
Media specialist/The Ichabod editor 
Ernie W. Webb III, ba ’98 • ernie.webb@washburn.edu

 
Alumni Association director 

Susie Hoffmann, bba ’87 • susie@washburn.edu

 
Contributors 

Dena Anson, ba ’01 
director, university relations

 
Katy Browne, aa ’07 

secretary, Alumni Association

 
Kathy Busch 

director, communications and annual giving 
Washburn University Foundation

 
Alyssa Buxman 

student worker, Alumni Association

Gene Cassell 
director, sports information 

 
Peggy Clark 

photographer, university relations

 
Cynthia Hornberger, bsn ’78 

special assistant to the president

 
Amanda Hughes, ba ’00 

assistant director, university relations

 
Martha Imparato 

special collections librarian, Mabee Library

 
Cindi Morrison 

former director, Mulvane Art Museum

 
Robin Moser, ba ’99 

assistant director, Alumni Association

 
Julie Olson, aa ’94 

director, donor relations  
Washburn University Foundation

 
Michaela Saunders 

web editor, university relations

 
Sarah Van Dalsem, ba ’07 
communications specialist  

Washburn University Foundation

 
Jeremy Wangler 

assistant director, sports information/marketing

The ICHABOD alumni magazine is published three times a 
year by the Washburn Alumni Association for alumni, faculty, staff 

and friends of the university. Third-class postage paid at Topeka.

FEATURES

5 – 7  
Washburn welcome: Grand entrance  
comes with building project 
 8 – 10 
Welcoming support: Generous donors  
set foundation for Welcome Center  
 15 – 16 
Stroke of Washburn: Art auction a hit 
 28 – 29 
Telling a story: Recent alumnus Bryant  
joins admissions

34 
Webb column: Game-day transformations  
have been remarkable 
 35 
Homecoming: Ichabods on a space odyssey

CONTACT US
 Your news, thoughts and questions are important 

to us. Please write, telephone or send us an email. 
Letters to the editor and news of jobs, honors, 
weddings, anniversaries and births are always 

welcome. Please include your name, class year, 
address and daytime phone number. Letters to the 

editor may be edited for length and clarity.

Address: 1700 SW College Ave., Topeka, KS, 66621
Telephone: 785.670.2303
Email: ernie.webb@washburn.edu • Website: washburn.edu/alumni

Mabee Library’s resources for students range 
from a coffee shop, to Internet access, to a vast 

selection of magazines for relaxing.

Kuehne Bell Tower is one of the most 
distinguishable symbols on campus. 

Bell towers will be incorporated in the 
design of the Welcome Center and 

new School of Law.
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Few organizations in history persist to celebrate 150 years. While we take time to 
celebrate our past, we recognize that we must now step forward to create our future. 
Our commitment, indeed our destiny, is to meet the future needs of our students 
and community partners. We do this with our mission in mind: to serve as an 
institution that excels in teaching; to focus on providing opportunities, primarily 
for undergraduate students; and to be an excellent community partner. We live this 
mission with our motto, non nobis solum, not for ourselves alone.
 Traditional universities have two major classes of assets: the physical campus and 
the professoriate. As we grow and change, we have a number of projects under way 
arising from our strategic plan that support the first asset, our physical campus. 
 I have previously written about our plans for a Welcome Center in Morgan Hall 
awaiting prospective students and parents and providing a student services area 
so all students may conveniently transact all business with the university. We will 
create an iconic new entrance for the university and enhance landscaping on the 
north side of Morgan Hall. This total project will dramatically redefine how people 
think about Washburn’s physical presence in Topeka.
 Our next ambitious goal is to construct a new law building designed to meet 
the current needs in legal education. This will be located on the corner of 21st and 
Washburn and again will be a building that symbolizes Washburn, our history and 
our future.
 We have initiated a comprehensive campus master planning effort. Our internal 
and external campus communities are working with consultants to plan the future 
physical presence of the campus. We do this recognizing that part of Washburn’s 
legacy is its beautiful campus and architecture.
 We will be successful in these endeavors as a result of the strength of our culture, 
our faculty, staff and students; strong leadership throughout the institution; great 
community support; and the tremendous support of our alumni and Washburn 
University Foundation. Together we will create a bold and exciting future.

 FROM THE 
 PRESIDENT
Celebrating Our Past – Creating Our Future

3 From the President

The Ichabod sits with students during convocation, which 
included speeches by President Jerry Farley; Margaret Wood, 

associate professor, sociology and anthropology; Richard Liedtke, 
executive director, enrollment management; and Eric Benedict, 

president, Washburn Student Government Association.
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MAKING A GRAND 
ENTRANCE By Ernie W. Webb III • ernie.webb@washburn.edu

Washburn administrators use the adjectives ‘iconic’ and ‘magical’ to 
describe the university’s Welcome Center/Morgan Hall project.

A rendering of the 
Welcome Center, which 

will serve as a grand 
entrance to Washburn, 

campus leaders said. 
Photo Submitted

Scheduled to be completed by the school’s sesquicentennial in 2015, the multi-
million-dollar facility connected to Morgan Hall will not only serve as a “grand 
front door” as people enter the campus from 17th Street, but also simplify 
administrative processes for students and prospective students.
 “A big piece of this is to create this first image of Washburn, this welcoming 
environment for parents and students when they visit,” said President Jerry 
Farley. “When you think of campus, we have multiple entry points. But where’s 
the front door? When you come to (Morgan Hall) right now, you really don’t 
know you’ve arrived at Washburn. The Welcome Center will change that.”
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      The Center also will serve as a one-stop service 
shop for students, who can pay for tuition, apply for 
financial aid and request a transcript, among many 
other transactions, in a single location.
 “The one-stop service center is going to change the 
way we do business,” said Richard Liedtke, executive 
director, enrollment management. “We’ll interact 

with students in a 
way that gives them 
the most efficient 
way to conduct 
business.”

AT THE 
FRONT 
DOOR 
Though plans 
aren’t finalized, 
construction on the 
Welcome Center is 
scheduled to begin 
in 2013, with a target 
date of completion  
in 2015.
     The Center will 
be connected to the 
front of Morgan 
Hall and feature a 
bell tower modeled 
after the tower in the 
Thomas Gymnasium, 
a historic building 
destroyed in the 

1966 tornado.
 The Living Learning Center, built in 2002,  
also features a design modeled after the bell  
tower structure.
 “When we were looking at building the Living 
Learning Center, we hit upon the idea of stylizing 
that bell tower,” Farley said. “What it does is tie 
together the history of Washburn. That’s why we 
wanted to incorporate a bell tower into the  
Welcome Center.”
 The estimated cost of the Welcome Center 

construction and Morgan Hall renovation is in the 
$17-million range, the majority of which will be 
raised by the Washburn University Foundation.
 “No tuition dollars are going into this project,” 
Liedtke said. “This is what’s exciting about 
Washburn: We have wonderful alumni and donors 
who have supported this university and propelled this 
university to be one of the best in the nation when it 
comes to Foundations. They support us not only in 
building, but in scholarships and other areas.”

BETTER BUSINESS 
Imagine paying tuition, obtaining a transcript and 
filing for financial aid without visiting multiple 
offices. All of that, and much more, will be possible 
in the newly renovated facility.
 Though the offices hosting administrative 
processes for prospective students and current 
students are located in Morgan Hall, they are not 
centralized. For example, the registrar’s office is on 
the west end of the first f loor, the business office on 
the east end of the second f loor and the financial aid 
office on the second f loor.
 “The plan is to have generalists on the front 
line who can work with students in any capacity,” 
Liedtke said. “The generalists will be able to 
process forms, communicate directions and access 
information in our computer system. Our goal is 
for 80 percent of the informational and directional, 
processing, help desk kind of work to be done at a 
one-stop desk.
 “The remaining 20 percent, whether it’s an issue 
in financial aid, the registrar’s or business office, 
we’ll send them to someone in one of those offices 
who can dig deeper for them.”
 Admissions, currently split into two offices in 
Morgan Hall, will have one larger office in the 
Welcome Center.
 “I’m excited for it. It’s going to be very beneficial 
for our students and all the staff,” said Kris Klima, 
interim director, admissions. “Students will be able 
to easily transition from one area or department, 
and it’ll be more efficient for us. This will have a 
significant impact at Washburn.” 

FROM 
THE 
NOTEPAD
“We have several entrances, 

but no grand entrance. What 

this Welcome Center will do 

is create an iconic image once 

you’ve arrived. It truly is going 

to be a grand statement for 

Washburn.” 

        – Richard Liedtke,  
  executive director, 
               enrollment management

Donor Support 8

For more than 50 years, Morgan Hall has been a hub of 
activity on the Washburn campus for students, parents, 
faculty, administration and visitors.
 Much has changed since the facility opened its doors 
in 1956. Washburn has more students, more faculty, a 
broader curriculum, more extracurricular activities and 

a deeper connection to the community.
 In March 2012, the Board of Regents approved 
the addition of a Welcome Center and the renovation 
of Morgan Hall to better serve the needs of today’s 
students and those of the future. 
 “Updating and modernizing the north side of the 

Over the years, Washburn has done an outstanding job of looking to 
the future, of taking bold steps to ensure the success of students. 

Part of that success relies on spaces where students learn, live and work 
during one of the most transformational times of their lives.

INVESTING IN  
OUR FUTURE By Kathy Busch • kbusch@wufoundation.org



GET INVOLVED

For more information 
on how you can help 
transform Morgan Hall, 
contact the Washburn 
University Foundation at 
785.670.4483 or go to 
givetowashburn.org/
welcomecenter. 
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building facing 17th Street will 
create a dynamic front door to the 
university, inviting everyone to 
enter the campus and become part 
of the high-quality educational 
experience at Washburn,” said 
President Jerry Farley. 
 The addition of a contemporary 
Welcome Center and a convenient, 
modern student services area is 
an important step in moving 
Washburn forward and supporting 
the success of students. The 
Welcome Center will convey a 
sense of pride in Washburn and 
showcase what it means to be an 
Ichabod to everyone who comes to 
campus, university leaders said.
 “This building touches all 
potential and returning students, 
their families and any visitors to 
campus,” said JuliAnn Mazachek, 
president, Washburn University 
Foundation. “This renovation of 
Morgan Hall is an investment 
in our students, our faculty 
and Washburn University. The 
generosity of our alumni and 
friends will help make this vision 
a reality.” 

MOVING WASHBURN 
FORWARD
This is a pivotal moment for Washburn. Now is the time to invest in 
our future. The Welcome Center and the renovation of Morgan Hall 
will include:

•	 	A	welcoming	front	door	to	campus	that	reflects	the	quality	of	the	
student learning experience, academics and spaces at Washburn

•	 	A	Hearth	Room	adjacent	to	the	Welcome	Center	with	a	warm	
“living room” atmosphere where students can congregate

•	 	A	one-stop	student	center	on	the	north	side	of	Morgan	Hall	that	
will serve as a single access point to student services

•	 	An	updated	Student	Health	Center	with	separate	waiting	rooms	for	
well and sick patients as well as private counseling space

•	 	Additional	classrooms	

•	 	Outside	spaces	such	as	a	front	lawn	and	park	area,	a	plaza-like	
entrance to the facility,  a west plaza with outside fireplace and 
covered seating, and a covered entrance on the east side

The Welcome Center and renovation of Morgan Hall will only be 
possible with the support and generosity of our alumni and friends. 
The Washburn University Foundation will be coordinating the 
fundraising efforts to make this vision a reality. 

Thomas Gymnasium, which was destroyed in 
the 1966 tornado, included a bell tower.

Morgan Hall included a similar design. 
The building, which cost $1 million, was 
dedicated on Feb. 5, 1956.

The Living Learning Center, which opened in 
2002, includes a bell tower design inspired by 
the Thomas Gymnasium.

BELL TOWERS
The Welcome Center’s design will include a bell tower, which has become a recognizable symbol on campus. 

1

2

3

4

Photos Submitted

Kuehne Bell Tower. The Tower contains bells 
from Thomas Gymnasium.
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After a review and comparison of the learning spaces in 
the current facility with the needs of future students, the 
university concluded that now is a pivotal moment to move 
forward with a new facility, which will be built on the 
corner of 21st and Washburn Avenue.

      “We must take 
the next bold step to 
position Washburn 
Law for the 21st 
century,” said President 
Jerry Farley. “This 
is an investment in 
our students, our 
faculty and Washburn 
University.”
      Much has changed 
in the realm of legal 
education since the 
current facility was 
constructed. The 
curriculum today is 
much broader with 

more specialized programs. New courses require different 
spaces, teaching resources and technology. 
 The School of Law also needs additional common space 
for students for the Centers for Excellence, law library, law 
clinic and a second courtroom. 
 “We must stay ahead of the curve of the changing 
requirements for lawyers,” said Thomas Romig, dean, 
School of Law. “A new law building will position Washburn 
Law as one of the premier venues in legal education. That 

will help us strengthen our national reputation and attract 
the best and most highly talented students and faculty for 
many years to come.”
 “We have so many generous donors and friends who have 
supported the law school over the past 50 years,” said JuliAnn 
Mazachek, president, Washburn University Foundation. 
“Now is the time to invest in the future of our students. Your 
support can help us take this next bold step.” 

THE FUTURE OF 
WASHBURN LAW
By Kathy Busch • kbusch@wufoundation.org

The Washburn University School of Law has provided nearly 50 years of 
education in its current location. Constructed after the 1966 tornado, 

the building has undergone numerous additions and renovations to improve 
the educational experience and program offerings for students. 

GET INVOLVED

For more information on how you can be part 
of moving Washburn Law forward, contact 
Washburn University Foundation at 785.670.4483 
or go to givetowashburn.org/lawschool.

MORE ON THIS STORY

Check out future editions of The Ichabod 
for updates on the law school, as well as 
the Ichabod Communications page at 
washburn.edu/alumni.

FROM THE 
NOTEPAD
“It is going to be a spectacular 

site	coming	into	a	major	

intersection	in	Topeka,	a	major	

pathway to the campus. That 

corner is crying out for a classic, 

important building, and the law 

school is a perfect fit for that.” 

        – President Jerry Farley

An early rendering of the new School of Law, which will 
be constructed at 21st and Washburn. Photo Submitted

New School of Law 12
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Many on campus attribute the change to Jerry Farley, who 
was inaugurated as president July 1, 1997. Washburn’s 
16th president, Farley is known for his bow ties, outgoing 
personality and passion for both Washburn and Topeka.
 “Washburn University is riding a wave of success that 
is the result of 15 years of hard work by Dr. Farley and his 
leadership team and all of the fantastic individuals at this 
university,” said Cynthia Hornberger, special assistant to 
the president, who was a faculty member when Farley came 
to campus. “He has enabled the university to redefine itself 
and realign itself to its original mission.”
 JuliAnn Mazachek, president of the Washburn 
University Foundation, wrote a nomination letter on 
Farley’s behalf for a chief executive leadership award in 
2007. “Dr. Farley’s 10 years as President of Washburn have 

changed the face and future of Washburn University,” she 
wrote. “Washburn has moved to new levels of excellence 
across campus.”
 Farley won that award from the Council for 
Advancement and Support of Education District VI and 
kept right on going.
 Since Farley arrived on campus, nine buildings have 
been constructed or renovated, one has been moved 
to campus, Yager Stadium at Moore Bowl has been 
revitalized, Washburn and its Ichabods have become 
recognizable far beyond Topeka and the university has 
enjoyed record student enrollment. 
 Farley said he didn’t come to campus 15 years ago with 
a “grand plan” but remembers feeling that Washburn was 
“just on the edge of being able to do something, to really 

Washburn University has transformed in the last 15 years from what 
some called sleepy to vibrant and remains focused on its roots of 

serving all students, no matter when or how they arrive. 

President Farley during his inauguration speech in 1997. During his tenure, nine buildings on Washburn’s campus have 
been constructed or renovated. File Photo

take the next step. It just needed the right amount of 
ambition and self-confidence as an institution.”
 So he set about listening, learning and getting involved 
with the community. His first major project on campus 
was construction of the Living Learning Center, which he 
said was the pivotal point in an attitude shift from “We’re 
here, come if you’d like” to “We’re here and we may be the 
place for you.”

 

“The idea took root, and we were able to build it,” Farley 
said, recalling the effort of gathering support for the $20 
million project that changed the heart of campus.
 Today the difference is unmistakable. Washburn has 
gone from fewer than 200 bed spaces on campus in 1997 
to 676 today, with a waiting list for the Living Learning 
Center. More students are coming directly from high 
school and from outside of Topeka. More students become 
alumni who are involved on campus. And more alumni 
and community partners are giving financially to support 
Washburn’s growth. 
 Washburn is a more comfortable place to live, study and 
play. The grounds are meticulously landscaped for aesthetic 
enjoyment of the campus community and visitors. And 
future efforts will add even more energy to campus.
 Farley said he expects a study this fall related to 
residence hall demand and likely more construction. 
He is excited about the creation of a Welcome Center at 
Morgan Hall and a new home for the Law School. Focus 
on academics has allowed Washburn to meet the needs 
of its students. And continued integration of Washburn 
University and the Washburn Institute of Technology will 
mean more options – and more diplomas – for students.
 Washburn, Farley said, is well positioned to meet the 
expectations of employers looking for qualified graduates 
and of parents and students looking for a quality education 
that is a value for the tuition dollar. “We are poised again 
for dramatic change.” ALL ABOUT THE BOW TIE

Before coming to Washburn, Farley only occasionally 

wore his now iconic bow ties. The first one he ever 

bought – on a whim while vacationing with his wife, 

Susan, in Branson, Mo. – is now one of about 100 

different ties. 

 His first official Washburn photo shows him in a 

necktie. And a photo from the Oct. 31, 1997, edition of 

the Washburn Review shows him at his desk in a dress 

shirt and dark neck tie. “People wouldn’t believe that 

now,” Farley said with a laugh. 

 He’s sported only bows since fall 1997 when an 

article featuring him said, as Farley recalls it, anyone 

could find him because he’s the one in the bow tie.

 “I haven’t taken it off since.”

FANTASTIC 15 FOR 
FARLEY By Michaela Saunders

michaela.saunders@washburn.edu

President Farley’s 
numerous imitations 

have included 
Elwood of The Blues 

Brothers. File Photo

President Farley has made bow ties his signature 
accessory, though they usually aren't this large. 
File Photo
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SESQUICENTENNIAL SIGNATURE 
EVENTS
FOUNDERS DAY (FEB. 6, 2013)
A celebration of Washburn’s official birthday includes Lincoln Lecturer Manisha Sinha, professor and graduate 
program	director	at	the	University	of	Massachusetts,	Amherst.	Sinha’s	topic	will	be	“Race	and	Equality	in	the	
Age of Lincoln.” She is an accomplished writer who authored “The Counterrevolution of Slavery: Politics and 
Ideology	in	Antebellum	South	Carolina”	and	dozens	of	articles	for	multiple	publications.	Sinha	also	co-edited	
volumes I and II of “African American Mosaic: A Documentary History from the African Slave Trade to The 
Twenty-First	Century.”

SESQUICENTENNIAL SONG COMPETITION
Students, employees, alumni and friends of Washburn are invited to participate in a competition to create a 
school	song	honoring	our	sesquicentennial.	The	winner	will	receive	a	cash	prize	of	$500.	The	competition	will	
include two phases. The first phase is the lyrics competition, with a deadline of April 1, 2013; and the second 
is the music competition, with a deadline of April 1, 2014. Formal introduction of the new song will occur in 
conjunction	with	the	university’s	sesquicentennial	celebration	in	2015.

•	 Submissions	may	be	electronic	in	Microsoft	Word	or	on	paper.
•	 Entrants	must	submit	two	copies,	one	with	and	one	without	the	author’s	name.
•	 Multiple	submissions	from	the	same	author	or	composer	are	acceptable,	but	must	be	on	separate	pages.
•	 Each submission must be accompanied by a signed paper or electronic entry form (available at washburn.edu/150).
•	 The	winning	submissions	become	the	property	of	Washburn	University.
•	 The	committee	reserves	the	right	not	to	name	a	winner.
•	 	Entrants	who	intend	to	submit	music	to	accompany	their	own	lyrics	must	submit	the	music	separately	to	

the second competition.
•	 More	information	on	the	music	guidelines	will	be	available	in	fall	2013.

For	more	information	about	the	competition,	including	song-writing	guidelines,	visit	washburn.edu/150.

SESQUICENTENNIAL COMMITTEES
Academic Events, The Arts, Athletics, Community Events, History of Washburn, Memorabilia, Special Events, 
Volunteers.

GET INVOLVED
Interested	in	volunteering	for	the	sesquicentennial	celebration?	Contact	Rugena	Hall,	with	the	president’s	
office,	at	785.670.1556	(rugena.hall@washburn.edu).	Questions	about	the	sesquicentennial	celebration?	Email	
celebrate150@washburn.edu	or	contact	co-coordinators	Amanda	Hughes	at	785.670.2153 (amanda.hughes@
washburn.edu) or Julie Olson at 785.670.1816	(jolson@wufoundation.org).

ONLINE
For	more	on	the	sesquicentennial,	visit	washburn.edu/150 and washburn.edu/alumni. You can also view 
photos at flickr.com/washburn150. More photos and videos are posted on our Facebook pages at facebook.
com/washburn150 and facebook.com/washburnalumni. 

More than 125 people had an opportunity to participate in the art of bidding 
Nov. 17 at the Paint Washburn Art Auction.

Thirty-seven works of art, created 
by 33 artists during the April 21 Art 
En Plein Aire event on campus, were 
auctioned at the Memorial Union 
during a signature event in Washburn’s 
celebration of the university’s upcoming 
sesquicentennial.
 “The sesquicentennial committee 
and those working on these events have 
done a wonderful job as we celebrate the 
tradition at Washburn,” said President 
Jerry Farley. “The art auction is another 
example of the variety we have here, and 
the outstanding support we continue to 
receive from the community.”
 The artists who produced pieces 
come from an array of backgrounds, 
ranging from students and 
professors to renowned regional 
artists such as Barbara Waterman-
Peters, bfa ’73, Topeka, and Cally 
Krallman, bfa ’81, Topeka.
 Convocation kicked off the 

sesquicentennial celebration for the 
2012-13 academic year. The event 
included speeches by Farley; Margaret 
Wood, associate professor, sociology 
and anthropology; Richard Liedtke, 
executive director, enrollment 
management; and Eric Benedict, 
president, Washburn Student 
Government Association.
 During convocation, a video 
highlighting the second 50 years (1915-
65) of the school’s history debuted. 
View the video at washburn.edu/150 
and read more about this period on 
pages 17-18.
 The fall semester also included 
commemorating 10 years of soccer at 
Washburn on Oct. 26 and recognition 
as the official state ornament to be 
displayed on the national Christmas 
tree in Washington, D.C.
 Cindy Rogers, ba ’69, Topeka, 
chairwoman of the 2012 Kansas 

Ornament committee; and Amanda 
Hughes, ba ’00, Topeka, assistant director, 
university relations, delivered and 
presented the ornaments on Dec. 6. 

By Ernie W. Webb III
ernie.webb@washburn.edu

The proceeds generated during the Paint Washburn Art Auction will support a permanent, commissioned art piece in 
recognition	of	Washburn’s	sesquicentennial. Photo by Ernie W. Webb III

SESQUICENTENNIAL 
STROKE AT WASHBURN
By Ernie W. Webb III • ernie.webb@washburn.edu

The 2012 Kansas Holiday Ornament 
will be available for purchase for $24 
at several local retailers:  The Ichabod 
Shop, Memorial Union, Washburn 
University; Mulvane Art Museum Gift 
Shop, 17th Street and Jewell Avenue; 
Rally House/Kansas Sampler, 
5918 SW 21st St.; and the Kansas 
Historical Society Gift Shop, 6425 
SW 6th Avenue. Photo by Peggy Clark.
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THE SECOND FIFTY (1915-65)
Highlights from the second 50 years of Washburn University

1915 Washburn celebrates its first 50 years during the first week of June. Festivities include a choir concert, 
alumni luncheon, pageants and commencement.

1916 The first Hobo Day is Friday, Nov. 10, celebrating school spirit before the Washburn vs. University of 
Kansas football game. Festivities become so raucous that classes are dismissed at 11:30 a.m.

1917 In May, Nonoso (formed from our motto non nobis solum), a senior women’s honorary society, is 
established.

The Washburn Ambulance Company is established in September.

In November, Washburn announces the adoption of the Washburn Family Coat of Arms.

1918 The law school moves from its downtown location to Crane Observatory on Washburn’s campus in 
September.

Along with other colleges, Washburn establishes a Student Army Training Corps in October.

The	Spanish	influenza	hits	Washburn	in	October,	and	the	campus	is	closed	until	Dec.	30,	though	the	
Student Army Training Corps continues training on the closed campus.

1922 In honor of Louis Larrick, ba ’15, who died during World War I, the Larrick Memorial Fountain and Exedra 
is built with money donated by his family.

1923 The Kappa Alpha Theta House is finished in January, making it the first home built on campus by a 
student social organization.

1924 Mulvane Art Museum opens to the public.

1928 On Sept. 28, Moore Bowl is dedicated in honor of prominent Topeka sportsman and Washburn 
supporter George Godfrey Moore.

Whiting Field House is dedicated on Dec. 18 before a Washburn vs. University of Kansas basketball 
game. It is named in honor of A.B. Whiting, a member of the Washburn board of trustees for more 
than 50 years.

1941 In April, a committee of Topeka leaders votes to begin a campaign to make Washburn a municipal 
university. Washburn becomes Washburn Municipal University on July 1 and applications to admissions 
increase by 74 percent from the previous year.

1942 After a change in its constitution, Washburn’s student government begins to include representation from 
the	African-American	community.

The	Navy	V-5	Pilot	Training	Program	was	established.	By	the	end	of	World	War	II,	900	aviators	had	
received	basic	ground	and	flight	training.

1943 A	Navy	V-12	Officer	Training	Unit	was	organized	on	campus,	and	all	campus	housing	was	claimed	for	
military use. Washburn adopted a trimester schedule (beginning on Nov. 1) in order to synchronize the 
college with the Navy schedule.

1945 In March, the Cadet Nurse Corps training class begins with an enrollment of 25.

1946 In November, University Place opens as housing for student veterans and faculty with veterans in their 
families.

1948 In	January,	cast-aluminum	blue	and	white	miniature	Ichabods	are	introduced	at	an	Alumni	Association	
meeting. In May, at a student council meeting, Mr. Ichabod is adopted as the official emblem of the 
student body.

In September, an Air Force ROTC  program begins on campus in the Engineering Building.

1949 In February, the alumni seal is adopted during a meeting of the Alumni Association board of directors.

1951 The Memorial Union opens on Dec. 3 with a Sadie Hawkins dance. The Union was built to honor 
Washburn students, alumni, staff and Shawnee County residents who died in World Wars I and II.

1952 Washburn changes its name to Washburn University of Topeka in hopes of achieving better recognition.

1954 Brown v. Board of Education Supreme Court case is decided on May 17. From the initial filing to the final 
arguments,	11	Washburn	law	alumni	played	roles	in	the	case:	one	was	a	judge	who	heard	the	initial	case,	
three represented the defense, four represented the plaintiff and three represented the State of Kansas.

1956 Morgan Hall is dedicated on Feb. 5, costing approximately $1 million. In October, newly renovated 
Carnegie Hall is dedicated as the new home of the School of Law.

On	Dec.	7,	Washburn	launches	the	“Dr.	Ichabod”	television	program,	which	airs	in	15-minute	segments	on	
WIBW-TV.

1960 On Sept. 19, Science Hall is dedicated. After the death of President Bryan Stoffer in 1961, it is named 
Stoffer Hall.

1961 Washburn receives state funds for the first time.

1963 Washburn purchases a 1620 IBM computer to “stay abreast of the frontiers of learning.“

1964 The	degree	granted	by	the	School	of	Law	changes	from	a	bachelor	of	laws	to	a	juris	doctor.

1965 Although an official ceremony celebrating Washburn’s 100th anniversary takes place on Feb. 7, the 
spring and fall semesters include several events commemorating the milestone.

KTWU begins broadcasting on Oct. 21.

1916

1928

1941

1928

1951

1940

1956

1917

1938 The Ichabod is designed by graphic designer Bradbury Thompson, ba ’34, honorary doctorate ’65, and 
appears in the Kaw yearbook.

1939 Washburn	student	James	Gibson	designs	a	new	Washburn	flag,	which	is	presented	to	alumni	and	the	
student body in June.

During the summer, Boswell Hall is remodeled to serve as a home for the law school.

1940 In February, Washburn celebrates its 75th anniversary with speeches from prominent Kansans. In June, the 
celebration continues with a drama recounting the school’s history and other events during commencement.

17 Sesquicentennial  Sesquicentennial 18
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SCHOOL OF LAW
Bradley E. Haddock, 
jd ’80
•  Hometown:  

Wichita, Kan.
• Current residence: Wichita.
•  Current occupation: Founder and 

chairman of Haddock Law Office 
LLC in Wichita.

•  Additional education: Bachelor  
of science, Phillips University,  
Enid, Okla.

•  Honors and accomplishments: Executive 
editor of Washburn’s Law Journal; 
graduated cum laude from Washburn; 
former executive vice president, 
general counsel and secretary of 
Koch Chemical Technology Group 
LLC, where he was lead counsel for 
several businesses, including refining, 
chemicals and asphalt businesses; 
member, board of directors of the 
American Arbitration Association 
since 2005; member, American Bar 
Association, Christian Legal Society, 
Kansas Bar Association, Licensing 
Executives Society and Wichita Bar 
Association; Outstanding Young 
Alumnus Award, Phillips University.

•  Professional and community service: 
Lifelong member of the Boy Scouts 
and is an Eagle Scout; served as 
Quivira Council president and 
received the Silver Buffalo Award 
for his volunteer service; member of 
the Boy Scouts of America’s national 
executive board and has served on 
a number of committees for the 
organization; member, Leadership 
2000, sponsored by the Wichita Area 
Chamber of Commerce; actively 

involved at East Evangelical Free 
Church.

•  Washburn memory: “I thoroughly 
enjoyed the practical approach 
and real-life stories from Professor 
(William) Treadway as he taught. His 
own experience as in-house counsel at 
Santa Fe was an encouragement to me 
to become in-house counsel.”

SCHOOL OF 
APPLIED STUDIES
Ron W. Marshall, bs ’73
•  Hometown:  

Holton, Kan. 
• Current residence: Topeka.
•  Current occupation: Consultant for 

the Kansas Hospital Education and 
Research Foundation.

•  Additional education: Master of 
health care administration, Creighton 
University, Omaha, Neb.

•  Honors and accomplishments: Former 
CEO of Holton Community 
Hospital; diplomate in laboratory 
management, American Society of 
Clinical Pathology (ASCP); laboratory 
accredited inspector by ASCP; 
alumnus, Disney Institute for Quality 
in Healthcare; alumnus, Sisters of 
Charity of Leavenworth Health 
System Leadership Academy.

•  Professional and community service:  
Vice chairman, Kansas Hospital 
Association northeast region; vice 
chairman, Health Innovations 
Network of Kansas; committee 
chairman, United Way of St. 
Francis; member, Holton Rotary 
Club; member, Holton Main Street 
Economic Resource Committee; 

Sunflower soccer coach.
•  Other: Married to Washburn alumna 

Alice (Campbell) Marshall, m ed ’85, and  
father of alumni Chris Marshall, ba ’09,  
Topeka, and Lori Marshall, bsn ’11,  
Olathe, Kan.

•  Washburn memory: “One of the 
toughest professors I had was Dr. 
(Paul) Kopper in microbiology. I 
had two courses from him. He was 
a German professor, very articulate 
and demanding. I remember my first 
day of clinical rotation, Dr. Kopper 
walks in. He was a consultant. We’d 
go through patient results and we’d 
be tested to see if we could recognize 
what was growing on the plates. He 
would come in every day and review 
the microbiology work we were doing. 
I learned a lot from him.”

COLLEGE OF ARTS 
AND SCIENCES
Glenn E. Nierman,  
b music ’72

•  Hometown: Wright City, Mo.
• Current residence: Lincoln, Neb.
•  Current occupation: Steinhart Professor 

of Music Education, associate director, 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln School  
of Music.

•  Additional education: Master of music 
education, master of instrumental 
conducting, doctor of philosophy 
in music education, University of 
Cincinnati, Ohio.

•  Honors and accomplishments: Steinhart 
Distinguished Endowed Professor 
of Music Education; Distinguished 
Service Award, Nebraska Music 
Educators Association (NMEA); 

ALUMNI FELLOWS

ALUMNI NEWS

The Memorial Union opened on Dec. 3, 1951. It was built 
to honor Washburn students, alumni, staff and Shawnee 

County residents who died in World War I and World War II.
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NMEA Hall of Fame; member, 
National Anthem Project ad hoc 
committee that received the Summit 
Award from the American Society of 
Association Executives; Distinguished 
Service Award, Nebraska Coalition for  
Music Education.

•  Professional and community 
service: Member, executive board, 
International Society for Music 
Education (ISME); former chairman, 
ISME assessment forum steering 
committee; member, proceedings 
of the XXIX World Congress of the 
Society of Music Education; president-
elect, National Association for 
Music Education (NAFME); former 
president, NAFME north central 
division; member, NAFME national 
executive board; member, executive 
board, Nebraska Music Educators 
Association (NMEA).

•  Washburn memory: “The faculty and 
my student colleagues at Washburn 
have been and continue to be a great 
source of friendship and networking 
help in my professional career. The 
music department had excellent 
instructors who gave me the pre-
professional foundation necessary 
to be a successful teacher in the 
public schools and later be successful 
in graduate school. I continue to 
remain in contact with many of these 
wonderful individuals.”

SCHOOL OF 
BUSINESS
Eric R. Slusser,  
bba ’83

•  Hometown: Topeka.
• Current residence: Atlanta, Ga.
•  Current occupation: Chief 

financial officer, executive vice 
president, treasurer, Gentiva 
Health Services Inc.

•  Additional education: Master 

of business administration, 
University of Missouri-
Columbia.

•  Honors and accomplishments: 
Certified public accountant; 
Beta Gamma Sigma recognition; 
worked in a start-up business 
(Sprint PCS) that remains the 
company to most rapidly reach 
$1 billion and $10 billion in 
revenue; was hired to clean up 
activities responsible for previous 
WorldCom bankruptcy as senior 
vice president at MCI; has been 
an executive and administrator 
for more than 20 years at 
several billion-dollar companies; 
currently the No. 2 executive at 
Gentiva Health Services Inc., 
the nation’s largest provider 
of home health and hospice 
services; worked for more than 
a decade in the audit division at 
the Arthur Andersen accounting 
firm.

•  Professional and community 
service: Former board 
member, St. Louis Alzheimer’s 
Association; active in his 
children’s school activities and 
in coaching their athletic teams; 
involved in numerous volunteer 
organizations in Atlanta and 
elsewhere over the years.

•  Washburn memory: “My best 
memories are the interactions 
with the business school teachers 
and the sense of accomplishment 
when I graduated. Washburn’s 
education provided the 
foundation for my career. I 
would not have been successful 
without the great education I 
received from the faculty at the 
Washburn School of Business. 
They provided me with the tools 
to enter the business world.”

COLLEGE OF ARTS 
AND SCIENCES
Robert E. Stephens, 
bs ’74

•  Hometown: Topeka.
• Current residence: Parkville, Mo.
•  Current occupation: Professor and 

chairman of anatomy, associate 
dean of biomedical sciences, 
Kansas City University of 
Medicine and Biosciences.

•  Additional education: Doctor of 
philosophy in anatomy, University 
of Kansas Medical Center, Kansas 
City, Kan.

•  Honors and accomplishments: 
Advocate for Academic 
Excellence, Psi Sigma Alpha; 
Teacher Recognition Award 
for Excellence in Neurologic 
Education, American Academy 
of Neurology and the A.B. 
Baker Section; Students’ Choice 
Award in Neuroscience; Missouri 
Governor’s Award for Excellence 
in Education; Distinguished 
Professor Award.

•  Professional and community service: 
Supervisor, clinical anatomy 
pre-graduate fellowship program, 
KCUMB; member, KCUMB 
appeals board; member, KCUMB 
quality enhancement council; 
chairman, KCUMB promotion 
and graduation committee; vice 
chairman, KCUMB institutional 
review board; member, board 
of visitors, University of North 
Texas Health Science Center at 
Fort Worth; member, board of 
trustees, Platte County (Mo.) 
Health Department; has authored 
dozens of research articles for 
numerous publications; served as a 
speaker and presenter at numerous 
symposiums and events.

•  Washburn memory: “Although I 

have many wonderful memories 
and some quite amusing stories 
about my time at Washburn, I 
always tell people how open and 
accommodating the Biology faculty 
were to students. Dr. (Thomas) 
O’Connor was my mentor in 
morphology and an outstanding role 
model for teaching. Whenever I’m 
planning a lecture or presentation, 
I always try to emulate his clear 
and precise teaching style. After 32 
years of teaching in medical school, 
I still consider his teaching as the 
gold standard. The faculty were 
always available to help the students. 
Early one evening before an exam, 
some of the students could not get 
into the lab to study comparative 
vertebrate anatomy. Somehow we 
contacted Dr. (Don) Boyer and he 
returned to the university to unlock 
the lab for us. A simple action that 
set an example for helping students 
achieve excellence.”

COLLEGE OF ARTS 
AND SCIENCES
Carla (Davenport) 
Walker, ba ’99

•  Hometown: Oklahoma City, Okla.
• Current residence: Edmond, Okla.
•  Current occupation: Director 

of publications, Oklahoma 
Humanities Council.

•  Additional education: University of 
Iowa Writers Festival.

•  Honors and accomplishments: 
Editor of Oklahoma Humanities 
magazine, the Council’s award- 
winning publication, which she 
designed and launched in 2008; 
state historic preservation officer’s 
citation of merit, Oklahoma 
Historical Society; Distinguished 
Editorial Award for preservation of 
state and local history, Oklahoma 

Heritage; best public relations 
publication, Society of Professional 
Journalists; graduated summa cum 
laude; was a member of Phi Beta 
Kappa and Sigma Tau Delta.

•  Professional and community 
service: Worked with Federation 
of State Humanities Councils 
to develop national marketing 
brochure and conduct survey of 
public relations needs of state 
councils; moderator and panelist 
at Federation conferences; 
member, International Association 
of Business Communicators; 
member, board of directors and 
telephone volunteer, HeartLine 
2-1-1 Crisis Hotline; chairwoman, 
organ fundraising committee 
and music committee, Mayflower 
Congressional Church.

•  Washburn memory: “My favorite 
Washburn memory would 
have to be the graduation 
ceremony. I completed my 
degree as a 30-something, 
non-traditional student, so my 
sons were in the audience. The 
sense of accomplishment was 
extraordinary. … My professors 
challenged me, encouraged me 
and gave me opportunities for 
independent study so that I got 
the most I possibly could from 
my education. … My years at 
Washburn are golden days I’ll 
cherish forever.”

SCHOOL OF 
NURSING
Carol L. Wheeler,  
bsn ’83

•  Hometown: Topeka.
• Current residence: Topeka.
•  Current occupation: Vice president, 

professional and regional 
services officer for Stormont-Vail 

HealthCare.
•  Additional education: Certificate 

in hospital administration 
from University of Minnesota, 
Minneapolis; diploma in nursing, 
Jane C. Stormont Hospital and 
Training School for Nurses.

•  Honors and accomplishments: 
Fellow, American College of 
HealthCare Executives; has 
worked at Stormont-Vail for 43 
years; has been an administrator 
or director at Stormont-Vail for 
more than 30 years; certification in 
critical care nursing.

•  Professional and community service: 
Former president, Kansas Forum 
for Women Healthcare Executives; 
member, Kansas Association for 
Healthcare Executives; member 
and past president, Kansas 
Association of Young Healthcare 
Executives; member, American 
Association of Critical Care 
Nurses; board member, American 
Red Cross; board member, past 
president, YWCA; board member, 
Kansas Family Partnership; board 
member, campaign chairwoman, 
United Way; past president, 
Kansas Heart Association.

•  Washburn memory: “I attended 
one year at (Washburn) and two 
years at (Stormont-Vail School of 
Nursing) to achieve my diploma 
in nursing in 1970. I started back 
(at Washburn) part-time as I raised 
my children and worked full-time. 
… Washburn was very committed 
to the non-traditional student and 
made it possible for me to get the 
classes I needed to complete my 
degree and still work full-time 
while also meeting my obligations 
to family. I would not be where I 
am today without the opportunity 
to attend college in Topeka.” 
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SCHOLARSHIPS
•	 	Applicants	must	be	a	legacy	student	or	a	student	member	of	the	Alumni	Association.

•	 	Applications	for	the	2013-14	academic	year	will	be	accepted	beginning	in	January	2013.

•	 The	deadline	for	applications	is	Feb.	15,	2013.

•	 	For	more	information,	including	criteria	and	stories	on	scholarship	recipients,	log	onto	
washburn.edu/alumni and visit the Alumni Association page.

RUNNING FOR A CAUSE
By Ernie W. Webb III • ernie.webb@washburn.edu

The 2012 Fun Run and Campus Walk 
on Sept. 29 had a little bit of everything, 
from good music, to treats and prizes, 
to runners wearing tutus – all for a 
good cause in the Alumni Association’s 
scholarship fund.
 “We are thrilled that so many alumni 
and friends participate in this signature 

event for our scholarship fund,” said 
Alumni Association director Susie 
Hoffmann. “This event goes a long 
way toward helping students and future 
students at Washburn.”
 Proceeds from the 2011 Fun 
Run helped raise nearly $30,000 in 
scholarships for 83 students.

 About 200 people, 
including runners, 
walkers and volunteers, 
attended the 2012 5K 
run and two-mile walk 
on a cool Saturday 
morning in Topeka. 
After the run and walk, 
participants settled into 
the Bradbury Thompson 
Alumni Center to receive 
prizes and awards.
 Winners in each 
age division received a 
medal, including Kevin 
Lemasters, who hit the 
finish line in 19 minutes, 
34 seconds to post the 
best overall time and win 
the 40-44 men’s group.
 Greg Gaul, bs ’98, 
Topeka, who won the 

2011 race, finished in 20:08, followed by 
Alex Glashausser (20:19), Tom Trusdale 
(20:22) and Alex Hawkins (20:30). Gaul 
won the 35-39 men’s division, Trusdale 
the 60-64 men’s division and Hawkins 
the 20-24 men’s division.
 Rebecca (Collins) Arensdorf, ba ’02, 
Topeka, clocked the fastest time among 
women in 23:11. Log onto washburn.
edu/alumni and visit the Events and 
Reunions page for complete results.
 Among the sponsors for the Fun Run 
were Capitol Federal, Dillons, Hy-Vee, 
American Family Insurance (the Brad 
Noller agency), Sunflower Marketing, 
Jostens, Frito-Lay, Washburn University 
Foundation, Gage Bowl, Pizza Hut, 
Sunflower Striders Running Club, 
Pinegar, Smith and Associates Inc., Kalos 
Inc., Washburn University School of 
Nursing, Jock’s Nitch, Ichabod Shop, 
Visit Topeka, Inc. and Dr. Tunes.
 Other sponsors were Tom and Ann 
Adrian, David and Mary Manley, Gary 
and Barbara Leabo, Brian and Stacey 
Calhoon, Bill Marshall, Cindy Rogers, 
Chris and Erin McGown, Mark and 
Julie Ross, Roger VanHoozer, Dennis 
Bohm, Bobby and Billie Jean Graham, 
and John and Carrie Haverty. 
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Gayle (Hurst) Smith, bba ’86, 
Topeka, and Elaine Adair wore 
tutus while competing in the Sept. 
29 Fun Run and Campus Walk. 
About 200 people participated 
in the annual event, which 
benefits the Alumni Association’s 
scholarship fund. Photo Submitted

This Ichabod sculpture has become an 
iconic symbol on Washburn’s campus.



Shelby Perez, Caprice Cortez and 
Bianca Martinez lead separate lives 
at Washburn, but their academic 
performances, leadership and 
community service helped each receive 
an award from MANA de Topeka for 
their positive impact in the Topeka 
and Hispanic communities. 
 Each credits scholarships for her 
ability to get involved and for her 
performance in the classroom. 
 Perez, a freshman mass media 
major from Topeka, received a 
scholarship from MANA de Topeka 
as well as Washburn’s Leadership 
Institute and other academic 
scholarships from the university.
 “It’s difficult paying for college, so 
any support you get is appreciated,” 
Perez said. “Scholarships also 
encourage me to try my hardest 
because I know someone else is 
investing in me and depending on me 
to do my best.”
 Perez is living at home during her 
first year to save money and recently 
started working. She is grateful that 
scholarships give her the opportunity 
to participate in other activities at 
Washburn, including the Leadership 
Challenge Event.
 “I am really interested in getting 
involved with the Challenge Event,” 
she said. “I participated in it my 
senior year of high school, and 

I’d like to get both sides of the 
experience – participating and 
organizing the event.”
 Cortez, a senior radiologic 
technology major from Topeka, serves 
as the vice president of Washburn 
Student Government Association 
and received the Community Service 
Award from MANA de Topeka.
 Cortez has received scholarships 
from Washburn University and the 
Alumni Association, in addition to 
private scholarships. 
 “Scholarships helped me offset the 
need to take out student loans,” Cortez 
said. “I didn’t have to have a job 
throughout college, and I was able to 
focus on my studies and get involved.”
 Cortez recently volunteered with 
El Centro de Topeka, where she 
helped develop a health survey by 
researching questions and issues for 
community leaders. 
 “I think it’s important to volunteer 
in the community because any amount 
of service assists the goals of any 
organization,” Cortez said. 
 Like Cortez, Martinez, a junior 
biology major from Garden City, Kan., 
is also involved in the community, 
volunteering at the Kansas Children’s 
Discovery Center and mentoring 
young women in the Hermanitas 
program with MANA de Topeka. 
 “I chose that program because I feel 

like as a young Latina woman having 
someone to look up to who is doing 
good things is a great motivation,” 
Martinez said. 
 Martinez plans to attend medical 
school and help people with low 
incomes. In the meantime, she is 
getting through school with the help 
of scholarships, which she earned from 
MANA de Topeka, Washburn and 
other organizations. 
 “Scholarships mean everything to 
me,” Martinez said. “Without them 
I would not be here at Washburn 
studying biology. I would not have the 
hopes and dreams to change medicine 
for low-income people.”
 Nancy Tate, assistant vice president, 
academic affairs and interim dean, 
school of applied studies, received the 
Education Award from MANA de 
Topeka for her service and support 
of the Leadership Empowerment and 
Development (LEAD) program, which 
provides leadership training for Latino 
high school students.
 “I was very touched and humbled 
that they chose to honor me with 
their annual education award,” 
Tate said. “I have devoted my 
professional career to educating 
young people, and I find it very 
gratifying to watch them blossom 
into educated adults who make a 
difference in their communities.” 
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SCHOLARSHIPS HELP 
STUDENTS MAKE 
IMPACT IN LATINO 
COMMUNITY 

THE RECIPIENTS
Washburn students, clockwise 

from lower left, Shelby Perez, 

freshman	mass	media	major	from	

Topeka; Caprice Cortez, senior 

radiologic	technology	major	from	

Topeka; and Bianca Martinez, 

junior	biology	major	from	Garden	

City, Kan., received awards 

from MANA de Topeka for their 

leadership and service.

By Sarah Van Dalsem
svandalsem@wufoundation.org
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A FIT FOR A KING 
By Ernie W. Webb III • ernie.webb@washburn.edu

Blake Bryant liked his chances when he applied to 
work as an admissions counselor at Washburn. No 
way would his alma mater pass on hiring last year’s 
Homecoming king, he thought.
 “I figured if you wanted somebody to tell the story 
of going to school here, it should probably be your 
Homecoming king,” said Bryant, ba ’12.
 That proved prophetic a few months later when 
Bryant joined the admissions staff on Sept. 11, less 
than a year after he achieved a goal set shortly before 

arriving as a freshman.
 “Being Homecoming king was one of my goals 
when I came to Washburn,” he said, “because I believe 
in the Midwest, specifically Kansas, that it is such an 
honor because it’s your peer group showing you that 
you’re doing the right thing. I wanted to do the right 
thing at Washburn”
 For Bryant, doing the right thing was being 
so involved that Richard Liedtke, executive director, 
enrollment management, refers to him as 

Blake Bryant accomplished his goal of becoming Homecoming king in 2011 and began working in admissions during 
the fall 2012 semester.  Photo by Peggy Clark

Washburn University Foundation Trustee Joe Gigous 
and his wife, Gladys, donated $100,000 to endow 
the Joseph E. and Gladys A. Gigous Business 
Scholarship. Joe Gigous spent 11 years studying for 
his	degree	while	working	full-time	and	said	he	wants	
to help students without the means to attend school 
otherwise.

GIGOUS GIVES BACK 
By Sarah Van Dalsem • svandalsem@wufoundation.org

Joe Gigous graduated from Washburn in 1978 after 
11 years as a student. 
 He took the difficult route – working a full-time 
job during the day and taking classes at night to 
pursue a bachelor of business administration degree. 
 “I had some great professors who really inspired 
me and got me excited about business,” Gigous said. 
“The dean in the School of Business also helped 
me navigate the classes so I could graduate without 
attending day classes.” 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 The experience inspired Gigous to help students 
so they wouldn’t have to work as hard as he did. Joe 
and his wife, Gladys, recently donated $100,000 to 
endow the Joseph E. and Gladys A. Gigous Business 
Scholarship for School of Business students.
 Joe Gigous 
hopes it reduces 
the need for 
students to work 
while taking 
classes.
 “I want to 
help those kids 
that don’t have 
a means to go to 
school,” he said. “I 
believe education 
is the key that 
unlocks the door 
for a good future. 
It’s a passport for 
advancement in a 
modern world.”
 Gigous said 
he also made the 
donation because 
he believes in the 
future of Washburn.
 “I am impressed with Dr. Farley and the job he 
has done,” he said. “The university is a world-class 
organization and an important part of the City of 
Topeka.”
 During his career, Gigous held several positions 
at The American Companies in Topeka. He founded 
Nationwide Learning Inc. in 1994, publishing books 
written for elementary school students.
 Gigous serves on the board of Nationwide 
Learning and the Washburn University Foundation’s 
Board of Trustees. 

FROM 
THE 
NOTEPAD
“I believe education is the 

key that unlocks the door 

for a good future. It’s a 

passport for advancement 

in a modern world.”

                – Joe Gigous
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“Mr. Washburn.”
 “He was in everything,” Liedtke said. “For him to 
be out on the road talking about Washburn and telling 
the Washburn story … he lived it. He has a great story 
to tell.”
 Bryant’s story includes membership in Sigma Phi 
Epsilon and a senior fellowship with the Leadership 
Institute. He was also president of Alpha Lambda 
Delta and a member of the French Club, Mortar 
Board, Future Alumni Network, Sagamore and 
Bod Squad.
 “When I was looking at colleges, Washburn wasn’t 
on the radar,” Bryant said. “But the more I thought 
about it, the more it made sense. I went to a medium-
sized high school (in Independence, Kan.) where I 
knew everybody. I figured if I got involved here like I 
was in high school, it would be a similar experience.”
 Bryant received a bachelor of arts in corporate 
communication in May and minored in French and 
leadership studies. Within a few months, he discovered 
the opening at Washburn.
 “I really didn’t want to leave Topeka, and all the 

jobs I was looking at here were in human resources, 
recruiting and training and development because I 
wanted to help people,” he said. “Then it hit me that 
helping students just sounded more valuable.
 “It’s crossed my mind numerous times that if 
I could be a career student, I would. Now, I’m on 
campus, and I love this campus.”
 As an admissions counselor, Bryant is responsible 
for recruiting in southeast Kansas, Johnson County in 
Kansas, the state of Missouri, and Shawnee Heights 
and Cair Paravel high schools in Topeka.
 His duties include counseling via phone, email, 
social media and other avenues, and helping to 
coordinate events such as Ichabod Junior and Senior 
Day on campus.
 “The job is relationship management, which 
I’m comfortable with after my time as a student 
here,” he said. “I have an advantage in that I went 
to school here and I lived the Washburn experience. 
We have to help create a personal experience for 
prospective students. Fortunately, I can do that 
from my own experiences.” 

ABOUT BRYANT
HOMETOWN: Independence, Kan.

ON PANDORA: Creedence Clearwater Revival 
station, No Doubt and dubstep.

WATCHES: “Lost,” “Amazing Race,” “Ocean’s 
Eleven” and HGTV.

HOBBIES: Hiking, biking, camping.

Located on the northeast corner of Washburn’s 
campus, Stoffer Hall is named after late university 
president Bryan Stoffer.
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TRIO INDUCTED 
INTO HALL 
OF FAME 
By Ernie W. Webb III • ernie.webb@washburn.edu

SPORTS

Three former standout student-athletes were enshrined into the 
Washburn athletics Hall of Fame during a Nov. 11 ceremony at 

Bradbury Thompson Alumni Center:

NICK KRESIC, FOOTBALL, 1983-86 
Kresic, bba ’87, Highland, Mich., booted 35 field goals and had 186 points during his career as a kicker at Washburn. 
He was a second-team All-American pick in 1986, going 18 of 24 on field goals and 31 of 34 on point-after attempts. 
His 186 career points rank 10th in school history. He was first-team NAIA all-district and first-team all-Central States 
Intercollegiate Conference (CSIC) in 1986.

JOY (BENTON) SKEENS, BASKETBALL, 1981-85
Skeens, bs ’85, Shawnee Mission, Kan., left Washburn as the school’s all-time leading scorer with 1,356 points (currently 
seventh on the all-time scoring list). She averaged 11.8 points and 7.0 rebounds per game, including a career-best 13.1 points 
as a senior. With 806 rebounds, she ranks fourth on the school’s career list. Skeens earned first-time all-CSIC honors during 
her senior season.

JESSE SHERER, TENNIS, 1993-97
Sherer, bs ’97, Rossville, Kan., was a three-time All-American, including in singles and doubles during his senior season. He 
finished his singles career with a record of 72-29 and was 82-20 in doubles, posting a combined mark of 154-49. During his 
senior year, Sherer and Santiago Giraldo set a Washburn single-season record in doubles with 32 wins. The duo reached the 
Division II national championship match. 

MEN’S BASKETBALL
REMAINING	2012-13	SCHEDULE	
DATE OPPONENT TIME
Thursday, Jan. 3 EMPORIA STATE UNIVERSITY 7 p.m.

Saturday, Jan. 5 at University of Central Oklahoma, Edmond 3:30 p.m.

Thursday, Jan. 10 at Fort Hays State University, Hays, Kan. 7:30 p.m.

Saturday, Jan. 12 at University of Nebraska at Kearney 4 p.m.

Wednesday, Jan. 16 TRUMAN STATE UNIVERSITY 7:30 p.m.

Saturday,	Jan.	19	 at	Northeastern	State	University,	Talequah,	Okla.	 3:30	p.m.

Thursday, Jan. 24 at Lincoln University, Jefferson City, Mo. 7:30 p.m.

Saturday, Jan. 26 at Lindenwood University, St. Charles, Mo. 3 p.m.

Thursday, Jan. 31 MISSOURI SOUTHERN STATE UNIVERSITY 7:30 p.m.

Saturday, Feb. 2 PITTSBURG STATE UNIVERSITY 7 p.m.

Wednesday, Feb. 6 MISSOURI WESTERN STATE UNIVERSITY 7:30 p.m.

Saturday, Feb. 9 NORTHWEST MISSOURI STATE UNIVERSITY 7 p.m.

Wednesday, Feb. 13 at Missouri Western State University, St. Joseph, Mo. 7:30 p.m.

Saturday, Feb. 16 at Northwest Missouri State University, Maryville, Mo. 3:30 p.m.

Thursday, Feb. 21 UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA AT KEARNEY 7:30 p.m.

Saturday, Feb. 23 FORT HAYS STATE UNIVERSITY 7 p.m.

Thursday, Feb. 28 at Emporia State University, Emporia, Kan. 7 p.m.

Saturday, March 2 UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL MISSOURI 7 p.m.

Home games in all caps.

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
REMAINING	2012-13	SCHEDULE	
DATE OPPONENT TIME
Wednesday, Jan. 2 EMPORIA STATE UNIVERSITY 7 p.m.

Saturday, Jan. 5 at University of Central Oklahoma, Edmond 1:30 p.m.

Thursday, Jan. 10 at Fort Hays State University, Hays, Kan. 5:30 p.m.

Saturday, Jan. 12 at University of Nebraska at Kearney 2 p.m.

Wednesday, Jan. 16 TRUMAN STATE UNIVERSITY 5:30 p.m.

Saturday,	Jan.	19	 at	Northeastern	State	University,	Talequah,	Okla.	 1:30	p.m.

Thursday, Jan. 24 at Lincoln University, Jefferson City, Mo. 5:30 p.m.

Saturday, Jan. 26 at Lindenwood University, St. Charles, Mo. 1 p.m.

Thursday, Jan. 31 MISSOURI SOUTHERN STATE UNIVERSITY 5:30 p.m.

Saturday, Feb. 2 PITTSBURG STATE UNIVERSITY 5 p.m.

Wednesday, Feb. 6 MISSOURI WESTERN STATE UNIVERSITY 5:30 p.m.

Saturday, Feb. 9 NORTHWEST MISSOURI STATE UNIVERSITY 5 p.m.

Wednesday, Feb. 13 at Missouri Western State University, St. Joseph, Mo. 5:30 p.m.

Saturday, Feb. 16 at Northwest Missouri State University, Maryville, Mo. 1:30 p.m.

Thursday, Feb. 21 UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA AT KEARNEY 5:30 p.m.

Saturday, Feb. 23 FORT HAYS STATE UNIVERSITY 5 p.m.

Wednesday, Feb. 27 at Emporia State University, Emporia, Kan. 7 p.m.

Saturday, March 2 UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL MISSOURI 5 p.m.

Home games in all caps.

William McNeill averaged 20.2 points and 5.5 
rebounds while leading the Ichabods to 25 wins and 
the	NCAA	Division	II	playoffs	in	2011-12. 
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AN ONGOING STORY
By Ernie W. Webb III • ernie.webb@washburn.edu

While I was interviewing ticket-taker 
supreme Crosby Powell (story on 
previous page) in September, longtime 
baseball coach Steve Anson stepped in 
and chimed in on the man who hasn’t 
missed a football game at Washburn 
since a gallon of gas cost a quarter.
 “Now this is the man you want 
to talk to if you want to hear some 
stories,” Anson said.
 One of the more compelling stories 
is the rise of Washburn’s football team 
during the last decade.
 “I’ve seen a lot of good teams, and 
some bad teams,” Powell said. “A lot of 
changes over the years. What they’ve 
got going here now is pretty special.”
 Special because every home game 
here is an event, complete with 
tailgating, the football team and  
band marching through campus  
and a stadium that’s become a home 
field advantage.
 I can only remember one night 
during my years as a student at 

Washburn that bristled with the 
atmosphere every college football  
game should have. It was Oct. 29, 
1998, against archrival Emporia State.
 The game was televised on a 
Thursday night, the stadium was 
full and the students and fans were 
energized. It was a once-in-a-decade 
atmosphere at Moore Bowl. I 
remember wishing it’d happen  
more often.
 “I remember a lot of them, a lot  
of games,” Powell said. “I know for  
a while, we weren’t taking as  
many tickets.”
 That began to change in 2002 when 
Craig Schurig became the head coach. 
Washburn began to build, literally 
and figuratively. Stadium renovations 
accompanied winning and more fans.
 Suddenly, the north side of Moore 
Bowl resembled the parking lots of 
universities across the country on 
Saturday afternoons in the fall.
 “It took the hard work of a lot of 

people to get to this point,” Schurig 
said. “We’re very appreciative of the 
support we get from the university and 
the community. It’s a big reason we’ve 
been successful.”
 Another great story at Washburn; 
one with many chapters to come. 

TICKET TO TIMELESS
By Ernie W. Webb III • ernie.webb@washburn.edu

Stunning upsets, heart-breakers, close 
calls, games played in snowstorms, 
conference scuffles in the blazing heat. 
You name it, Crosby Powell has seen it 
during more than 50 years of service as 
a game-day employee for Washburn.
 The Topeka native hasn’t missed a 
football game since 1962, a stretch that 
covers more than 250 games and 12 
head coaches.
 “I haven’t missed a football game 
and I’ve only missed one basketball 
game, and that was because of a car 
accident,” said Powell, 89, who also 
works part-time on weekdays at Petro 
Allied Health Center. “I’ve enjoyed 
doing this. Washburn has been great 
to me.”
 A longtime manager at Atchison, 
Topeka and Santa Fe Railway (ATSF), 
Powell began working as a ticket-taker 
and usher for football and basketball 
games in the 1950s. 
 “Back then, I was a substitute. I’d 
fill in when my boss or somebody else 
at Santa Fe couldn’t make it to help 
out at the games,” he said. “When 
an opening came up, I started out as 
a ticket-taker at all the games. One 
Saturday, my boss had a wreck on the 
way home and called me and told me 
what I needed to do because he was in 
charge on game days. When he retired 
later, I took over.”
 Powell’s work includes directing 
Washburn’s ticket crew and ensuring 
that officials have everything 
they need.
 “It’s an eight-hour day. I get 
everybody lined up, take the officials 
to their room before the game, at 
halftime and after the game,” Powell 

said. “Once I get everything situated, I 
roam around and make sure everybody 
is doing their job.”
 Powell retired as a manager in the 
accounting department at ATSF in 
1986. In addition to working at the 
railroad for 40 years, he served in the 
National Guard for 37 years, retiring as 
a lieutenant colonel.
 A Topeka High alumnus, he was 
a war hero in the Army, receiving the 
Purple Heart after being wounded in 
World War II.
 “I was in the infantry and got 
shrapnel in my neck, back and knee 
at (the Battle of) Cassino (in Italy) in 
1944,” Powell said. “They had to cut 
my boots off, and my feet were purple. 
I don’t have good circulation in my feet 
to this day.”
 Powell recovered, returning to 
Topeka to marry his high school 
sweetheart, the late Ruth Powell, in 
1946. The couple had a daughter, 
Crosleen Powell, who received a 
bachelor of business administration 
from Washburn in 1970.
 “I’m very proud to say my daughter 
graduated from Washburn,” he said. 
“I’ve always had a connection to 
Washburn, and the people here have 
been great to me. Dr. Farley remembers 
who I am and stops to say hello at 
games. The people at Washburn are 
like that, good people.”
 Powell attributes his longevity 
to a healthy lifestyle, including the 
discipline to avoid alcohol and tobacco.
 “In my entire life, I’ve never smoked 
one cigarette or taken one drink of 
alcohol,” he said. “I believe that’s why 
I’m in this shape at my age.” 

MEN’S GOLF
SPRING 2013 SCHEDULE 
DATE EVENT LOCATION
Tuesday, March 12 –
Wednesday, March 13

Social Intercollegiate 
Championships

Mission	Viejo	Country	Club,	
La Jolla, Calif.

Tuesday, April 2 –
Wednesday, April 3

Central Oklahoma Classic Gaillardia Country Club, 
Edmond, Okla.

Monday, April 15 –  
Tuesday, April 16

Missouri Southern 
Invitational

Twin Hills Golf and Joplin 
Country Club, Joplin, Mo.

Sunday, April 21 –
Tuesday, April 23

MIAA Golf Championships Paradise Point Golf Complex, 
Smithville, Mo.

BASEBALL & SOFTBALL
The	Mid-America	Intercollegiate	Athletic	Association	had	not	completed	
the 2013 baseball and softball schedules at press time. To view 
schedules for the Ichabods and Lady Blues, visit wusports.com.

Crosby Powell has been directing 
Washburn’s	game-day	ticket	
operations for 50 years. At 89 
years old, the Topeka native 
credits his longevity to abstaining 
from alcohol and tobacco his 
entire life. Photo by Peggy Clark

POP 
CULTURE 
IN 1962
AT THE MOVIES: 
“Lawrence of Arabia,” 
“To Kill a Mockingbird”

ON TV: “Beverly 
Hillbillies,” “The Jetsons,” 
“The Lucy Show”

ON THE RADIO: Elvis 
Presley’s “Return to 
Sender”; Ray Charles’ “I 
Can’t Stop Loving You”

BORN: Actor Tom 
Cruise, actress Jodie 
Foster and heavyweight 
boxing champion Evander 
Holyfield

Ernie W. Webb III is the media 
relations specialist for the Washburn 
University Alumni Association. He 
received a bachelor of arts in mass 
media from Washburn in 1998. Before 
joining	Washburn	in	2011,	Webb	
worked for several newspapers, 
including	The	Topeka	Capital-Journal,	
Tulsa (Okla.) World and Newport News 
(Va.) Daily Press. Follow his blog at 
washburnalumni.wordpress.com. 
Webb can be reached at 785.670.2303 
or ernie.webb@washburn.edu.

OVER THE 
DECADES
WASHBURN’S RECORD BY 
DECADE SINCE THE 1960s:
1960s:	34-56-1	(.378)
1970s:	49-45-2	(.521)
1980s:	44-52	(.458)
1990s:	30-74	(.288)
2000s:	62-51	(.549)
2010s:	25-11	(.694)

UNDER SCHURIG
Overall:	79-48	(.622)
Conference:	64-39	(.621)
Home:	41-21	(.661)
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1960s 
James Durnil, bba ’64, 

Arp, Texas, was honored by 

the National Rural Electric 

Cooperative Association 

International earlier this  

year. He was vice president  

of the organization from 1997 

to 2004.

Gary Peer, ba ’63, 

Stephenville, Texas, is the 

interim provost and vice 

president of academic affairs 

at Texas A&M University, 

Commerce. He played football 

at Washburn and was named an 

Alumni Fellow in 2010.

Harold Ralston, bs ’67, 

Augusta, Kan., and wife Linda 

(Gould) Ralston, ba ’67, are 

retired and spend four months a 

year at their home in Red River, 

N.M. Harold was a member of 

Phi Delta Theta at Washburn, 

while Linda participated in 

Kappa Alpha Theta, Nonoso 

and Phi Kappa Phi.

Don Snoddy, ba ’69, Omaha, 

Neb., works for Union Pacific 

Railroad and has worked for 

the Nebraska State Historical 

Society and Douglas (Neb.) 

County Historical Society. 

He was a member of Young 

Republicans while at 

Washburn.

1970s
Pat Cahill, jd ’76, Leavenworth, 

Kan., is an attorney in a 

private practice. He served as a 

prosecutor for 25 years.

Gene Johnson, m ed ’75, 

Overland Park, Kan., is the 

superintendent of the Shawnee 

Mission School District. He  

has worked in the school district 

26 years.

Judge Christel E. (Trolenberg) 

Marquardt, jd ’74, Topeka, 

is retiring in January from 

the Kansas Court of Appeals. 

Before being appointed to 

the bench, she practiced law 

for 21 years and was the first 

female president of the Kansas 

Bar Association. Marquardt 

was managing editor of the 

law journal and is a former 

Washburn University regent 

and trustee of the Washburn 

University Foundation.

Patricia (Patzkowsky) Nida, 

bs ’73, Alva, Okla., is a social 

worker with Share Medical 

Center in Alva. Nida was a 

member of Delta Gamma while 

at Washburn.

Kent Oliver, ba ’77, Nashville, 

Tenn., is the director of the 

Nashville (Tenn.) Public 

Library.

Carl “Bill” Ossmann, jd ’77, 

Topeka, was appointed to the 

third judicial district of Kansas 

by Gov. Sam Brownback. 

He previously served as chief 

litigation attorney for the 

Department of Aging and 

Disability Services. Ossmann 

is an adjunct instructor at the 

School of Law.

David Rebein, ba ’77, Dodge 

City, Kan., was selected as 

chairman of the board of 

directors for the Legacy of 

Justice Foundation. He is a 

partner in Rebein Bangerter 

Rebein P.A. He was a member 

of Phi Kappa Phi at Washburn.

Gaylord Sanneman, bba ’75, 

Sublette, Kan., was elected 

vice commander of the Kansas 

American Legion. He recently 

retired after 28 years at Sublette 

Cooperative Inc., including 

six years as CEO and general 

manager.

Gary Showalter, bba ’74, 

Bothell, Wash., is the managing 

broker of a real estate company. 

He was a member of Delta 

Sigma Psi and played football 

while at Washburn.

Wayne Walker, ba ’76, 

Overland Park, Kan., received 

the 2012 Oatman Award for 

sales management and sales 

mentoring from the Kansas 

Association of Broadcasters. 

He has been the general 

sales manager at Entercom 

Broadcasting and KCSP 610 

Sports Radio for 14 years. 

Walker played football while at 

Washburn.

Meryl D. Wilson, jd ’74, 

Manhattan, Kan., was 

appointed chief judge of the 21st 

Judicial District, which includes 

Clay and Riley counties. He was 

a district judge from 1997 until 

this appointment.

1980s
Judy (Harris) Coder, b music 

’84, Topeka, is a professional 

Western and Americana 

singer. She was a member 

of Phi Mu Alpha while at 

Washburn.

Caroline Cunningham, ba 

’85, Topeka, is a mortgage 

loan underwriter at BNC 

National Bank. She was a 

member of Zeta Tau Alpha 

while at Washburn.

Elizabeth Ensley Deiter, 

ba ’81, Sabetha, Kan., is the 

magistrate judge of the 22nd 

District Court in northeast 

Kansas. She was a member of 

Kappa Alpha Theta, Nonoso 

and student council at 

Washburn.

Robert Eye, jd ’80, Lawrence, 

Kan., is an attorney at 

CLASS NOTES
Submit your news online at washburn.edu/alumni-friends/ichabod-communications/class-notes.html, post it on 
Facebook at facebook.com/washburnalumni, or email wualumni@washburn.edu. The deadline for the April 2013 
edition of the magazine is Jan. 18. You can read more class notes on Facebook and Twitter at twitter.com/washburn.edu.
.

*Dues-paid Alumni Association members are highlighted in blue.

FINAL FRONTIER: WASHBURN’S HOMECOMING
By Ernie W. Webb III • ernie.webb@washburn.edu

Homecoming blasted off with the 
Washburn Student Government 
Association’s Centennial Ball on Oct. 
22 and landed on Oct. 27 when king 
Bear Hollins, Kansas City, Mo., and 
queen Madelyne Martin, Augusta, 
Kan., were crowned.
 In between those events were a 
number of activities throughout the 
week, ranging from a Say Cheez photo 
booth to the Yell Like Hell pep rally. 
The theme for Homecoming was 2012 
Washburn Odyssey: Bods in Space.
 The Alumni Association hosted an 
Alumni Fellows reunion reception, 
Fellows luncheon and After Hours on 
Oct. 26, followed by a tailgate before 
the Homecoming game against 
Northwest Missouri State University, 
Maryville, on Oct. 27.
 “Homecoming is one of the great 
traditions at universities, Washburn 
included,” said President Jerry Farley. 
“It’s particularly special in a place 

like Topeka where the community 
has a close connection to the 
university.”
 The festivities on Oct. 27 included 
a parade around campus. Winners 
of the float contest were: Greek, 
Delta Sigma and Sigma Phi Epsilon; 
miscellaneous, Student Leadership 
Council; WU-Wah, Student Life; 
large float, Dancing Blues; and mini-
float, Washburn Players.
 The Alumni Fellows luncheon 
Oct. 26 drew more than 170 
alumni and friends to honor seven 
distinguished alumni. Those honored 
were: Bradley E. Haddock, School 
of Law; Ron W. Marshall, School of 
Applied Studies; Glenn E. Nierman, 
College of Arts and Sciences; Eric R. 
Slusser, School of Business; Robert 
E. Stephens, College of Arts and 
Sciences; Carla D. Walker, College 
of Arts and Sciences; and Carol L. 
Wheeler, School of Nursing.

Homecoming	queen	Madelyne	Martin	and	king	Bear	Hollins	were	honored	
Oct. 27 during halftime of Washburn’s game against Northwest Missouri 
State University.

FLOAT 
WINNERS
GREEK: 1, Delta Gamma/Sigma 
Phi Epsilon; 2, Alpha Phi/Delta Chi/
Alpha Delta; 3, Zeta Tau Alpha/
Kappa Sigma.

MISCELLANEOUS: 1, Student 
Leadership Council.

WU-WAH: 1, Student Life; 2, 
Running Club.

LARGE FLOAT: 1, Dancing 
Blues; 2, Washburn Tech.

MINI-FLOAT: 1, Washburn 
Players; 2, What Up; 3, HALO.

COLORING 
CONTEST 
WINNERS
4-AND-UNDER:	 
Kyra	Madrigal-Carrasco.

5-9: Clara Dressman.

10-14: Kelsey Pearl.

15-18: Tabea Hahre.

19-AND-OVER:	 
Kelsey Thiessen.
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ONLINE
For more on Homecoming, 
log onto washburn.edu/
homecoming or washburn.
edu/alumni and facebook.com/
washburnuniversityhomecoming.



ALUMNA CREATINg A LEgACy  
TO HONOR HER fATHER
By Kathy Busch • kbusch@wufoundation.org

Marianne Webb, ba ’58, doesn’t have many 

memories	of	her	father,	Samuel	Webb,	jd	’36.	He	

died suddenly at the age of 45 when Marianne and 

her twin sister Peggy were 5 – five years after he 

graduated from Washburn's School of Law. 

Now, 70 years later, Webb is honoring her 

father’s memory by establishing the Samuel Earl 

Webb Law Scholarship endowed fund with an estate 

gift of $360,000. 

“I have known for many years that I owed a 

huge debt of gratitude for my career and my life,” 

Webb said. “My father died when we were 5, and 

then mother when we were 15. We didn’t have 

any money and our grandparents were elderly and 

without much income.”

Lack of financial resources did not deter the 

Webb twins from pursuing their dreams of a music 

education at Washburn. At an early age, Marianne 

wanted to be a professor and Peggy wanted to teach 

music. When they were students at Topeka High, they 

met Marie Moore, dean of women at Washburn. 

“She was such an advocate for us,” Marianne 

said. “She counseled us through high school after 

our mother died. She went out of her way to search 

for scholarships so we could come to Washburn. We 

wouldn’t have been able to go to college if it weren’t 

for her help.”

Webb has had a distinguished career. She 

graduated from Washburn summa cum laude with 

a degree in music education. She went on to earn a 

master’s degree at the University of Michigan, Ann 

Arbor, where she graduated with distinction.

Webb was awarded a Fulbright Scholarship in 

1961, which allowed her to study in Paris, France, 

under André Marchal, a world renowned master of 

the organ at the time.

In	1965,	Webb	accepted	a	job	at	Southern	Illinois	

University, Carbondale, to build the school’s organ 

department. She is an internationally recognized 

organ performer and teacher and has received 

numerous awards. 

“I owe everything to Washburn,” she said. 

“The university helped set the foundation for both 

of our wonderful careers. Washburn provided four 

years of scholarship assistance for Peggy and me 

at a time when we had no money of our own.  We 

would not have been able to go to college if it 

weren’t for Washburn. I have always wanted to 

repay the university for giving us the chance to 

obtain an education which led to such wonderful 

and fulfilling careers.”

Webb chose to give back to Washburn by 

creating an endowed scholarship that will provide full 

Kansas resident tuition for a law student for many 

years to come.

“This scholarship in my father’s name will create a 

permanent memory of him,” she said. “His name will 

live on with this scholarship.” 
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Kauffman & Eye in Topeka. 

He served as an assistant 

attorney general from 1982 

to 1984 and general counsel 

for the Kansas Department of 

Health and Environment from 

1991 to 1993.

Shari Feist Albrecht, jd 

’84, Topeka, was appointed 

to the Kansas Corporation 

Commission by Gov. Sam 

Brownback. She is the associate 

chief counsel for the Kansas 

Department of Health and 

Environment.

Bradley Frigon, jd ’81, 

Littleton, Colo., is a special 

needs content co-editor for 

ElderCounsel.

Marjorie (Neibling) Hinton, 

bba ’87, Cave Creek, Ariz., 

retired from the Mayo Clinic 

Arizona and is an organist 

at The Church at Litchfield 

Park. She was a member of 

the Accounting Society and 

Omicron Delta Epsilon while 

at Washburn.

David K. Holmes, jd ’83, 

Alexandria, Va., is an attorney 

at Santos, Postal & Company 

P.C. He previously practiced 

law in Wichita, Kan.

Kevin B. Johnson, jd ’81, 

Emporia, Kan., is the general 

counsel and a professor in the 

School of Business at Emporia 

State University.

Cynthia Sheppeard-Langston, 

ba ’81, jd ’84, Topeka, was 

included in Best Lawyers in 

America 2013 in the field of 

product liability defense.

Gregory Shevlin, jd ’88, 

Belleville, Ill., is the president 

of the Illinois Trial Lawyers 

Association and a partner 

in the firm Cook, Ysursa, 

Bartholomew, Brauer & 

Shevlin. Shevlin was notes 

editor of the Law Journal while 

at Washburn.

Pamela (Ridgeway) Simecka, 

bba ’87, bba ’88, Topeka, 

served as interim city manager 

of Topeka earlier this year.

Jeff Stone, ba ’83, Greendale, 

Wis., is a representative in the 

Wisconsin State Assembly. He 

was a member of Phi Kappa 

Phi while at Washburn.

Arlene (Eagan) Talbert, b ed 

’85, Olathe, Kan., is a physical 

education and computer 

teacher at Holy Name Catholic 

School. She was a member of 

Alpha Phi while at Washburn.

Shari Wilson, ba ’88, Kansas 

City, Kan., owns Project 

Central LLC, a company that 

provides project management, 

grant writing, event planning 

and group facilitation services 

in education, environment 

and healthy communities. 

She was a member of Nonoso, 

Phi Alpha Theta and Young 

Democrats at Washburn.

1990s
Marc Bennett, jd ’95, Cheney, 

Kan., is the Sedgwick County 

district attorney.

Sean Bird, ba ’91, Rossville, 

Kan., was promoted to assistant 

dean of libraries at Washburn.

Linda (Walker) Bott, bsn ’96, 

msn ’10, Palmer, Kan., is a 

nurse at the Marysville (Kan.) 

Clinic. She was a member 

of Phi Kappa Phi while at 

Washburn.

*Dues-paid Alumni Association members are highlighted in blue.

PROFILE
DURST NAMED CHAIRMAN Of LLS BOARD 
By Ernie W. Webb III • ernie.webb@washburn.edu

Tim Durst, ba ’84, Dallas, Texas, was elected chairman of the national board of 

directors of The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society (LLS). Durst, who was honored 

as an Alumni Fellow in 2010, began his term as chairman on July 1. 

    “I am honored that my colleagues on the board have elected me to this 

position,” Durst said. “I look forward to doing everything I can to help advance the LLS mission.”

The Ulysses, Kan., native is a partner at Baker Botts LLP, specializing in complex litigation matters, 

including business, intellectual property and energy litigation. He has been recognized as a Texas Super Lawyer 

and as a leading lawyer in the area of Intellectual Property by Legal 500.

Durst has served LLS in numerous capacities ranging from vice chairman of the national board of directors 

to pro bono legal representation.

As chairman, he will preside over meetings of the board of directors; work to establish and implement 

strategies,	goals	and	objectives;	and	represent	LLS	in	various	public	and	private	settings.

Durst is a trustee of the Washburn University Foundation. While at Washburn, he was a member of Alpha 

Delta, Pi Kappa Delta, Phi Kappa Phi, Pi Sigma Alpha, Sagamore and Student Council. He also participated in 

debate and was on the Washburn Review staff. 

Marianne and Peggy Webb, at age 3, with their 
father Samuel Earl Webb. Marianne, who received 
a bachelor of arts from Washburn in 1958, is 
honoring her father’s memory by establishing a 
scholarship in his name. Photo Submitted
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a girl, Zoe Leighann, on June 

14. Jami is a field marketing 

manager at NPC International.

Brooke (West) Connell, 

ba ’04, Lenexa, Kan., and 

Kipp Connell, ba ’04, bba 

’04, a boy, Chance Anderson, 

on March 1. Brooke works 

in marketing and public 

relations at Midwest 

Transplant Network, 

and Kipp is a computer 

programmer/systems analyst 

with the Lawrence Police 

Department.

Karli (Bartlow) Davis, ba 

’06, Platte City, Mo., and 

Ande Davis, ba ’06, a boy, 

Felix Faulkner, on June 28. 

Ande is an English instructor 

at Northwest Missouri State 

University, Maryville.

2010s
Travis Adams, aa ’12, 

Oskaloosa, Kan., is a police 

officer in Valley Falls, Kan.

Ed Aldrine II, ba ’12, 

Topeka, is a security officer at 

Stormont Vail HealthCare.

Kaitlin Alegria, ba ’12, 

Topeka, is attending 

Washburn’s School of Law.

Lora Biesenthal, ba ’11, 

Wheaton, Kan., is teaching 

at the English Language 

Institute of China. She was 

a member of the Leadership 

Institute, Psi Chi, Phi Kappa 

Phi, Nonoso, LinC and the 

Christian Challenge while at 

Washburn.

Carolina Blair Gomez, 

ma ’12, Topeka, is a staff 

clinician at Family Service 

and Guidance Center.

Matthew Britton, bhs 

’11, Lawrence, Kan., is a 

magnetic resonance imaging 

technologist at Lawrence 

Memorial Hospital.

Robert Burkett, ba ’12, Iola, 

Kan., is a reporter for the Iola 

Register.

Lane Frymire, jd ’10, Liberal, 

Kan., is an attorney. He was 

the articles editor of the Law 

Journal.

Jenna Gatz, as ’12, Preston, 

Kan., is a certified physical 

therapist assistant at Hutchinson 

Regional Medical Center.

Amanda Haas, jd ’11, Wichita, 

Kan., is an attorney at Morris 

Laing Evans Brock & Kennedy. 

She was a member of Moot 

Court and Law Democrats.

Anthony Hudson, m ed ’11, 

Larned, Kan., is a sixth-grade 

math teacher.

Megan Keller, ba ’11, 

Wichita, Kan., works for BH 

Management. She was a member 

of Kappa Alpha Theta and 

Sigma Tau Delta at Washburn. 

Breanna Lewis, ba ’12, Topeka, 

competed in July in the European 

Global Challenge in Pula, 

Croatia, playing on one of six 

American volleyball teams against 

eight European teams. She was an 

All-American hitter on the Lady 

Blues volleyball team.

Erika Lucero, ba ’11, Topeka, 

is the convention sales manager 

at Visit Topeka Inc. She was 

a member of Zeta Tau Alpha 

and played tennis while at 

Washburn.

Tammy Miles-Edwards, bpa 

’12, Topeka, is a state auditor 

for the Kansas Department of 

Labor.

Morgan Schaeffer, ba ’10, 

Mission, Kan., was promoted 

to public relations account 

executive for GlynnDevins 

Advertising and Marketing in 

Overland Park, Kan. She was 

a member of the Leadership 

Institute while at Washburn.

Bryan Schmutz, ba ’11, 

Roeland Park, Kan., is the 

marketing coordinator for the 

Jewish Community Center 

of Greater Kansas City. He 

played baseball and football at 

Washburn.

weddings

Valerie Caviglia, ba ’10, 

Fort Wayne, Ind., and Jacob 

Gough, mba ’10, Fort Wayne, 

Ind., on June 9 in Fort Wayne. 

She is the online editor for 

KPC Media Group Inc.

Paje Routhier, ba ’12, Topeka, 

and Tim Resner, ba ’08, jd 

’11, on Aug. 3 in Wichita. 

She is a contract lobbyist with 

Hein Law Firm, and he is an 

associate attorney with Frieden, 

Unrein and Forbes.

friends

ANNIVERSARY

Janet Nuzman, Silver Lake, 

Kan., and Carl Nuzman 

celebrated their 60th wedding 

anniversary on Aug. 23. She 

taught at Washburn for 33 

years and coached five women’s 

teams for the Lady Blues.

Ashley (Howard) Charest, ba 

’99, mba ’06, Topeka, is the 

vice president of client relations 

for Centric Management and 

Consulting. She was a member 

of Kappa Alpha Theta and the 

Washburn Review staff.

Christian Cupp, ba ’96, Scott 

City, Kan., was named president 

of the Kansas Academy of 

Family Physicians. A physician 

at Scott County Hospital, Cupp 

was a member of Sagamore 

and the Washburn Student 

Government Association while 

at Washburn.

Debra Goodrich Bisel, ba ’96, 

Topeka, authored the book “The 

Civil War in Kansas: Ten Years 

of Turmoil.” She consults on 

media training at the Command 

and General Staff College, Fort 

Leavenworth.

Kirk Haskins, ba ’93, Topeka, 

was appointed to the board 

of trustees for MBA Research 

and Curriculum Center and 

the board of directors for 

Kansas Council on Economic 

Education. He played football 

while at Washburn.

Donald Hudson, bs ’90, 

Lewisburg, Pa., is the warden 

at the federal correctional 

institution in Ray Brook, N.Y.

Priti Lakhani, ba ’91, Topeka, is 

a podiatrist. She participates in 

the Operation Onesie program, 

which supplies mothers in need 

with baby clothing and medical 

assistance. Lakhani was a 

member of Nonoso and the Kaw 

while at Washburn.

Rhonda (Stoddard) Lassiter, 

aa ’95, Topeka, is assistant to 

the executive vice president at 

CoreFirst Bank & Trust. She is 

president of the Kaw Chapter, 

International Association of 

Administrative Professionals, 

and was recently honored as 

member of the year.

Anne (Johnson) Mead, ba 

’99, Memphis, Tenn., is an 

attorney. She was vice president 

of the Washburn Student 

Government Association.

Jason Monteleone, jd ’96, 

Boise, Idaho, is president 

of the Idaho Trial Lawyers 

Association and is a founding 

partner of Johnson & 

Monteleone. He was a member 

of Phi Alpha Delta and the 

Moot Court Council at 

Washburn.

Bill White, jd ’93, Joplin, 

Mo., is a state representative in 

Missouri.

Kevin Wohler, ba ’90, mls ’04, 

Lawrence, Kan., was promoted 

to senior interactive copywriter 

at Intouch Solutions, a digital 

marketing agency in Overland 

Park, Kan.

2000s
Nicholas Barnes, b ed ’09, 

Valley Center, Kan., is a 

physical education teacher, 

high school assistant football 

coach and high school baseball 

coach in the Valley Center 

school district. He played 

baseball while at Washburn.

Krystle (Barthol) Gaswick, 

bs ’09, Dodge City, Kan., is 

a physical education teacher 

and head volleyball coach at 

Dodge City High School. 

She also coaches track and 

was a member of the Athletic 

Trainers Society while at 

Washburn.

Nathan Gaswick, bba ’09, 

Dodge City, Kan., is a teacher 

in the business department at 

Dodge City High School and 

serves as an assistant football 

coach. He was a member of Phi 

Kappa Phi and played football 

while at Washburn.

France Hoang, mcj ’00, 

Alexandria, Va., is an attorney 

and clerk for a district court 

circuit judge in Washington, D.C.

Julie D. Holmes, ba 

’01, Wichita, Kan., is the 

graduation coordinator at the 

Barton School of Business 

Advising Center at Wichita 

State University.

Lindsay Holtz, ba ’08, 

El Paso, Texas, has been 

designated a certified 

consultant by the Association 

for Applied Sport Psychology. 

Holtz is a performance 

enhancement specialist in the 

Comprehensive Soldier Fitness 

program at Fort Bliss. She 

was a member of Washburn 

Student Government 

Association.

Kenneth B. Howard, bba’06, 

Mission, Kan., works for the 

State Street Corporation.

Jeff Kready, b music ’04, New 

York, N.Y., has performed 

on Broadway and will be 

featured in the Topeka Festival 

Singers' March 2013 concert 

“Homeward Bound.” 

Jeremiah Platt, jd ’06, 

Manhattan, Kan., is a defense 

attorney. He was a member 

of the student division of the 

Kansas Bar Association while 

at Washburn.

Andrea (Munroe) Reed, 

jd ’00, Wichita, Kan., is a 

psychologist at Prairie View Inc.

Sabrina Sullivan, jd ’06, 

Houston, Texas, is the founder 

of the Law Office of Sabrina R. 

Sullivan. She was a member of 

the Hispanic-American Law 

Student Association and the 

student division of the Kansas 

Trial Lawyers Association. 

Sullivan also was an intern in 

the law clinic.

Keen Umbehr, jd ’05, Alma, 

Kan., is an attorney.

weddings

Jacob Hollenbeck, bsn ’08, 

Durham, N.C., and Kristi 

Rau, on Dec. 17, 2011. He is 

a cardiac intensive care unit 

nurse at Duke University.

Emily Richardson, bba ’05, 

Issaquah, Wash., and John 

Ahern, in August. She is a 

territory manager for Hormel 

Foods in Seattle and was a 

member of Nonoso and the 

Leadership Institute while at 

Washburn.

Amy Taylor, jd ’08, Salina, 

Kan., and Jim Norton, on Sept. 

22. She is an assistant county 

attorney in Saline County and 

was a member of Moot Court 

Council while at Washburn.

births

Jami (Torske) Bond, bba ’04, 

Gardner, Kan., and Josh Bond, 
*Dues-paid Alumni Association members are highlighted in blue.
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1930s
Eileen (Metz) Miles Charbo, 

bba ’35, 101, Santa Fe, N.M., 

on July 15. She worked for 

Southwestern Bell, the Kansas 

Historical Library and in 

the administrative offices of 

Houston, Texas, heart surgeon 

Michael DeBakey. She was a 

member of Nonoso while at 

Washburn. Survivors include 

son Marc Miles, ba ’65, and 

daughter-in-law Kathleen 

(Herynk) Miles, ba ’65, both 

of San Dia, N.M.

Adella (Robb) Shafer, ba ’30, 

105, San Francisco, Calif., on July 

20. She taught English, Latin and 

drama at Washburn High School 

before serving as a counselor and 

English teacher at Tracy (Calif.) 

High School. Shafer graduated 

magna cum laude.

Valerie (Whitcomb) Valaas, 

ba ’38, 93, Wenatchee, 

Wash., on Aug. 27. She was 

a foreign language teacher at 

Wenatchee High School. While 

at Washburn, Valaas was a 

member of Kappa Alpha Theta, 

Nonoso, Phi Kappa Phi and 

Washburn Student Government 

Association.

1940s
Marjorie Jeanne (Darby) Britt, 

ba ’49, 85, Highlands, Texas, 

on Aug. 4. She was a longtime 

educator in the Galena Park and 

Sheldon school districts in Texas. 

Britt was on the Kaw yearbook 

staff while at Washburn.

Mary (Keller) Joyce, jd ’48, 

93, Jacksonville, Fla., on June 

14. She practiced law in Kansas 

City, Kan., and was a member 

of the Kansas Bar Association 

for 50 years. Survivors include 

a great-nephew, Eric Blevins, 

bs ’01, m cj ’03, jd ’06, Prairie 

Village, Kan.

John J. Merryman, ba ’47, 90, 

Topeka, on Aug. 4. He served in 

the Army Medical Corps during 

World War II, achieving the 

rank of first lieutenant, before 

embarking on a 40-year career as 

a high school history teacher and 

coach at Highland Park High 

School. He was a member of the 

school’s Hall of Fame. Survivors 

include daughter Becky 

(Merryman) Mitarotondo, 

bsn ’83, Olathe, Kan.

Dorothy (Egner) Ogan, 

b music ’49, 83, Honolulu, 

Hawaii, on April 26. She was 

a featured soloist and cantor at 

Temple Emanu-el Synagogue in 

Honolulu and performed with 

the Tulsa Symphony Chorus, 

Honolulu Chorale, Honolulu 

Symphony Chorus and the 

Don Allton Singers. Ogan also 

taught high school music and 

provided piano lessons. She 

was a member of Phi Mu Alpha 

while at Washburn. Survivors 

include husband Billy Ogan, 

ba ’50, Honolulu.

Peggy (Ralson) Shelton 

Sheffel, ba ’40, 94, Topeka, 

on July 7. She worked at the 

Menninger Clinic and taught at 

Topeka High School from 1962 

to 1983. She was an honorary 

member of the Sagamore 

Society, and a member of 

Delta Gamma, Phi Kappa 

Phi, Nonoso and the Quill 

Club at Washburn. Survivors 

include husband Irving Sheffel, 

honorary doctorate ’87, Topeka, 

and daughters Mary (Shelton) 

Madden, ba ’76, Topeka, and 

Sara (Shelton) Cocolis, b ed 

’76, m ed ’93, Shawnee, Kan.

1950s
Wallace Buck, jd ’58, 81, 

Topeka, on July 21. He was 

an attorney with a private 

practice and worked at the firm 

Probasco & Buck. Survivors 

include wife Emily Buck, ba 

’79, Topeka, and daughter 

Lainie (Buck) Foster, aa ’93, 

and son-in-law Brian Foster, aa 

’93, both of Wakarusa, Kan.

Donald Fletchall, ba ’55, 83, 

Topeka, on July 15. He served 

in the Army during the Korean 

Conflict and spent most of his 

career working in the lumber 

industry.

James Robert Groff, jd ’52, 92, 

Anchorage, Alaska, on June 7. 

He served in the Army, achieving 

the rank of captain, and practiced 

law at the Topeka firm Schroeder, 

Heeney, Groff and Coffman 

from 1955 to 1990. While at 

Washburn, he shared the duties 

of Law Journal editor with former 

presidential candidate Bob Dole, 

ba ’52, jd ’52.

Barbara (Smith) Grubbs, ba 

’56, 82, San Antonio, Texas, 

on Aug. 5. She served in the 

Air Force, achieving the rank 

of second lieutenant. Grubbs 

worked for the Veterans 

Administration Hospital in 

Topeka and was co-owner of 

Grubbs Retail Liquor Store.

Loren Hohman, ba ’55, jd 

’55, 94, Topeka, on July 19. 

He served in the Army during 

World War II and retired 

with the rank of lieutenant 

colonel from the Army Reserve. 

Hohman was a businessman 

in Topeka and a real estate 

entrepreneur in Honolulu, 

Hawaii. Survivors include 

son Loren Hohman Jr., jd 

’74, Chicago; granddaughter 

Christina (Hohman) Sheetz, 

b ed ’96, Topeka; and daughter-

in-law Mary (Frenn) Hohman, 

b ed ’70, Topeka.

Willie Mae (McCoy) Knight, 

ba ’55, 103, Topeka, on July 16. 

She taught in Topeka public 

schools and was a member of 

Alpha Kappa Alpha and Beta 

Upsilon.

Edgar Miner, jd ’51, 85, 

Concord, N.H., on May 24. 

He was a county attorney in 

Hays, Kan., and worked as 

an FBI agent for 20 years in 

Boston and Honolulu. Miner 

IN MEMORY

*Dues-paid Alumni Association members are highlighted in blue.

A view at the front of Mulvane Art Museum, 
which opened for business in 1924.
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Alpha Theta. Survivors include 

daughters Mary Hoover, bba ’75, 

and Ann Hoover, b ed ’74, jd ’77, 

both of Topeka.

Charlotte (Martin) Jones, b ed ’62, 

88, Paxico, Kan., on June 3. She 

was an elementary teacher for 

nearly 40 years at rural schools 

in Nemaha, Dickinson and 

Wabaunsee counties.

Roger Pressgrove, ba ’68, 66, 

Las Cruces, N.M., on May 8. 

He served in the Army from 

1968 to 1970 before working 

in information technology for 

several government contractors. 

Fred Rinner, bba ’63, 78, 

Topeka, on May 19. He served 

in the Army before working 

30 years for Social Security 

Disability with the State of 

Kansas and federal government. 

He was a member of Delta 

Sigma Psi while at Washburn. 

Surivors include son Timothy 

Rinner, ba ’92, Portland, Ore.

Kathleen (Connolly) Rose, b ed ’61, 

m ed ’68, 97, Overbrook, Kan., 

on June 17. She taught 26 years 

at Overbrook Grade School 

before retiring in 1983.

Patricia (Simpson) Settle, bfa ’62, 

73, Port Ludlow, Wash., on May 

11. Settle was the managing 

editor of Seattle Woman 

magazine, worked in marketing 

at a design firm in Seattle and 

had an art studio.

Muriel (Johnson) 

Tochterman, b ed ’65, 80, 

Sagle, Idaho, on June 3. She 

worked as an educator and in 

the family commercial real 

estate business.

1970s
James “Fred” Eisenbarth, 

bba ’74, 60, Overland Park, 

Kan., on June 25. He was an 

account executive for Sprint 

and former president of E&E 

Inc. Eisenbarth was a member 

of Phi Delta Theta and played 

basketball while at Washburn.

Thomas Flett, ba ’77, 64, 

Oklahoma City, Okla., on 

June 15. He was a senior vice 

president at NBC Bank and 

a vice president at Southwest 

Bank and Trust before working 

as a librarian at Southwest 

Oklahoma State University, 

Weatherford.

Keith Hoffman, jd ’76, 62, 

Abilene, Kan., on Aug. 11. He 

was Dickinson County attorney 

for 15 years and had a private 

practice for 14 years. Hoffman 

also served in the Marines 

during the Vietnam War.

Lawrence Ireland, jd ’71, 68, 

Topeka, on July 24. He was an 

Army National Guard veteran, 

serving in Vietnam, where he 

received the combat infantry 

badge. Ireland practiced law for 

more than 30 years before retiring 

in 2006 and was an adjunct 

professor at the law school. 

Survivors include wife Linda 

(Woodall) Ireland, ba ’81, 

Topeka, and brother Michael 

Ireland, jd ’81, Holton, Kan.

Denise (Land) Kaff, b ed ’76, 

57, Overbrook, Kan., on June 13. 

She taught third grade at Berryton 

(Kan.) Elementary, retiring after 

32 years of service in 2009.

Betty (Capers) Powell, bs ’73, 

77, Carol Stream, Ill., on Aug. 

8. She worked as a psychiatric 

technician at Topeka State 

Hospital and at Family Service 

and Guidance Center for more 

than 20 years.

Charles E. “Ed” Robertson, 

bba ’76, 71, Topeka, on Sept. 2. 

He served in the Navy from 

1966 to 1970 and worked at 

The Topeka Capital-Journal for 

35 years, retiring as production 

manager in 2006.

Stan Singleton, ba ’75, jd ’78, 

58, Hutchinson, Kan., on 

May 18. He was a captain in 

the Air Force, later serving as 

an attorney. Singleton was a 

municipal court judge in Derby, 

Kan., and city attorney in 

Mulvane, Kan., and Park City, 

Kan. He was a member of the 

Air Force ROTC at Washburn.

1980s
Michael Fitzgerald, as ’86, 

56, Topeka on July 16. He was 

a respiratory therapist and 

worked at the medical centers 

in Overland Park and Shawnee 

Mission, Kan. Fitzgerald was a 

member of Tau Kappa Epsilon.

Vickie Moore, ba ’86, 61, 

Topeka, on Aug. 27. She worked 

as a mental health technician 

for more than 20 years.

Michael Whitaker, aa ’85, 61, 

Fort Worth, Texas, on May 25. 

He was a consulting systems 

developer for technology services 

at Burlington Northern Santa Fe 

Railway for more than 30 years.

James R. Young, bgs ’89, 75, 

Topeka, on Aug. 28. He served 

in the Marines before working 

at Kansas Secured Title and 

Southwestern Bell Telephone 

Company.

1990s
Beverly Jean (Roberts) Bame, 

aas ’99, bas ’02, 52, Topeka, 

on June 28. She was a drug and 

alcohol counselor for Mirror Inc. 

Counseling in Lawrence, Kan.

Kathryn (Grau) Caviness, 

ba ’97, 37, Soldier, Kan., 

on Aug. 15. She worked for 

Social and Rehabilitation 

Services in Topeka.

Gerald Hughes, aa ’92, 83, 

Perry, Kan., on May 17. After 

serving in the Navy during 

the Korean Conflict, he was 

a member of the 9th Street 

River City AA Group and 

Bricklayers Union.

Melissa (Simkins) Wright, b ed ’93, 

42, Havensville, Kan., on July 

20. She was a preschool teacher 

in Onaga, Kan., and worked for 

the Holton Co-op.

2000s
Richard C. Cook, certificate, 

medical information coding 

’05, 39, Media, Pa., on July 2. 

He was a health information 

management supervisor 

at Kindred Hospital in 

Philadelphia, Pa.

Patricia (Schoenberger) 

Herin, bs ’06, 61, Overbrook, 

Kan., on Aug. 28. She worked 

for KVC Behavioral Health 

Services and St. Francis 

Community Services.

finished his career teaching 

law and communications at 

the FBI Academy in Quantico,  

Va. He was a member of Delta 

Theta Phi and editor of the Law 

Journal while at Washburn.

Daryl Pierson, bba ’54, 

82, Topeka, on Aug. 22. He 

served in the Air Force before 

working as an administrator for 

government contractors. Pierson 

was a member of Kappa Sigma 

while at Washburn.

Marge (Tetrick) Rodrick, b 

ed ’58, 75, Independence, Kan., 

on May 31. She worked as a 

domestic engineer at the Storage 

Place and was a Washburn 

University Foundation trustee. 

While at Washburn, Rodrick 

was a Whiting Scholar and a 

member of Nonoso, Phi Kappa 

Phi, Who’s Who Among 

Students at American Colleges 

and Universities. Survivors 

include husband Larry Rodrick, 

bba ’58, Independence.

Donald Schnacke, jd ’57, 84, 

Topeka, on May 21. He was 

a Marine, serving in World 

War II. He worked as an 

engineer with the U.S. 

Department of Defense, 

Phillips Petroleum Company 

and the Topeka firm Van 

Doren, Hazard, Stallings and 

Schnacke. He was executive 

vice president of the Kansas 

Independent Oil and Gas 

Association.

Glenn Swank, ba ’50, 95, 

Topeka, on July 11. He was 

employed by the Kansas 

Department of Revenue and 

Department of Transportation 

for 39 years, and farmed in 

Meriden, Kan., for 55 years. 

Survivors include daughter 

Deborah Swank, ba ’78, 

Topeka; and sons Gregory 

Swank, bs ’76, Plano, Texas; 

and Paul Swank, bs ’82, 

Topeka.

1960s
D. Keith Anderson, ba ’63, jd 

’67, 72, Valley Center, Kan., on 

June 15. Anderson was a district 

court judge from 1977 to 2001. 

He worked on the Law Journal 

while at Washburn.

Charles Andrews Jr., ba ’69, jd 

’72, 65, Topeka, on July 5. He 

was an attorney with a private 

practice from 1972 to 1990 and 

served as a Shawnee County 

district judge from 1990 to 

2012. Andrews was a member of 

Kappa Sigma, Delta Theta Phi 

and an intern in the law clinic 

while at Washburn. Survivors 

include wife Susan Andrews, jd 

’86, Topeka.

John J. Brooks, bs ’63, 79, 

Goldsboro, N.C., on Oct. 20, 

2011. He served in the Air Force 

for 25 years, retiring with the rank 

of major. Brooks owned Rohr 

Tire after his military career.

Mary Jo (Corrigan) Bryant,  

b ed ’69, 64, Topeka, on May 

29. An educator for more than 

40 years, Bryant taught at 

Bishop Elementary School and 

Jardine Middle School. Survivors 

include husband Harry Bryant, 

b ed ’74.

Janet (Sowers) Duckworth, 

b ed ’66, 68, Bellevue, Neb., on 

July 5. 

JoElaine Heaven, bs ’68, jd 

’77, 66, Coffeyville, Kan., on 

June 19. She worked at the 

Kansas Appeals Court before 

opening a law firm in Topeka.

Leo Holzhuter, bs ’86, 72, 

Overbrook, Kan., on June 8. 

He served as headmaster at 

a secondary school in British 

Honduras, as a social worker at 

the Menninger Foundation and 

as the director of Catholic Social 

Services of Topeka. Survivors 

include wife Rosemary 

(Hughes) Holzhuter, m ed ’67, 

Overbrook.

Margaret (Mulloy) Hoover, 

b ed ’69, 90, Topeka, on Aug. 2. 

She was an elementary school 

teacher in Topeka from 1969 

to 1986. While at Washburn, 

Hoover was a member of Kappa 

*Dues-paid Alumni Association members are highlighted in blue.

IN MEMORY  
BRUCE gARVEy COCHENER, WASHBURN UNIVERSITY FOUNDATION TRUSTEE, 
68, WICHITA, ON AUG. 20 
A	third-generation	member	of	the	Garvey	family,	Cochener	continued	his	family’s	support	of	Washburn	

early	in	2012,	expanding	the	Garvey	Competitive	Scholarship	Fund	with	a	major	gift	to	the	university. 

    Though he wasn’t a Washburn alumnus, he carried on the Garvey tradition of giving that 

includes the scholarship fund, Garvey Fine Arts Center and Ruth Garvey Fink Convocation Hall. 

     Cochener served in the Marines from 1966 to 1968, including active duty in Vietnam, before founding Computer Inc. 

(now	KeyCentrix)	in	1970.	He	co-founded	InnVentures	Inc.	in	1982,	before	moving	to	CGF	Industries	in	1997.	At	CGF,	he	

was the president, CEO and director and chairman of the board. 

     Cochener was a certified professional photographer, Boy Scout leader, private pilot, Master Scuba Diver and a trustee of 

the Washburn University Foundation, the Bruce G. Cochener Foundation and Cochener Family Foundation. 

					Survivors	include	wife	Nancy	Cochener;	sons	Richard	Cochener	and	John	Cochener;	daughters	Donna	Cochener-

Metcalfe and Deanna Cochener; six grandchildren; and sisters Diana (Cochener) Broze and Caroline Cochener Bonesteel.
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Daniel McMillin, bas ’06, 

63, Topeka, on May 20. He 

served in the Marines and 

worked as a funeral director 

and as a therapist at Clarence 

Kelley Youth Services.

2010s
Kahlyn Heine, b ed ’12, 22, 

Topeka, on Sept. 8. She was 

a special education teacher in 

the Shawnee Heights School 

District in Tecumseh. Heine 

was a member of Future 

Alumni Network, Mortar 

Board and the Washburn 

Education Association.

friends

Lila (Rienhart) Gaddis, 72, 

Topeka, on June 19. She was a 

secretary in the School of Law.

Joseph Hewitt, 64, Mount 

Vernon, Mo., on May 7. He 

worked in automation and the 

computer lab at the law library.

Marjorie (McConnell) 

Hunt, 88, Topeka, on June 

12. She was the founder of the 

Washburn University Retired 

Secretaries organization as 

an administrative assistant 

in the office of the university 

treasurer. Survivors include son 

Mark Hunt, ba ’71; daughter 

Diane (Hunt) Schafer, ba 

’74; and grandson Andrew 

Schafer, ba ’10, all of Topeka.

*Dues-paid Alumni Association members are highlighted in blue.

IN MEMORY
ALICE MAE (ADAM) yOUNg, DEAN Of NURSINg, 75, LAS VEGAS, 

NEV., ON JULY 6

Young was instrumental in the establishment of a nursing 

program at Washburn in 1973, serving as director for 11 years. 

In 1982, she was named the founding dean of the School of 

Nursing, after the School was deemed a freestanding unit of the 

university by the Kansas Legislature.

Young, a dean emerita and professor emerita, retired in 

2000 after 27 years of service in the School of Nursing. In 2004, 

she received the Lilla Day Monroe Award presented to women 

who have distinguished themselves as teachers, instructors, 

administrators or benefactors at Washburn.

“During her tenure, Dean Young taught thousands of 

students and has seen approximately 2,000 students graduate 

and enter the nursing profession,” said President Farley at the 

time of her retirement. “We, and they, all owe her a debt of 

gratitude for her service.”

Her other honors included Career Woman of the Year 2000 from the Sales and Marketing Executives of 

Topeka, the Excellence in Writing Award, the Dean’s Award from Sigma Theta Tau, Red Cross Nurse Award 

and Paragon Award. She also was a member of Nonoso.

Young was an active volunteer with American Red Cross Kansas Capital Area Chapter for 20 years, 

having served as chapter chairwoman and on the board of directors. She was a former president of the 

Rotary Club, served on several outreach ministries for Most Pure Heart of Mary Catholic Church in Topeka, 

and supported numerous civic activities, including the Topeka Symphony Society, Topeka Civic Theatre & 

Academy and Valeo Recovery Center. 

Survivors include sisters Lois Helland, Joyce Burlog, Evelyn McCollough and Mary Herbold; brothers 

Tom Adam, Tim Adam and Jim Adam; three stepchildren; and eight grandchildren.

45 In Memory

The walk along the north side of campus 
will eventually include a view of the 
university’s Welcome Center, which is 
scheduled to be completed in 2015.
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ALUMNI EVENTS
JANUARY
4  After Hours, 5 p.m.
9  Washburn Wednesday, The Other Place, 
 Overland Park, Kan., 5:30 p.m.

FEBRUARY
8  After Hours, 5 p.m.
13  Washburn Wednesday, The Other Place, 
 Overland Park, Kan., 5:30 p.m.
14  Wake Up With Washburn, 
 Marsha Oliver of Mize Houser & Company, 7:30 a.m.
16  Phoenix, Ariz., alumni event, noon 
 (Please check washburn.edu/alumni)
17  Tucson, Ariz., alumni event, noon 

 (Please check washburn.edu/alumni)

MARCH
1  After Hours, 5 p.m.
7-10  MIAA basketball tournament, Kansas City, Mo.
13  Washburn Wednesday, The Other Place, 
 Overland Park, Kan., 5:30 p.m.

APRIL
5  After Hours, 5 p.m.
10  Washburn Wednesday, The Other Place, 
 Overland Park, Kan., 5:30 p.m.
11  Wake Up With Washburn, Steven S. Martin of 
 Blue Cross Blue Shield of Nebraska, 7:30 a.m.
27  Alumni Awards banquet, Washburn Room, 
 Memorial Union, 6 p.m.

Alumni events are in the Bradbury Thompson Alumni Center, unless 
otherwise noted. For more information, including updates on new events, 
visit washburn.edu/alumni.

MULVANE EXHIBITS & EVENTS
THROUGH JAN. 20
“PaintAmerica”
PaintAmerica’s top 100 national traveling exhibition

THROUGH JAN. 27
“Lasting Impressions”
Prints and photographs from the Pruitt Family Collection

THROUGH JAN. 27
“Capturing the Spirit”
Prints by Kenneth M. Adams

FEB. 1 THROUGH MARCH 24
Works by Birger Sandzen
Pieces from Birger Sandzen and the Birger Sandzen 
Memorial Gallery

FEB. 1 THROUGH JUNE 9
“Small Deaths”
Hand-colored photographs by Kate Breakey

FEB. 1 THROUGH JUNE 9
“William L. Haney Rediscovered”
Paintings and prints by William L. Haney

APRIL 5 THROUGH JUNE 9
Art Department Student Exhibit
Annual exhibit featuring works by Washburn art students

Exhibits and events are in the Mulvane Art Museum, located in Garvey Fine Arts 
Center. For more information, call 785.670.1124 or visit washburn.edu/mulvane.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS THEATER EVENTS
FEBRUARY
15-16, 22-23 “Missing You, Metropolis,” 7:30 p.m., a premier staging 

of Washburn graduate Gary Jackson’s poetry
24  “Missing You, Metropolis,” 2 p.m.

APRIL
19-20, 26-27 “Sophocles Electra,” 7:30 p.m., a new version by Nick 

Payne (not recommended for persons under 17 years old due 
to sexual situations, language and violence)

28  “Sophocles Electra,” 2 p.m.

Located at the Andrew J. and Georgia Neese Gray Theatre, Garvey Fine 
Arts Center. For information, call 785.670.1639.

ACADEMICS & STUDENT LIFE
DECEMBER
24-Jan. 1  Winter Break (University closed)

JANUARY
21  Martin Luther King Day (University closed)
25  Washburn Senior Day
26  Leadership Institute spring orientation, Memorial Union
30  Connect & Select: Student organization fair, 
 Memorial Union

FEBRUARY
11  Resume Roadshow, Memorial Union, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
15  Financial aid priority deadline
15  Leadership Institute Scholarship Interview Day, 
 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
18  Washburn Junior Day
19  Spring Career Fair, Lee Arena, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

MARCH
2  Washburn Junior Day
13  Education Interview Day, Memorial Union, 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
14  Topeka Scholarship Reception, Memorial Union, 7 p.m.
18-22  Spring break
30  Washburn Egg Hunt, Memorial Union, 9 a.m.

APRIL
4  Chemistry Day, Memorial Union, 8 a.m.-3 p.m.
5  Washburn Junior Day
13-19  Greek Week
19  Apeiron, Henderson Learning Resources Center, 
 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

25  Shawnee County Scholarship Reception, Memorial Union, 
 7-9:30 p.m.
26  Day of Transformation, Bradbury Thompson Alumni 

Center, 1-2 p.m.
29 -May 3       Success Week

SPECIAL EVENTS
FEBRUARY
3  Big Game Party, Capitol Plaza Hotel
6  Founders Day
6  Lincoln Lecture: Manisha Sinha, “Race and Equality 
 in the Age of Lincoln,” Memorial Union, 7 p.m.
21  Who’s Who Among American Colleges & Universities 

reception, Memorial Union, 6-9 p.m.
22  Kansas Silent Film Festival, White Concert Hall, 
 7 p.m.-10 p.m.
23  Kansas Silent Film Festival, White Concert Hall, 
 10 a.m.-10 p.m.

MARCH
6  15th Annual Legislative Day, Memorial Union, 9 a.m.
7-8  Leadership Challenge Event, Washburn campus
19  Ichabod Scholarship Fund Coaches’ luncheon, featuring 

Steve Anson, Bradbury Thompson Alumni Center, noon

APRIL
11 SOAR Awards reception, Memorial Union, 6 p.m.
16  Employee Recognition Ceremony, 3 p.m.
22  Greek Awards Banquet, Memorial Union, 6 p.m.
23  Leadership Institute Banquet, 6 p.m.
24  Thomas L. King Lecture: William Arnal, University of
 Regina, Saskatchewan, Memorial Union, 7:30 p.m.

SCHOOL OF LAW
FEBRUARY
28  Labor and Employment Law Symposium, Bradbury 

Thompson Alumni Center

MARCH
9  Board of Governors Meeting, School of Law

Unless otherwise noted, School of Law events are at the School of Law.

William L. Haney’s “Apparently Even So”
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A will can give you peace of mind knowing you can secure your  

family’s future and create a legacy for your passion in life.

If you are considering including Washburn University in your estate  

planning, a member of our staff would be happy to visit with you or  

your attorney and provide sample bequest language. Contact us at 

785.670.4483 or go to givetowashburn.org/giftplanning.

“Washburn helped me find my way. It is important to me  
to give back, so I have included Washburn in my estate.”       

JO ANN KLEMMER 
BA ,53

A Will Is the Way

Sculptures on Washburn’s campus have 
become a trademark. This is one is located 

just	northeast	of	Mulvane	Art	Museum.
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BALTIC TRAVELERS
Seventy-eight travelers, including the men’s 
basketball team at Washburn, made the trip to The 
Baltics from Aug. 1 to Aug. 11 during an Alumni 
Association trip.  

Those traveling were Dalton Abel, Mary Adkins, Gary Adkins, Paul 
Ailslieger, Chris Armstrong, Carol Armstrong, Howard Brooks, 
Pam Brooks, Dave Brown, Jackie Brown, Gene Cassell, Bobby 
Chipman, Bob Chipman, Carol Chipman, Tom Cook, Mary Jane 
Cook, Joe Crimmins, Sandy Crimmins, Linda Davis, Elizabeth 
Dwyer, Suzanne Dwyer, Lauren Dwyer, Louise Ecord, Linda Elrod, 
Stewart Entz, Elinor Entz, Caitlin Ferre, Malin Ferre, Loren Ferre, 
Sarah Ferre, Leon Flowers, Ross Freeman, Fern Freeman, Karen 
Garrison, Wes Garrison, Gladys Gigous, Joe Gigous, Rugena Hall, 
Jared Henry, Susie Hoffmann, Lisa Jones, Brenda Kitchen, Steve 
Kitchen, Larry Livingston, Linda Livingston, William McNeill, Mike 
Miller, Barb Miller, Martin Mitchell, Anthony Nocito, Alex North, 
Zach Riggins, Jeanie Schuler, Linda Sheetz, Bryce Simons, Joseph 
Smith, D.L. Smith, Suzy Smith, Bruce Steinbrock, Michelle Swain, 
Ann Tenpenny, Carole Thrasher, Yolanda Torrez, Linda Tuller, 
Christian Ulsaker, Russ Vawter, Jeanne Vawter, Randol Walker, 
Bonnie Walker, Ron Wessel, Opal Wheeler, Bob Wheeler, Carolyn 
Wiley, Ed Wood, Bridget Wood, Cathy Wrenick and Rudy Wrenick.

The Alumni Association’s August trip included The Baltics and basketball. 
Photo submitted

TRAVELINg ICHABODS
PACIfIC NORTHWEST: MAy 24-JUNE 1, 2013
Join us for a spring trip to Seattle, Wash., then cross the 
border into British Columbia to visit Victoria, Vancouver 
and	Whistler	in	Canada.	Begin	the	trip	with	a	two-night	
stay	in	Seattle,	enjoying	guided	sight-seeing,	a	visit	to	wine	
country for tours and tastings, and time at Mount Rainier 
National Park and Puget Sound for dinner. Then, take the 
ferry	to	Victoria,	British	Columbia,	for	a	two-night	stay	at	the	
Fairmont Empress Hotel. Tour the city, visit Butchart Gardens 
and have high tea at the Empress. Next, it’s off to Vancouver 
and Whistler for a couple of days. There will be plenty of free 
time in each city to explore at your leisure. The trip ends in 
Seattle with an overnight stay before returning home. The 
cost is $2,595 per person, double occupancy. If this trip is of 
interest, email susie@washburn.edu for details.

MONTE CARLO, ST. TROPEz, MARSEILLE, PORTOfINO, 
LIVORNO, SORRENTO, AMALfI AND ROME:  
OCT. 10-18, 2013
Discover the upscale pearls of the Mediterranean aboard 
Oceania Cruises’ newest vessel, the elegant Riviera. 
We’ll set sail from Monte Carlo to explore Provence from 
Marseille, experience the French Riviera in St. Tropez and 
take in Italian art and natural beauty in Portofino, Livorno, 
Sorrento and Amalfi. The cruise line will offer excursions 
to Florence, Pisa, Positano, Avignon, Lucca, Siena, San 
Gimignano, Pompeii and other cities. Cabin categories 
will	sell	out	quickly.	Pre-register	now	to	guarantee	your	
cabin	preference,	plus	get	two-for-one	pricing.	Cost	begins	
at $2,199 per person, double occupancy. If this trip is of 
interest, email susie@washburn.edu for details.

ONLINE
Read more about our trips on our travel page at 
washburn.edu/alumni


