desir, St. Charles, Mo.
Eric Lawrence, Topeka
Zach Watkins, Independence, Mo.

.

ESPN The Magazine/CoSIDA  
 Second Team Academic  
 All-District
Ty Lewis, Denver, Colo.
Zach Watkins, Independence, Mo.

Football Gazette Second Team  
 All-American
Pierre Desir, St. Charles, Mo.
Steve Ivanisevic, Darien, Ill.
Zach Watkins, Independence, Mo.

Football Gazette Third Team  
 All-Region
Brad Haug, Seneca, Kan.
Ty Lewis, Denver, Colo.

Ichabod Academic Achievement
Nathan Gaswick, Imperial, Neb.

Ichabod Ben Muir Six-Second  
 Competitor
Casey Curran, Leawood, Kan.

Ichabod Freshman of the Year
Pierre Desir, St. Charles, Mo.

Ichabod John McGivern   
 Outstanding Linebacker
MIAA Defensive Player of the  
 Week (Nov. 9)
Michael Krajicek, Gretna, Neb.

Ichabod Trent Hearn Outstanding  
 Offensive Back Award 
Vershon Moore, Midwest City, Okla.

Second Team All-MIAA
Ben Bianchino, Overland Park, Kan.
Casey Curran, Leawood, Kan.
Brian Folkerts, Florrissant, Mo.
Steve Ivanisevic, Darien, Ill.
Michael Krajicek, Gretna, Neb.
Drameagon Powers, Topeka
Dane Simoneau, Salina, Kan.

Honorable Mention All-MIAA
Bill Boyer, Topeka
Brad Haug, Seneca, Kan.
Austin Hills, Burlington, Kan.
Brandon Jackson, Kansas City, Mo.
Ryan Mertz, St. Charles, Mo.
Vershon Moore, Midwest City,  
 Okla.

MIAA Academic Honor Roll
Ben Bianchino, Overland Park,  
 Kan.
Jon Clark, St. Peters, Mo.
Kyler Connel, Claflin, Kan.
Steve Dieckhaus, St. Charles, Mo.
Kyle Duncan, Topeka
Zac Falldorf, Topeka
Austin Flohrschutz, Topeka
Brian Folkerts, Florissant, Mo.
Nathan Gaswick, Imperial, Neb.
Joe Geha, Leawood, Kan.
Ryan Geist, Topeka
Joe Hastings, Wichita, Kan.
Brad Haug, Seneca, Kan.
Austin Hills, Burlington, Kan.
Cameron Kasel, Wichita, Kan.
Matt Kobbeman, Berryton, Kan.
Michael Krajicek, Gretna, Neb.
Matt Langworthy, Topeka
Ty Lewis, Denver, Colo.
Andrew Lichter, Topeka
Ryan Mertz, St. Charles, Mo.
Marty Pfannenstiel, Silver Lake,  
 Kan.
Trey Rigby, Oak Grove, Mo.
Nick Schamaun, Great Bend, Kan.
Joseph Schmidt, Hesston, Kan.
Greg Schoenberg, Ballwin, Mo.
Marcus Shanahan, Elkhorn, Neb.
C.J. Slaughter, Kansas City, Kan.
Trent Snyder, Sabetha, Kan.
Graham Thurber, Lincoln, Neb.
Josh Torrez, Topeka
Zach Watkins, Independence, Mo.

Capitol Federal Savings Scholar
Logan Stutz, Kansas City, Mo. 

Honorable Mention All-MIAA
2009-10 Team Most Valuable Player
De’Andre Washington, Foster City, 
 Calif.

MIAA All-Defensive Team
Will McNeill, Alexandria, La.

MIAA Academic Honor Roll
Mitch Allen, Sabetha, Kan.
Bobby Chipman, Topeka
Steve Feighny, Topeka
Logan Stutz, Kansas City, Mo. 

Logan Stutz, Kansas City, Mo.

Zach Watkins, Independence, Mo.
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ICHABOD GOLF LADY BLUES SOCCER

The soccer team finished the season with an 11-8-1 mark and ended the season on a  
three-game winning streak. The team finished fourth in the MIAA standings and beat 
Emporia State University for the 10th straight match.

The golf team finished in the 
top 10 in 10 of 11 tournaments 
played this season and had 
five top five finishes and two 
runner-ups, including a second 
place finish at the MIAA 
Championships. 

The Ichabods had three 
individual tournament 
champions this year with Dustin 
Yeager, Chemainus, British 
Columbia, Canada, claiming the 
title at two MIAA sanctioned 
events before finishing second 
at the MIAA championships. 
He qualified for the NCAA 
Division II Regional Tournament 
and finished in a tie for 31st 
out of 108 golfers. Riley Piles, 
Topeka, won his first collegiate 
tournament at the Division II 
Championship Preview in 
Indianapolis, Ind. 

2009-10 Team Most Valuable Player
MIAA First Team
MIAA Scholar Athlete
Dustin Yeager, Chemainus, 
 British Columbia, Canada

MIAA Academic Honor Roll
Miles Christensen, Junction City,  
 Kan.
Jeffrey Jarvis, Phillipsburg, Kan.
Riley Piles, Topeka
Dustin Yeager, Chemainus,  
 British Columbia, Canada

MIAA Freshman of the Year
Nate Hoefflin, St. Cloud, Minn.

2009-10 Team Most Valuable  
 Player
Capitol Federal Savings Scholar
Ashley Klone, Casper, Wyo.

Second Team All-MIAA 
Lauren Henry, Randolph, Kan.
Dani Sicard, Topeka
Tia Stovall, Wichita, Kan.
Leah Talley, Wichita, Kan.

Honorable Mention All-MIAA
Jordan Shefte, Omaha, Neb.
Ashley Taylor, Olathe, Kan.
Angela Wiseman, Topeka

MIAA Academic Excellence Award
Stefanie Stuever, Lawrence, Kan.

MIAA Academic Honor Roll
Brianna Ament, Sioux Falls, S.D.
Whitney Drane, Topeka
Markie Gallagher, Platte City, Mo.
Lauren Henry, Randolph, Kan.
Brandy Hirsch, Topeka
Ashley Hynek, Olathe, Kan.
Ashley Klone, Casper, Wyo.
Lindsey Lambert, Papillion, Neb.
Kelsey Raiman, Topeka
Jordan Shefte, Omaha, Neb.
Tia Stovall, Wichita, Kan.
Stefanie Stuever, Lawrence, Kan.
Leah Talley, Wichita, Kan.
Ashley Taylor, Olathe, Kan.
Brittany Tracz, Olathe, Kan.
Angela Wiseman, Topeka

MIAA Scholar Athlete
Jordan Shefte, Omaha, Neb.
Leah Talley, Wichita, Kan.
Ashley Taylor, Olathe, Kan.
Angela Wiseman, Topeka

Ashley Klone, Casper, Wyo.

Tia Stovall, Wichita, Kan.
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LADY BLUES SOFTBALL

LADY BLUES TENNIS

The softball team finished the regular 
season with a 24-26 record while going 10-4  
in home games. Senior Tish Williams, Edmond, 
Okla., broke the MIAA’s all-time home run 
record early in the season and finished her 
career with 61 overall, which is the third-
best career total all-time in NCAA Division II 
history. Williams also finished her career with 
249 hits (second at WU), 187 runs scored  
(first at WU) and 167 RBI (tied for first at WU). 
Her career .400 batting average is the best in 
school history as well.

MIAA Tournament Champions

The Lady Blues tennis team finished second during the regular season, 
going 7-1. They avenged the regular season loss to Northwest Missouri State 
University by beating the Bearcats in the MIAA Tournament Championship 
match and earning the MIAA Tournament crown, their fourth overall title. 
The Lady Blues were the only MIAA team to earn an NCAA post-season 
berth, qualifying for their 14th NCAA tournament and finishing the season 
14-7.

Dave Alden was named MIAA Women’s Coach of the Year. 

2009-10 Senior Scholar Athlete
Nicole Perkuhn, Topeka

2009-10 Team Most Valuable Player
Tish Williams, Edmond, Okla.

Honorable Mention All-MIAA
Lindsey Himpel, Tonganoxie, Kan.
Jacque Horejsi, Wichita, Kan.
Kayla Long, Princeton, Texas
Tish Williams, Edmond, Okla.

MIAA Academic Honor Roll
Britny Cushing, Topeka
Taylor Heffern, Yates Center, Kan.
Lauren Himpel, Tonganoxie, Kan.
Lindsey Himpel, Tonganoxie, Kan.
Jacque Horejsi, Wichita, Kan.
Lindsey Moore, Edmond, Okla.
Kelsie Novotny, Omaha, Neb.
Nicole Perkuhn, Topeka
Ashley Podschun, Anthony, Kan.
Alex Zordel, Baldwin, Kan.

MIAA Scholar Athlete
Lindsey Himpel, Tonganoxie, Kan.

2009-10 Team Most Valuable Player
ESPN The Magazine Academic All-District  
 Women's At-Large First Team
MIAA Most Valuable Player
South Central Regional ITA/Arthur Ashe  
 Leadership and Sportsmanship Award
Trang Le Nguyen, Dak Lak, Vietnam

First Team All-MIAA
#1 singles: Trang Le Nguyen, Dak Lak,   
 Vietnam
#2 singles: Morgan Rainey, Kansas City, Mo.
#4 singles: Alyssa Castillo, San Antonio, Texas
#2 doubles: Morgan Rainey, Kansas City, Mo./ 
 Whitley Zitsch, Columbia, Mo.

 

Second Team All-MIAA
#3 singles: Whitley Zitsch, Columbia, 
 Mo. 
#1 doubles: Trang Le Nguyen, Dak Lak,  
 Vietnam /Alyssa Castillo, San Antonio,  
 Texas 

Honorable Mention All-MIAA 
#5 singles Annie Doole, Topeka
#6 singles Kristin McKee, Wichita, Kan.

MIAA Academic Honor Roll
Annie Doole, Topeka
Trang Le Nguyen, Dak Lak, Vietnam
Whitley Zitsch, Columbia, Mo.

MIAA Scholar Athlete
Annie Doole, Topeka
Trang Le Nguyen, Dak Lak, Vietnam

Tish Williams, Edmond, Okla.

Alyssa Castillo, San Antonio, Texas

Trang Le Nguyen, Dak Lak, Vietnam
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CAMPUS NEWS

ICHABOD TENNIS

LADY BLUES VOLLEYBALL

MIAA regular season champions 

The Ichabod tennis team won the MIAA regular season 
championship and finished second in the MIAA Tournament 
Championship match, falling to Northwest Missouri State 
University.      

Senior Ryan Ward, Corpus Christi, Texas, became the first 
Ichabod to win the fall ITA South Central Regional Singles 
Tournament and finished fifth at the ITA Collegiate Singles 
Championships. He recorded a 24-11 overall singles record, 
going 14-3 in tournament play and finishing his Washburn 
career with 65 singles wins, fifth on the all-time Washburn 
chart. Ward’s 75 doubles wins are third all-time at Washburn.

The volleyball team finished the season at 33-5 overall and 
ranked No. 8 in the country.

Starting on a roll, they won a school-record 15 straight 
matches, including nine straight 3-0 sweeps. Following a two-
game losing skid, they won 17 of their final 19 games to close 
out the regular season at 32-4, finishing second in the MIAA  
with a school-record 16 conference wins.

The Lady Blues advanced to the South Central Regional for 
the sixth straight year. They rallied to defeat the University of 
Nebraska-Omaha in the first round before falling in the semifinals 
to eventual national runner-up, West Texas A&M University.

2009-10 Team Most Valuable  
 Player
Third Team AVCA All-American 
Lady Blues Senior Student   
 Athlete
MIAA Ken B. Jones Student   
 Athlete of the Year Nominee
Kate Hampson, Ft. Collins, Colo. 

Honorable Mention AVCA  
 All-American 
MIAA Academic Excellence Award
Mollie Lacy, Lincoln, Neb.

First Team AVCA All-Region
First Team All-MIAA
Kate Hampson, Ft. Collins, Colo. 
Mollie Lacy, Lincoln, Neb.

Honorable Mention AVCA  
 All-Region
Second Team All-MIAA
Breanna Lewis, Topeka 

Capitol Federal True Blue Scholar
Honorable Mention All-MIAA
Molly Smith, Overland Park, Kan. 

Third Team All-MIAA
Ashley Shepard, Rossville, Kan.

MIAA Academic Honor Roll
Caitlin Conley, Topeka
Jessica Fey, Crete, Neb.
McKayla Gowen, Grand Island,  
 Neb.
Amanda Guess, Blue Springs, Mo.
Kate Hampson, Ft. Collins, Colo.
Hillary Hughes, Black Earth, Wis. 
Jennifer Kolarik, Overland Park,  
 Kan.
Jessica Kopp, Lee’s Summit, Mo.
Mollie Lacy, Lincoln, Neb.
Breanna Lewis, Topeka
Sami McHenry, Topeka
Ashley Shepard, Rossville, Kan.
Molly Smith, Overland Park, Kan.
Courtney Wallman, Filley, Neb.

MIAA Scholar Athlete
Kate Hampson, Ft. Collins, Colo.
Mollie Lacy, Lincoln, Neb.
Ashley Shepard, Rossville, Kan.
Breanna Lewis, Topeka
Molly Smith, Overland Park, Kan.

South Central Region  
 All-Tournament Team
Kate Hampson, Ft. Collins, Colo.
Molly Smith, Overland Park, Kan.

2009-10 Team Most Valuable  
 Player
Branden Joost, Tecumseh, Kan.

First Team All-MIAA
#1 singles: Branden Joost,   
 Tecumseh, Kan.
#1 doubles: Ryan Ward, Corpus  
 Christi, Texas/Simon Blondin,
 Chateau-Gontier, France 
#2 doubles: Branden Joost,   
 Tecumseh, Kan./Adam Rens,  
 Newton, Iowa

Second Team All-MIAA
#2 singles: Ryan Ward, Corpus  
 Christi, Texas
#4 singles: Yann Kasay, Angers,  
 Maine et Loire, France
#6 singles: Emmanuel Laurent,  
 LaBoule, France

Honorable Mention All-MIAA
#3 singles: Simon Blondin,   
 Chateau-Gontier, France
#5 singles: Adam Rens, Newton,  
 Iowa
#3 doubles: Yann Kasay,   
 Angers, Maine et Loire,  
 France/Emmanuel Laurent,  
 LaBoule, France

MIAA Academic Honor Roll
MIAA Scholar Athlete
Adam Rens, Newton, Iowa
Ryan Ward, Corpus Christi,   
 Texas

Branden Joost, Tecumseh, Kan.

Kate Hampson, Ft. Collins, Colo.



Alumni highlighted in blue are dues-paid members of the 
Washburn Alumni Association. To join, visit our website 
www.washburn.edu/alumni.

30s

Eldon Sloan, jd ’33, Topeka, received the Warren W. 
Shaw Distinguished Service Award from the Topeka Bar 
Association.

40s

BiRThdAY 

Philip Patterson, attendee ’40, Long Beach, Calif., 
celebrated his 90th birthday in June.

50s

Jayne (Bronson) Cafer, ba ’58, Topeka, is serving on the 
Topeka Symphony Society board.

Paul “Mac” McAlister, ba ’50 and jd ’52, Topeka, was 
named 2009 Shriner of the Year by the Topeka Arab 
Temple. 

BiRThdAY 

Lee Dodson, ba ’51, Topeka, celebrated his 86th birthday 
in April.  

AnniVeRSARieS 

Edna (Metzenthin) Greene, ba ’51, and Charles Greene, 
bba ’51, Topeka, celebrated their 60th wedding 
anniversary in April.

William Johnson, attendee ’56, and Martha Johnson, 
Albuquerque, N.M., celebrated their 54th wedding 
anniversary in April.

60s

Larry Krische, bba ’66, Topeka, joined Penwell-Gabel 
Funeral Homes as an apprentice working toward 
becoming a licensed funeral director. 

Ward Loyd, jd ’68, Garden City, Kan., was appointed 
to the Kansas Corporation Commission by Gov. Mark 
Parkinson. 

Judy (Stuenkel) Soule, ba ’62, and m ed ’84, Topeka, is 
serving on the Topeka Symphony Society board.

AnniVeRSARieS 

Melody (Weyer) Forbes, ba ’68, and Thomas Forbes, 
ba ’69, Topeka, celebrated their 40th wedding 
anniversary in December.

George Sloop, ba ’66, and Nancy Sloop, Topeka, 
celebrated their 40th wedding anniversary in March.  
 

70s

Ed Albert, b ed ’78 and m ed ’86, Topeka, retired as 
principal of North Fairview Elementary School after  
20 years of service with Seaman USD 345.
 
John Bates, b music ’73, Topeka, retired from Bishop 
Elementary School.

Greg Bauer, ba ’76 and jd ’79, Great Bend, Kan., was 
elected to the First Kansas Bank board of directors. 

Sharon (Kratina) Brehm, b ed ’78, Topeka, retired from 
teaching at Seaman USD 345 after 32 years of service. 

Vicki (Kelly) Brittain, jd ’77, San Marcos, Texas, was 
named Public Administration Educator of the Year by 
the Centex Chapter of the American Society for Public 
Administration. She is professor and chairwoman of the 
department of political science at Texas State University-
San Marcos.

Linda (Crawshaw) Crawford, ba ’74, Topeka, retired from 
teaching at Seaman USD 345.

H. Philip Elwood, jd ’71, Topeka, is chairman of the 
Kansas Children’s Service League Foundation.

Brenda (Warren) Escalante, b ed ’73 and m ed ’92, Topeka, 
retired from teaching at Shawnee Heights Middle School 
after 26 years of service to Shawnee Heights USD 450.

Marc Galbraith, ba ’71, Topeka, was honored by 
the Kansas Library Association for service to library 
personnel. He is deputy director at the State Library  
of Kansas, where he has served more than 30 years. 

Timothy Givan, jd ’85, Hutchinson, Kan., received the 
certified corporate trust specialist designation from the 
American Bankers Association Institute of Certified 
Bankers. Givan is a trust officer at First National Bank 
of Hutchinson.

Karen (Beavers) Griffiths, ba ’75 and jd ’78, Norton, Kan., 
is chairwoman of the Kansas Children’s Service League 
board of directors.

Pamela Johnson-Betts, bs ’72, Topeka, received a 
classified support Distinguished Staff Award from 
Topeka USD 501. Washburn honored her in 2008 as  
an Alumni Fellow.

Janice Kirby, b ed ’77, Topeka, retired from Shawnee 
Heights Elementary School after 26 years teaching sixth 
grade and 31 years of service.

IN THE COMMUNITY
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CLASS NOTES

The Topeka and Shawnee County Public Library

Two Washburn alumni are serving on the TSCPL 
board of trustees.
 • Jim Rankin, ba ’73 and jd ’76, Topeka
 • Elizabeth (Jenkins) Ross, b ed ’73, Topeka

Five Washburn alumni are serving on the TSCPL 
Foundation board of trustees.

 • Steve Page, ba ’72 and jd ’77, Topeka, 
  vice chairman/chairman-elect
 • Carolyn (Anderson) Adams, jd ’81, Topeka,   
  treasurer
 • J. Patrick Brazil, jd ’62, Topeka 
 • Glenda (Kearney) DuBoise, ba ’77, Topeka 
 • Larry Peters, bfa ’62, Topeka

Six Washburn alumni are serving on the TSCPL 
Friends of the Library board.

 • Adrian Allen, ba ’51 and jd ’54, Topeka
 • Laura Autrey, b ed ’61, Topeka
 • Susan (Reece) Hess, ba ’89, Topeka
 • Doris Kinnett, ba ’88, Topeka
 • Judy (Stuenkel) Soule, ba ’62, and m ed ’84,   
  Topeka
 • Emmy Lou (Milner) Thorp, b ed ’74, Topeka

Three Washburn alumni are serving on the  
MANA de Topeka board of directors.

 • Rio Cervantes-Reed, ba ’04, Topeka
 • Maria Torrez-Anderson, ba ’76, Topeka
 • Angela Valdivia, bs ’06, Topeka
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Debbie (Merrifield) Landis, b ed ’74, Grantville, Kan., 
retired from Bishop Elementary School.

Cathy (Wollen) Maxwell, ba ’75, Powhatan, Va., is the 
author of “The Marriage Ring,” published by Avon 
Books in February.

Sally (McArthur) Mayo, b ed ’70, Topeka, retired from 
Sheldon Head Start after 40 years of teaching.

Cathy (Crites) McCoy, b ed ’70, Auburn, Kan., was 
elected to the Topeka Community Foundation board  
of directors.

Connie (Hill) Poort, b ed ’79 and m ed ’89, Topeka, 
retired from teaching second grade at Tecumseh North 
Elementary School after 31 years of service to Shawnee 
Heights USD 450.

Theresa (Wolken) Slover, b ed ’78 and m ed ’87, Topeka, 
retired from Seaman USD 345 after 32 years of service.

Cheryl (Proper) Sterling, b ed ’78, Tecumseh, Kan., 
retired from Shawnee Heights Elementary School after 
18 years as a counselor and 32 years of service to the 
Shawnee Heights USD 450.

Kay (Melton) Thomas, ba ’73, Topeka, retired from 
Jardine Middle School, where she taught family and 
consumer science.

Jeanne (Marker) Vawter, ba ’70 and m ed ’93, Topeka, 
received an administrator Distinguished Staff Award 
from Topeka USD 501 and retired as principal of 
Jardine Middle School.

Donna Voth, jd ’77, Topeka, was appointed to the 
Mennonite Mutual Aid board of directors.

Jack Ward, bba ’74, Topeka, retired from M-C Industries 
Inc. as executive vice president and chief financial 
officer after 41 years of service.

Jenay (Atkinson) Weekly, ba ’72, Topeka, received a 
middle school educator Distinguished Staff Award from 
Topeka USD 501.

Bonnie (Hamm) Winter, b ed ’79, Silver Lake, Kan., 
retired from Silver Lake Elementary School after 
34 years of teaching. 
 

80s

James Berry, bba ’86, Wichita, Kan., was named chief 
operating officer of McBride Clinic.

Martha Bartlett Piland, ba ’86, Auburn, Kan., was named 
2010 Woman of Distinction by the Career Chapter of the 
American Business Women’s Association. Bartlett Piland 
is president and chief executive officer of MB Piland Fat 
Free Advertising, which received six gold and six silver 
ADDY awards from the Topeka Advertising Federation.

David Black, jd ’87, Ulysses, Kan., was appointed as 
Grant County (Kan.) attorney. He also serves as Stanton 
County (Kan.) attorney and has a private law practice 
in Ulysses. 

Kyle Bryson, jd ’88, Tucson, Ariz., was appointed to 
the Pima County (Ariz.) Superior Court bench by  
Gov. Jan Brewer.

Barbara (Prusik) Cailteux-Zevallos, bsn ’89, Chesapeake, 
Va., retired from the Navy Nurse Corps and is working 
as a civilian division officer with resuscitative medicine 
training programs at the Naval Medical Center in 
Portsmouth, Va.

Carol Foreman, jd ’80, Topeka, was appointed by 
Kansas Secretary of Labor Jim Garner to the Workers 
Compensation Board and was named the 2010 Chief 
Justice Kay McFarland Attorney of Achievement by the 
Women Attorneys Association of Topeka.

C. Bickley Foster, jd ’84, Wichita, Kan., was inducted 
into the American Institute of Certified Planners College 
of Fellows. Foster has worked with more than 100 cities 
and counties as a city planner.

Jim Frownfelter, m ed ’81, Topeka, retired as an 
elementary physical education teacher after 38 years of 
service with Topeka USD 501. 

Dennis George, bba ’83, Ottawa, Kan., received the 
Grassroots Champion Award from the American 
Hospital Association in partnership with the Kansas 
Hospital Association.

Susan (Buxton) Hansen, b ed ’89, Topeka, retired from 
Jardine Middle School, where she taught sixth grade.

CLASS NOTES

Dues-paid Alumni Association members are highlighted in blue.

photo by Karen Robinson

(L to R): Dave Howell, Arlington, Va.; Blair Honeyman, 
Overland Park, Kan.; Mal Robinson, bba ’71, Topeka; 
Don Anderson, bba ’70, Berryton, Kan.; and Don 
“Tommy” Sligar, ba ’70, Oregon City, Ore., in front of 
Liberty Hall in Lawrence, Kan., after being inducted 
into the Kansas Music Hall of Fame March 6. The five 
are former members of The Morning Dew, a Topeka 
band that performed in the Midwest 1966-71.      

The induction was a reunion for the men, who had 
not performed together in 40 years.
 
“We were surprised at how well we did since it had 
been so long,” Don “Tommy” Sligar said. “I hadn’t 
played for more than 20 years, so had to relearn 
drumming. My children were impressed. They had 
never heard or seen me play.” 

“The reunion was exciting and made me want to get 
back into it,” Blair Honeyman said. “It was a fabulous 
time in my life. A kid couldn’t have a better experience.”

Mal Robinson was the lead vocalist and played lead 
guitar for The Morning Dew. He also wrote several of 
the songs recorded by the band and currently leads 
The Bop Daddies, a Topeka band that plays 60s and 
70s classic rock.

Robinson and Sligar grew up together in Topeka’s 
Oakland neighborhood and formed a number of bands 
during their high school years. In 1966, they formed 

The Toads with Don Shuford, Topeka. In June of that 
year, the three formed The Morning Dew and invited 
Don Anderson, Sligar’s roommate and Phi Delta Theta 
fraternity brother, to join them. In 1969, Honeyman 
replaced Shuford, who was drafted. Dave Howell, 
Ferdy Baumgart, now deceased, and Bill Stahlin also 
joined the band.

The Morning Dew performed in Kansas, Missouri, 
Oklahoma, Arkansas and Nebraska and was known for 
its energetic stage show, strobe lights, smoke and 
visual effects. They released two 45 RPMs (“No More”/
“Look At Me Now” and “Be a Friend”/ “Go Away”). 
“No More” rose to No. 9 on the regional radio stations.

The band also produced a vinyl album, “At Last,” 
recorded in New York City and released in 1970 by 
Roulette Records. That album includes “Save Me,” a 
song co-authored by Robinson and Kerry Livgren, of 
the band Kansas. It is Livgren’s first officially published 
and recorded song. To view videos of the reunion 
performance at Liberty Hall and learn more about 
The Morning Dew, visit the band’s website, 
www.TheMorningDew.com.
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Julie (Widau) Hejtmanek, aa ’85, Topeka, was recognized 
as a Top Ten Nominee by Topeka’s Mid-Day Chapter of 
the American Business Women’s Association.

Susie Hoffmann, bba ’87, Topeka, received the Sister 
in the Spotlight Award from the Topeka Alumnae 
Panhellenic Council.

Jaye Mueller, bs ’80, Topeka, opened a private clinical 
social work practice in Topeka.  

Beryl New, ba ’88 and m ed ’02, Lawrence, Kan., was 
named principal of Highland Park High School in 
Topeka.

Nancy (Buchele) Parrish, jd ’85, Tecumseh, Kan., received 
the Honorable E. Newton Vickers Professionalism 
Award from the Topeka Bar Association.

James Peterson, bs '86, Fort Meade, Md., is serving as a 
colonel in the Army and is deployed to the Middle East 
as director of U.S. Central Command's Joint Security 
Office (Forward).

Kevin Regan, jd ’81, Kansas City, Mo., was inducted into 
the American College of Trial Lawyers.

Debra Rodenbaugh, as ’89, Manhattan, Kan., was selected 
for the 2010 class of Leadership Kansas, a program of 
the Kansas Chamber of Commerce.

Ron Thornburgh, bs ’85, Topeka, joined NIC Inc. as
senior vice president of sales and marketing. Thornburgh
resigned as Kansas Secretary of State in February, a 
position he held since 1994. He was honored as a 
Washburn Alumni Fellow in 1996 and received a 
Distinguished Service Award from Washburn in 2002. 

Shari Wilson, ba ’88, Kansas City, Kan., received the 
2009 Conservation Educator of the Year Award from  
the Kansas Wildlife Federation.

Deryl Wynn, jd ’86, Kansas City, Kan., was appointed to 
the University of Kansas Hospital Authority by  
Gov. Mark Parkinson. 

BiRThdAY 

Evelyn Anderson, b ed ’82, Topeka, celebrated her 80th 
birthday in April.

90s

Kandis (Greene) Barker, ba ’96, bfa ’96 and mls ’05, 
Topeka, was promoted to curator of education at the 
Mulvane Art Museum.

Jason Barta, bas ’98, Bartlesville, Okla., was named 
chief professional officer of the Boys & Girls Club  
of Bartlesville. 

Sean Bird, ba ’91, Rossville, Kan., is an instructional 
librarian at Washburn University.  

Robbie Bridges, bs ’93, Topeka, was named director 
of residential services for Florence Crittenton Services. 

Joshua Clark, bba ’98, Topeka, was promoted to assistant 
vice president at Federal Home Loan Bank Topeka.

James Clarke, ba ’97, Kansas City, Mo., joined Fiduciary 
Research & Consulting LLC as a senior portfolio 
manager.

Amy (Kenney) Coon, aas ’97, Tecumseh, Kan., marked 
her 10th anniversary at Kansas Department of 
Transportation, where she is an applications developer.

Dan Crow, ba ’90 and jd ’93, Topeka, was elected to 
the Topeka Community Foundation board of directors. 

Carol (Gaebler) Dowdy, m ed ’91, Topeka, retired from 
Bishop Elementary School.

Mark Dutton, bs ’94, Topeka, was honored as 2009 
group sales support person of the year by Blue Cross 
and Blue Shield of Kansas.
 
Shelley (Barr) Gower, aa ’97, Topeka, received a 
President’s Club Award, Bronze status, from Jazzercise. 
Gower owns a Jazzercise franchise in Topeka.

 
PROFILE:  April Bloxsom-Gomez

April Bloxsom-Gomez, b ed ’99, Topeka, celebrates after 
finishing the Country Music Half Marathon (13.1 miles) 
in Nashville, Tenn. The white “We Miss You Dude” 
on her shirt honors her late brother, Gregory Gomez, 
whose passion for running comforts and motivates her –
even during 4 a.m. training runs.

Gregory first gave April what she calls his “gift of 
running” in 2007 when he challenged her to run rather 
than walk in Topeka’s 5K (3.1 miles) Race Against 
Breast Cancer. He promised that his plan would prepare 
her for the run.

“I had my doubts,” she said. “At 30, I was overweight 
and had not a clue how to run.” 

Gregory’s plan started with daily 30-minute workouts. 
She ran two minutes, then walked two minutes, then 
lengthened the run/walk intervals. Without ever actually 
running a 5K distance, she entered the race, finishing in 
41 minutes, 36 seconds.

“He was proud of me, and I was slightly impressed I 
had finished,” she said. Soon Gregory got April to set 
another goal: running nonstop for five miles. She was 
teaching third grade at Williams Magnet School, so 
she ran mostly in the dark of early morning. Gregory 
coached her via text messages from Mississippi, where 
he was going to college.

“I updated him with texts about my times and daily 
mileages. He told me how great I was doing and kept 
me going with tips and food help,” she said. “We 
shared this crazy running thing.” 

In May of 2008, Gregory graduated from college and 
headed to Peru for a mission trip. He called his parents 
on July 4, and all the family members present passed 
the telephone around. 

“I told him I had finally reached our goal. I could run 
five miles without stopping, and it actually felt good.  
He made me promise to run a half marathon in 
Nashville with him,” she said. The next day, Gregory, 
22, died in a car accident. 

“Our family was thrown into a horrible nightmare,” 
April said. “Through the days and months of grief and 
numbness, I ran. It was a way to be close to Gregory 
and something he loved.”

During a Christmas gathering at her parents’ home 
in Glen Carbon, Ill., April and her family reminisced 
about that last telephone conversation they shared with 
Gregory, and April remembered her promise to run 
a half marathon in Nashville. Other family members 
promised to be there too, including April’s sister, Jenifer 
Lewis, ba ’00, and her husband, Jason Lewis, ba ’01, 
Portland, Tenn.

“Training for it was brutal. Kansas weather is tough,” 
she said. “I missed my brother and kept pushing my 
mileage up.” 

On April 25, 2009, she slipped on a red T-shirt with 
Gregory’s name written on the back. Three hours and 
20 minutes later, she fulfilled her promise. This year, 
she ran the half marathon again, in three hours, nine 
minutes.

“I shaved off 10 minutes, which is a big accomplishment
for a runner,” she said. 

Note:  April’s father, Gregory Gomez, Jr., served 1993-98 as 
Washburn’s director of admissions.
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Dues-paid Alumni Association members are highlighted in blue.

Mike Halleran, jd ’95, Emporia, Kan., is of counsel 
with the law firm of Gay, Riordan, Fincher, Munson 
and Sinclair PA. 

Jane Hanni, ba ’96 and bfa ’96, Topeka, was promoted 
to assistant curator of education at the Mulvane Art 
Museum. 

Kelli (Hammerschmidt) Hansen, bba ’96, Plainville, 
Kan., was elected mayor of Plainville.

Lisa Hase, aa ’94 and ba ’05, Anyang, South Korea, is 
an English as a Second Language college preparation 
instructor at Chung Dahm Institute.

Bryan McMahon, ba ’99, Roeland Park, Kan., is the 
prosecutor for Ray County (Mo). 

Julie Olson, aa ’94, Topeka, was promoted to director 
of donor relations at the Washburn University 
Foundation. 
 
Elaine (Spicer) Pardee, ba ’90, Topeka, received the 
Siemens Foundation Award for Advanced Placement, 
which recognizes exemplary teaching in advanced 
placement courses. Pardee teaches science at  
Washburn Rural High School.

Kirsten (Pease) Prekopy, ba ’93, Topeka, joined the 
staff at CARE Counseling.

Libby (Averill) Rosen, bsn ’94, Topeka, received a 
doctoral degree in nursing from the University of 
Kansas in 2009, was a Graduate Research Summit 
participant and received the 2010 Taunton Medal at 
the University of Kansas Medical Center’s Student 
Research Forum. Rosen also received the Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Clementine Prim Martin Community 
Service Award from Living the Dream Inc. She is  
an associate professor at Baker University School  
of Nursing.  

Barbara Shapiro, b ed ’98, Topeka, is a member of 
the Topeka Symphony Orchestra board of directors. 

Carmen (Paxton) Waters, bba ’92, Topeka, joined the 
Federal Home Loan Bank Topeka as a financial  
reporting and analysis accountant.

Gant Welborn, bba ’93, Tecumseh, Kan., was 
promoted to assistant vice president at Federal Home 
Loan Bank Topeka.

Brandi Wells, bba ’98, Topeka, joined the Federal 
Home Loan Bank Topeka as the bank’s information 
technology program manager.

Brad Womack, ba ’96, Silver Lake, Kan., was promoted 
to principal of Silver Lake Junior-Senior High School, 
where he is also athletic director. 

WeddingS 

Ernest Cushinberry, bs ’97, and Jennifer Jones, 
Lawrenceville, Ga., on June 12, 2009. He is employed 
by Dekalb County (Ga).

Kerry Dickerson, b ed ’93, and Margaret Apt, Topeka, 
on Oct. 17. He is associate director of athletics-
development at Washburn University Foundation.

Angela Fritz Reyes, ba ’92 and jd ’98, and Frederick 
Lindquist, Eldridge, Iowa, on Feb. 14. She is an 
attorney with a solo practice.

00s

Jennifer Baldwin, bba ’06, Baldwin City, Kan., is the 
office manager for Chris Leiszler, DDS.

David Bauer, bs ’04, Topeka, was promoted to 
assistant vice president at Federal Home Loan Bank 
Topeka.

Billie Jean Bergmann, bba ’09, Topeka, was promoted 
to analyst at Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railway. 

Amy Coppola, jd ’07, Leavenworth, Kan., has joined 
the law firm of Crow and Associates. 

Joshua Davis, bfa ’07, Topeka, joined the staff of the 
Mulvane Art Museum as ArtLab supervisor.

Stephen “Lance” Eisenbarth, bs ’04, Topeka, is 
practicing optometry.

Maryam Fakhradeen, bs ’06, Topeka, was elected 
president of Washburn Student Bar Association at 
Washburn School of Law, where she is pursuing a  
juris doctor degree.

Sarah Farlee, ba ’08, Dodge City, Kan., is assistant 
marketing director for High Plains/Midwest Ag 
Journal.
 
Lisa (Allen) Harden, ba ’09, Lawrence, Kan., is a family 
support worker with TFI Family Services.

Anthony Hill, bas ’09, Larned, Kan., is a chemical 
dependency counselor at Larned Juvenile Correctional 
Facility, pastor of Christian Methodist Episcopal Escue 
Chapel and president of the Black Heritage Club of 
Barton and Pawnee Counties.

Eric Hunsicker, bba ’07, Berryton, Kan., was honored 
as a 2009 top producer by Kansas City Life Insurance 
Co. and qualified for the company’s 2010 Top Hatters 
Conference in France.

PROFILE:  Phil Norris

Phil Norris, ba ’09, is currently 
traveling west across Mongolia on 
horseback. If all went as planned, 
he enjoyed a Fourth of July 
party at the American embassy 
in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, before 
beginning his journey.

“By mid July, I’ll be somewhere in the Mongolian 
wilderness, living and riding like people did about 1,000 
years ago in Genghis Khan’s day,” Norris said. “The 
Mongolian countryside won’t last forever, so I want to 
fully embrace the wild nature of it before it changes.”

Norris began planning his dream excursion in 2007 
while majoring in anthropology at Washburn. He 
applied for a grant from National Geographic to fund 
the trip, but the proposal was rejected, so he decided to 
finance the adventure from a summer 2009 job in Alaska 
as a remote tourist camp guide.

In October 2009, Norris flew from New York to Ireland, 
visited friends and then continued east to visit friends 
in Belgium. In November, he flew to India, where he 
saw the Taj Mahal, traveled by train across India, then 
headed for the Himalayas. He trekked in Tibet and 
Nepal, reached Mt. Everest base camp and climbed 
to the top of Kala Patar. From the mountain peak, he 
filmed a shout-out to Washburn (posted on YouTube) 
that includes the highest “Thriller” dance and ends with 
“Love you, mom.” 

Norris arrived in Mongolia via train on New Year’s Eve.  
His mustache froze almost instantly, and he celebrated 
2010 as the thermostat reached -35 degrees Fahrenheit.

“We decided to throw up boiling water into the air 
to watch it flash freeze, something I’d only seen on 
YouTube and heard about from friends. It was indeed  
a sight to see,” he wrote in a blog.

While the summer job in Alaska funded his expedition 
to Mongolia, Norris is paying for the actual horse ride 
with money earned teaching English in Mongolia for six 
months.

Norris said he wasn’t sure how he will pay for the trip 
back to Kansas if his Mongolian adventure depletes all 
his savings. If he has enough money for a plane ticket 
to Hawaii or California, he may work there for awhile. 
Or maybe he will get a job as crew on a sailboat.

“It’s crazy, yes, but that’s what real adventure is, after 
all,” Norris said.

He says his mother, Jan Norris, b ed ’90, Topeka, used 
to worry about him, but now she is his biggest fan.

“I put him in God’s hands, and that’s exactly where  
he is,” she said.
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Gary Jackson, ba ’04, Anyang, South Korea, won the 
2009 Cave Canem Poetry Prize for “Missing you, 
Metropolis.” Jackson is an English as a Second Language 
college preparation instructor at Chung Dahm Institute.

Jamie Jones, jd ’08, Pittsburg, Kan., is director of equal 
opportunity and affirmative action at Pittsburg State 
University.

Garrett Larson, bfa ’09, Rossville, Kan., received the 
Charles and Margaret Pollak Art Award from the 
Washburn art department for “Risky Exhibition,” which 
will be included in the permanent collection 
of the Mulvane Art Museum.

Kevin Lawson, bba ’09, Overland Park, Kan., is an 
assistant account executive with Zillner. 

Sheila Lewis, b ed ’00, Topeka, was named to the 
2010 class of Kansas Master Teachers by Emporia State 
University. Lewis teaches at Tecumseh (Kan.) North 
Elementary School. 

Angie Marquart, ba ’09 and bba ’09, Topeka, is an 
administrative assistant with Jones Huyett Partners.

Ashley McMillan, ba ’05, Topeka, is executive director of 
the Republican Party of Kansas.

Kyle Montgomery, bs ’07, Highland, Kan., is head 
athletic trainer at Highland Community College and 
published an article on his research on MRSA infections 
in the Journal of Environmental Health.

Christina (Hull) Morris, bba ’05 and jd ’08, Topeka, is 
program director for the Kansas Board of Pharmacy 
Prescription Drug Monitoring Program.

Ashley Peden, bs ’09, Topeka, graduated from Army 
Reserve basic combat training at Fort Jackson, 
Columbia, S.C. 

Scott Schwarz, m ed ’08, Topeka, received a high school 
educator Distinguished Staff Award from Topeka USD 
501.

Randall Scott, mba ’05, Topeka, was promoted to 
vice president of operations at Washburn University 
Foundation.

Angela (Armstead) Waters, bpa ’04, Atlanta, Ga., is 
founder and director of Angela Waters Ministries and a 
minister at New Oakland City United Methodist Church.

Zachary Wilson, bs ’04, Topeka, was promoted to officer 
at Federal Home Loan Bank Topeka. 

AnniVeRSARY 

Navella (Knight) Richey, bas ’03, and Ronald Richey, 
Topeka, celebrated their 40th wedding anniversary  
in March. 

WeddingS 

Timothy Mathias, as ’09, and Julie Franz, Wichita, Kan., 
on Jan. 2. He is a coordinator with Key Rehab in 
Wichita.

Jacob Mauslein, ba ’07, and Stephanie Sloan, Manhattan, 
Kan., on April 3. He is a graduate research assistant 
pursuing a doctorate degree in history at Kansas State 
University.

Natalie McDonald, bsn ’08, and Ryan Michels, Shawnee, 
Kan., on Oct. 17. She is a registered nurse at Children’s 
Mercy Hospital in Kansas City, Mo.

Jenny Thoms, jd ’09, and Jon Michaels, aa ’02 and bs ’03, 
Topeka, on Dec 31. She is an associate at the law firm 
of Parkey & Hay LLC, and he is an account executive 
with For Rent Media Solutions in Kansas City, Kan.

Rebecca Wormington, bba ’05, and Toby Stowe, Lee’s 
Summit, Mo., on Sept. 26. She is a senior account 
executive with Callahan Creek. 

BiRTh 

Amy (Berry) Garton, ba ’03, and Ryan Garton, bba ’03, 
Olathe, Kan., a girl, Audrey Rayn, on Dec. 22.

in MeMORY

30s

William Eddy, ba ’36, 96, Dover, Kan., on May 4. He 
was a farmer, educator and school administrator, serving 
as principal in the Kansas cities of Dover, Willard and 
Emmett, and was a lifetime member of the Washburn 
Alumni Association. As a student, he was on the 
swimming and track teams.

Helen (Shideler) Gerald, ba ’39, 91, Amarillo, Texas, on
April 30. She served 63 years with the Amarillo 
Symphony as first violinist, concertmaster, violist, 
librarian and member of the board of directors and was 
a founder and instructor in the Amarillo College Suzuki 
String Program. At Washburn, she was a member of 
Nonoso, Sigma Alpha Iota professional music fraternity 
and Alpha Phi sorority.

40s

Hugh Buff, bs ’47, 86, San Diego, Calif., on March 9. 
A Navy veteran of World War II, he served as chief of 
medicine and chief of staff at Mercy Hospital, served on 
the board of San Diego Hospice and was a founding 
member of Sharp Memorial Hospital. At Washburn, he 
was a member of Phi Delta Theta fraternity.

Douglas Burbach, bba ’49, 85, Topeka, on March 4. A 
Navy veteran of World War II, he retired as controller at 
Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Kansas after 38 years of 
service. As a student, he was a member of Tau Kappa 
Epsilon fraternity.

Jack Dycus, ba ’47, 87, Indianapolis, Ind., on April 7. An 
Air Force veteran of World War II and the Korean War, 
he had a career as a pilot with Eastern Airlines, retiring 
as a captain. At Washburn, he was a member of Phi 
Delta Theta fraternity.

Elizabeth “Betty” Heaton, ba ’44, 87, Chesterfield, Mich., 
on March 28. She taught orchestra in the Ferndale 
(Mich.) School District, was a regent of the Daughters 
of the American Revolution and played violin with 
the Plymouth Symphony Orchestra. A Washburn 
benefactor, she was a member of the Washburn Alumni 
Association, the Lincoln Society and the Whiting Society. 
As a student, she was a member of Nonoso and Sigma 
Alpha Iota professional music fraternity.

Wilbert Hiss, bba ’48 and jd ’50, 85, Oklahoma City, 
Okla., on Feb. 7. An Army Air Corps veteran of World 
War II, he opened Universal Claims Service in Norman, 
Okla., and retired as an independent landman. At 
Washburn, he was a member of Phi Alpha Delta 
fraternity.
 
Daniel Tontz, jd ’41, 92, Wichita, Kan., on Feb. 7. A 
Navy veteran of World War II, he was claims attorney 
for United States Fidelity & Guaranty Insurance Co. 
and a member of Washburn School of Law Alumni 
Association. As a student at Washburn, he was a 
member of Phi Alpha Delta legal fraternity.

Robert Wormington, ba ’48, 83, Overland Park, Kan., on 
March 6. An Air Force veteran of World War II and the 
Korean War, he served 23 years as general manager of 
KBMA TV and was on the national boards of Catholic 
Charities and the National Conference of Christians and 
Jews. At Washburn, he was co-editor of the Kaw, a 
cheerleader and a member of Alpha Delta fraternity. 

50s

Dorothy (Fitzgerald) Brown, b ed ’51, 83, Vallejo, Calif., 
on April 27. A lifelong teacher, she was a founding 
member of the Solano County Chapter of Links Inc. 
and the Rescue Mission Church of God in Christ, 
was a Golden Heritage life member of the National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored People and 
a member of Delta Kappa Gamma Society International. 
At Washburn, she served as treasurer of Alpha Kappa 
Alpha sorority.

Betty Burnett, ba ’54, 77, Melvern, Kan., on Jan. 31. She 
worked in Denver, Colo., for Northwest Exploration 
Co. and was a member of the Mineral Law Institute, 
Washburn Alumni Association and Washburn’s Whiting 
Society. As a student, she was a member of Dolphin 
Club, Association of Business Students and Alpha Phi 
sorority. Memorials may be made to the Washburn 
University Foundation.

Rodney Busey, jd ’55, 79, Wichita, Kan., on May 2. An 
Army and Navy veteran who served in Korea, he was a 
retired attorney and member of the First Baptist Church 
and the Wichita Civitan Club. At Washburn, he was a 
member of Delta Theta Phi legal fraternity.



Vernon Carpenter, bba ’50, 85, Prairie Village, Kan., on 
Jan. 10. He was a Navy veteran of World War II and 
worked 32 years for Sinclair Oil. At Washburn, he was 
a member of Association of Business Students, Young 
Republicans and Phi Delta Theta fraternity.

Catherine (Schulteis) Crawford, b ed ’57, 74, Red Cloud, 
Neb., on Dec. 16. She was a substitute teacher in Red 
Cloud schools and served on the Red Cloud School 
Board of Education and the Auld Public Library board. 
At Washburn, she was named to Who’s Who Among 
Students in American Universities and Colleges, was vice 
president of Future Teachers of America and a member 
of Delta Gamma sorority.
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IN MEMORY

Bob Abbott, jd ’60, 77, Wichita, Kan., on March 
23. An Air Force veteran, he had a private law 
practice 1960-77 in Junction City, Kan., and served 
as city attorney for several Kansas cities, including 
Milford and Grandview Plaza. In 1977, the late 
Gov. Robert Bennett appointed him to the Kansas 
Court of Appeals, where he served as chief judge 
1985-90. In 1990, Gov. Mike Hayden appointed 
Abbott to the Kansas Supreme Court, from which 
he retired in 2003. While on the court, Abbott 
wrote more than 2,000 opinions, was a member 
of the Kansas Bar Foundation board of directors 
and served the Kansas Bar Association as senior 
editor of the Appellate Practice Manual, chairman 
of the continuing legal education committee and a 
member of the committee that authors the pattern 
jury instructions. 

He taught professional responsibility 1978-88 as 
an adjunct in the Washburn School of Law, was 
a former member of the Washburn Law board of 
governors, serving as president 1984-85, and served 
1983-86 as a Washburn University Foundation 
trustee, receiving emeritus status in 2000. 
Washburn School of Law honored him in 1988 
with a Distinguished Service Award. As a student 
at Washburn, he was a member of the Law Review 
Board and Delta Theta Phi legal fraternity.

Anne (Perry) Davis, ba ’50, 82, Tucson, Ariz., on 
March 10. She was a member of the Junior League.  
At Washburn, she was a member of Kappa Alpha  
Theta sorority.

Jim Fike, ba ’52, 82, Golden, Colo., on Feb. 1. He taught 
high school science and math, coached football and 
basketball and served the Colorado State Department 
of Education as an assistant superintendent in Boulder, 
Colo., retiring as superintendent of the school district  
in New Raymer, Colo. 

Donald Gayden, jd ’59, 77, Kensington, Calif., on Nov. 26.
At Washburn, he was a member of the Sports Car Club.

Clifford Hope, jd ’50, 86, Garden City, Kan., on Feb. 11. 
A World War II veteran, he practiced law for more than 
40 years and served 1957-63 as a Kansas state senator, 
1983-87 as a Finney County Commissioner and 1970-
80 on the U.S. State Department Advisory Committee 
on Voluntary Foreign Aid. An avid historian, he was 
president of Finney County Historical Society and 
chairman and president of the Kansas State Historical 
Society.

Gerald “Jerry” Hougland, ba ’58 and jd ’59, 77, Olathe, 
Kan., on Feb. 8. An Army Korean War veteran, he 
served 1977-95 as a District Court judge, primarily in the 
criminal court of Johnson County, Kan., and served two 
terms as a Kansas state representative. At Washburn, he 
was a member of Delta Theta Phi legal fraternity.

Thomas Jones, bba ’58, 77, Desert Hot Springs, Calif., 
on Feb. 12. He was an Air Force veteran, retiring at 
the rank of major and was a sales representative for 
National Sanitary Supply Co. At Washburn, he was a 
member of Young Democrats and the ROTC rifle team.

Robert Kahle, ba ’58, 84, Baldwin City, Kan., on Feb. 28. 
He was a Navy veteran of World War II and retired 
from Baker University, where he taught German, 
English, senior seminar and introduction to computing 
courses, served as acting dean in the College of Liberal 
Arts and Sciences and was director of the School of 
Professional and Graduate Studies.

Marilyn (Leeper) Lindsay, ba ’57, 75, Maple Hill, Kan., 
on Feb. 16. She was a social worker at Topeka State 
Hospital for 41 years and a member of the Washburn 
Alumni Association. As a student, she was a member of 
the Home Economics Club.

Jean (McCoy) Ramey Scully, b ed ’58, 94, Topeka, on 
May 5. She had a 38-year career teaching first and 
second grades in Topeka and the Kansas cities of 
Louisville, Rossville, Maple Hill, Silver Lake, Denison 
and Avondale.

James Tarr, ba ’58, 80, Milton, Ga., on Feb. 18. He was 
a Navy veteran and retired from the Department of 
Defense after 38 years of service.

Arthur “Ben” Tice, b music ’50, 90, Little Rock, Ark., on 
Feb. 21. He taught band in Topeka schools, retiring as 
director of music for Topeka USD 501, and played in 
dance bands and in the Topeka Civic Symphony. At 
Washburn, he was a member of the choir, orchestra 
and band.

Embert Walker, ba ’50, 84, San Antonio, Texas, on 
Jan. 27. An Army Air Corps World War II veteran, 
he served in the Air Force until 1970 in special 
investigations and as a communications squadron 
commander. He retired from civil service with the  
Air Force in 1990.

Norman Zinn, ba ’50, 84, Omaha, Neb., on Feb. 7. 
An Army World War II veteran, he taught French and 
English and was an administrator in Omaha public 
schools, retiring after 23 years of service.

60s

Rosemary (Fruit) Barnes, ba ’67, 82, Topeka, on March 
18. She taught English and journalism at St. Marys 
(Kan.) High School for 21 years and was a member  
of Unity Church of Christianity.

Shirley “Sue” (Summers) Chamberlain, b ed ’67 and  
m ed ’74, 65, Patchogue, N.Y., on March 7. She retired 
as a teacher of the Longwood School District and was a 
past president of the Patchogue Lions Lioness Club. At 
Washburn, she was a Student Union Activities hostess 
and a member of Home Economics Club, International 
Club and Zeta Tau Alpha sorority. Her husband, Dean 
Chamberlain, ba ’69 and b ed ’74, survives.

Ruth (Dunn) Criss, m ed ’67, 92, Topeka, on Feb. 15. 
She taught 40 years in rural and city schools, including 
Lowman Hill Elementary School in Topeka.

Kedrick “Earl” Durden, bba ’62, 73, Panama City, Fla., on 
April 25. An Air Force veteran, he managed a furniture 
store in Topeka 1959-62, was a prominent businessman 
in Alabama and Florida, served on the board of 
Superior Bank of Birmingham, Ala., and was a past 
chairman of the Florida Transportation Commission.

Victor Graves, bba ’62, 71, Mission, Kan., on April 22, 
2009.

Blanch (Modin) Wolfkill Lindbloom, b ed ’63, 98, 
Clearwater, Fla., on April 2. She had a 39-year career in 
education, teaching at Rice Elementary and Wanamaker 
Elementary in Topeka and was a member of Alpha 
Delta Kappa sorority and Eastern Star.

Virginia Mellenbruch, m ed ’64, 88, Topeka, on March 4.
She retired as an elementary school teacher after 45 
years of service and was a member of First Lutheran 
Church and Beta Sigma Phi sorority.
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IN MEMORY

James Roth, jd ’66, 68, Wichita, Kan., on 
May 19. He served in the Army Reserve 
1966-72, practiced law in Topeka 1966-69, 
had a private law practice in Wichita for 
more than 40 years and was a partner in 
the law firm of Woodard, Hernandez, Roth 
& Day. He was a 25-year member of the 
Kansas Bar ethics committee, past member 
of the Kansas Securities Commission advisory 
board and an officer and member of the 
board of the Sedgwick County Drug and 
Alcohol Prevention Center, chairman of Walk 
for Mankind and raised funds for diabetes 
with the Air Capital Cosmopolitan Club.

He was named to the Washburn Board 
of Regents in 1992 by the late Gov. Joan 
Finney, was reappointed by Gov. Bill Graves 
in 1996 and 2000 and reappointed by Gov. 
Kathleen Sebelius in 2004 and 2008. He 
served four terms (1995-97 and 2004-06) as 
board chairman. He also served as a director 
and trustee of the Washburn University 
Foundation. The Washburn School of Law 
honored him in 2005 with a Distinguished 
Service Award. He was named an honorary 
member of Sagamore in 2007 and received a 
Distinguished Service Award from Washburn 
in April. As a student at Washburn, he was 
a member of Phi Alpha Delta law fraternity. 
Memorials may be sent to the Washburn 
University Foundation.

Mary (Kitchen) Moffet, b ed ’60, 88, Topeka, on Feb. 18. 
She taught elementary school for 40 years in Topeka 
and Shawnee County, Kan., and was the travel agent for 
seniors at Highland Park Bank. 

Delores Mueller, b ed ’62 and m ed ’70, 91, Topeka, on 
March 20. She taught 17 years at Sheldon and Whitson 
elementary schools, was an officer of the Stutz family 
resort near Estes Park, Colo., a member of the Women’s 
Club, the Washburn Alumni Association, Washburn’s 
Brewster Place alumni chapter and the Whiting Society.

Lucinda (Hauser) Reed, b ed ’64, 67, Woodland Park, 
Colo., on April 19. She had a 28-year teaching career 
that included elementary schools in Topeka, Head Start 
in Lincoln, Neb., and Woodland Park School District, 
where she taught and coached forensics and drama.  
Her husband, Duane Reed, ba ’66, survives.

Patrick Scanland, ba ’62, 73, Denpasar, Bali, on 
March 31. He served with the Peace Corps in 
Afghanistan, where he completed the first census  
taken in that country.

Frank Summerson, bba ’69, 64, Topeka, on Jan. 27. He 
owned the Manpower franchise for Topeka, Wichita, 
Kan., and Springfield, Mo., and founded Professional 
Security Inc. and PSI Armored Inc. He was an Eagle 
Scout, served in the Army Reserves and on the 
boards of Junior Achievement, National Federation 
of Independent Businesses and Sales and Marketing 
Executives and was a lifetime member of the Washburn 
Alumni Association. With his wife, Jacki (McQuillan) 
Summerson, ba ’68, who survives, he was a member 
of Washburn’s Whiting Society.  
 

70s

Charles Baldry, ba ’78, 90, Topeka, on Feb. 4. He retired 
from Santa Fe general offices and was an Army veteran 
of World War II and the Korean Conflict, an active 
member of the Masons, an ordained elder of First 
Presbyterian Church and an election board supervising 
judge. 

Chris Barron, jd ’74, 65, Hollywood, Fla., on Feb. 26. 

Robert “Al” Carson, bba ’71, 68, Topeka, on Feb. 8. He 
retired from Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railroad after 
more than 33 years in various management positions. 
He served on the boards of the Marian Clinic and 
Ichabod Club and was a member of the Washburn 
Alumni Association and Friends of the Mulvane Art 
Museum. His wife, Connie (Bussell) Carson, b ed ’81, 
survives. Memorials may be made to scholarships for 
the Washburn golf team.

Marguerite (Boren) Haley, certificate ’74, 91, San 
Antonio, Texas, on Feb. 16. She retired from Menninger 
Foundation and was a lifetime member of the Harmony 
Rebekah Lodge in Manhattan, Kan.

Paula (Levens) Hotujac, ba ’79, 51, Overland Park, 
Kan., on March 17. She was vice president and branch 
operations manager at Edward Jones. At Washburn, she 
was a member of Sigma Alpha Iota professional music 
fraternity and Alpha Phi sorority. 

James Kierl, bba ’79, 56, Houston, Texas, on Aug. 27.

Byron McCoy, bba ’73, 63, Rock Springs, Wyo., on 
Jan. 6. A Navy veteran of the Vietnam War, he was 
an executive with Family Life Insurance Co./Merrill 
Lynch and retired from the Wyoming Department of 
Employment after 18 years of service.

Helen (Morgan) Meinholdt, b ed ’70, 79, Lawrence, Kan., 
on April 8. She retired as an administrative assistant at 
the University of Kansas. 

Robert Prater, ba ’70, 81, Topeka, on April 28. He had 
a 20-year career in the Air Force, retiring at the rank of 
major, volunteered many hours at the Colmery-O’Neil 
Veterans Administration Medical Center and was an 
active member of the Masons. 

Jennie (Meador) Shufflebarger, b ed ’73, 96, Oskaloosa, 
Kan., on March 19. She taught 10 years in elementary 
schools in Atchison County (Kan.) and 34 years for 
Oskaloosa USD 341.

Lonnie Stauffer, ba ’75, 57, Bowling Green, Ky., on 
Feb. 1. He was employed in the Fruit of the Loom 
electronic data interchange department. At Washburn, 
he was vice president of Kappa Mu Epsilon national 
mathematics honor society and a member of Phi Kappa 
Phi honor society.

Eugene Woolverton, ba ’75, 86, Topeka, on March 30. 
A World War II veteran, he worked at Yellowstone 
National Park, Veterans Administration and Kaw Valley 
Technical School and volunteered for many community 
organizations. 
 

80s

Donetta Jones, ba ’82 and m ed ’96, 53, Topeka, on 
Feb. 16. She taught 17 years for Topeka USD 501, 
volunteered at the Stormont Vail HealthCare Gift Shop 
and was a member of Quivira Heights Church of Christ.

Philip Pennington, jd ’84, 59, Weatherby Lake, Mo., on 
Feb. 16. He retired from AMC Entertainment Inc. as 
vice president of legal, was a member of the Washburn 
School of Law Board of Governors, a Washburn 
University Foundation trustee and established a law 
scholarship in his name. As a student, he was a member 
of Delta Theta Phi legal fraternity.

Shirley (Pratt) Wishom, aa ’86 and bba ’89, 50, Topeka, 
on March 16.

Jack Woken, ba ’85, 76, Topeka, on Oct. 20. He retired 
in 2003 from Washburn’s facilities services. 

90s

Mary “Janie” (Gibbs) Basile, bsn ’91, 66, Topeka, on 
Feb. 21. She was a homemaker, a substitute teacher and 
worked 18 years as a nurse at St. Francis Health Center.

Jon Carlson, bs ’93, 40, Topeka, on April 11. He was 
enrolled in a medical assistant program at Wichita 
Technical Institute and had previously worked in 
adult and juvenile correctional facilities in Topeka. At 
Washburn, he was a member of Kappa Sigma fraternity.

Michael Cameron, ba ’97, 58, Topeka, on March 21. He 
was a sports copywriter for the Topeka Capital-Journal, 
a research analyst for the Kansas State Fire Marshal 
and a risk communications specialist with the Kansas 
Department of Health and Environment. At Washburn, 
he was named to Sagamore and Who’s Who Among 
American Colleges and Universities. 
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Raymond Dashnaw, aa ’94, 78, Topeka, on Feb. 28. He 
was an Army veteran of the Korean conflict, retiring as 
a retention sergeant major for the Fourth Army and had 
a career at Supply Depot.

Mary Beth Meissner, aas ’99, 55, Topeka, on Feb. 17. She 
worked as a licensed beautician, operated a home day 
care and volunteered at Topeka Civic Theatre.

Lana Reed, bas ’91, 45, Hutchinson, Kan., on April 6. 
She was a member of the Hutchinson Chamber of 
Commerce and formerly worked as a human relations 
officer for the City of Hutchinson and as a social 
worker for the Kansas Department of Social and 
Rehabilitation Services. 
 

00s

Victoria “Tori” (Barnhart) Hoskins, aa ’03 and bba ’07, 
26, Topeka, on March 29. She was a staff accountant at 
Mikoleit & Associates Inc. and a member of Jehovahs 
Witnesses. 

Pamala Mayo, bsn ’00, 56, Shawnee, Kan., on March 16. 
She sang in choral groups and was a registered nurse at 
Providence Place and St. Francis Health Center. 
 

Friends 

Margaret “Peggy” (Offen) Baldry, 85, Topeka, on May 1.
She was active in Topeka music circles and was an 
organist at Penwell-Gabel Funeral Home, First 
Presbyterian Church, North Topeka Baptist Church  
and First Church of Christ, Scientist. Memorials may be 
made to the Washburn music department.

William Ballentine, attendee ’74, 80, Topeka, on April 
9. He was an Air Force veteran of the Korean and 
Vietnam Wars, retiring at the rank of major, taught 
troubled youth in Topeka for 22 years and was a 
member of the Washburn Alumni Association. His wife, 
Carol (La Borde) Ballentine, ba ’72, survives.

Aylene (Nilson) Fowler, Topeka, on March 16. She was 
a member of the nursing staff at St. Francis Health 
Center and retired from Colmery-O’Neil Veterans 
Administration Medical Center. Memorials may be sent 
to Washburn University School of Nursing in care of 
Washburn University Foundation.

Fern (Ala) Goff, 89, Topeka, on March 31. She worked 
16 years at Myers Yearbooks and retired from the 
human resources department of Volume Shoe Corp. 
after 20 years of service. She was a benefactor of 
Washburn, supporting the James W. & Fern A. Goff 
Scholarship for Nursing and the Goldie Ala Memorial 
Scholarship Fund for Nursing and was a member of  
the Lincoln and Whiting societies.

Joanne (Bunge) Pomeroy, attendee ’54, 77, Topeka, on 
Feb. 26. She co-founded the College Hill Association, 
was a longtime member of the Nautilus Club, a 
co-president of the Kansas State Twins association, 
a president of PEO and the Legislative Wives and a 
member of the Washburn Alumni Association. Her 
husband, Elwaine Pomeroy, ba ’55 and jd ’57, survives.

James Reed, attendee ’41, 94, Gassville, Ark., on Feb. 9. 
An Army Air Corps World War II veteran, he had a 
long career in journalism, was a sports editor and editor 
of the Topeka Daily Capital, authored eight books 
and wrote more than 200 magazine articles. He served 
1968-71 on the Washburn Alumni Association board of 
directors and was a member of the Washburn Alumni 
Association.

Clyde Romer, 79, Topeka, on May 1. He was a Korean 
War veteran and retired as a postal worker. Memorials 
may be made to KTWU.

Jesse Torrez, attendee ’69, 60, Topeka, on March 16. 
He was a police officer in the Topeka Police 
Department, retiring at the rank of major after 30 years 
of service. He supported Washburn’s Whiting Field 
House renovation project and softball scholarships.

Mark your calendars for

Homecoming 2010!
Theme:   “Wonderful World of Washburn”

Friday, Oct. 22
Alumni Fellows luncheon, 11:30 a.m.  |  After Hours, 5 p.m.

Saturday, Oct. 23
Homecoming parade, 10 a.m.  |  Tailgate with the Alumni Association, 11 a.m.  

Cheer for the Ichabods vs. Northwest Missouri State University, 1 p.m.

MeMORiAl giFTS

Remembering loved ones through memorial or 
honorary gifts to Washburn University leaves a 
unique legacy in their names while enriching 
the lives of students at the university. A gift to 
Washburn honors individuals in keeping with 
your wishes and unites their memory with the 
lives of so many others. Please visit  
www.givetowashburn.org/memorialsandtributes 
for more information on how to create a 
memorial or honorary gift.

Take  
a trip 

with us



Want to be one of the first to know about our trips? 

Contact Susie Hoffmann at susie@washburn.edu, and she’ll put you 

on her travel e-mail list. Feel free to share  

trip information with your friends and family.

Take  
a trip 

with us


